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From Rahimullah Yusufzai 

PESRWAR : The exchange rate of 
the Afghani, Afghanistan's national 
currency, plunged to a record low 
Thursday as supporters of the 
Rabbani government continued 
their frenzied buying of the Ameri- 
can dollar both in Kabul and Pe- 
shawar. 

Pakistani authorities appeared 
oblivious of the dumping of 
bagloads of Afghanis in Peshawar 
and buying of the dollar. The big 
demand for the greenback pushed 
up the value of the dollar in Pe- 
shawar's money exchange market 
at Chowk Yadgar by about 30 paisa 
in recent days. The dollar was sell- 
ing for Rs 36 Thursday compared 
to Rs 35.70 a few days ago. A 
money changer claimed several 
million dollars have been boilght by 
Afghans in Peshawar during the 
past week or so. 

The panic selling of the Afghani 
and buying of the dollar has raised 
alarm bells in the money exchange 
market and inflicted huge losses on 
many money changers. Both the 
money changers and Afghans who 
know their country's politics were 
interpreting the race to accumulate 
dollars as a desperate move by 
Kabul regime supporters in antici- 
pation of political and military 
moves by armed factions once win- 
ter gives way to spring in about a 
month's time. There is also a feel- 
ing that possession of dollars 
was a sound investment compared 
to the worthless Afghani. The 
Afghan stalemate in wake of re- 
peated failure of political, military 
and diplomatic moves to clinch a 
settlement was also being held re- 
sponsible for the downward slide of 
the Afghani. 

On Thursday, 100,000 Afghanis 
could be bought for Rs 450 to 460 
in Peshawar. The rate yesterday 
was 100,000 Afghanis for Rs 490 
and some days ago it was Rs 550. 
Money changers said one dollar 
was worth 8000 Afghanis on Thurs- 
day, which was a big drop consid- 
ering the fact that the exchange 
rate for a dollar was 2300 Afghanis 
in April 1992 when Dr Najibullah 
agreed to step down as president as 
part of a UN peace plan and a mu- 
jahideen government was installed 
in Kabul. 

Experts on Afghanistan pointed 
out that one factor which forced Dr 
Najib to quit was the worsening 
state of the Afghan economy, a fact 



reflected at that time in the falling 
exchange rate of the Afghani. They 
said the Rabbani -Masood regime 
too was confronted with an econ- 
omy that has all but collapsed 
owing to closure of routes leading 
into Kabul by rival armed factions 
and prolonged civil war. However, 
they felt the Kabul regime wasn't 
bothered about the plight of the 
people ^^'^ Afghan capital and 
was unlikely to change its stance in 
response to public opinion. 



One worrying aspect of the sit 
nation was the apparent unaware- 



Peshawar daily are being dumpea 
in the local money exchange mar- 
ket, pushing down Afghani's value 
to a record low. At the same time, 
the Afghans are busy buying dollars 
and smugghng them across the 
porous Pak-Afghan border to 
Kabul. 

Those familiar with the business 
informed that Kabul regime sup^ 
porters were finding it easy to 
smuggle Afghanis into Pakistan be- 
cause unlike the past currency 



ness of Pakistani authorities about notes of bigger oenommation mtro 

the arrival of huge amounts of duced by Rabbam were now m cu-- 

Afghanis in Peshawar from Kabul culation. They recalled that 100 mil- 

and the buying of doUars in their lion Afghanis before mtroduction of 

place. Having already bought up al- 10,000 and 5000 Afgham currency' 

most an available doUars in Kabul's notes weighed about a tonne while 

small money exchange market, the availability of notes of bigger de- 

pro-Rabbani commanders and offi- nomination has facilitated trans- 

cials have now turned their atten- portation of consignments which 

tion tp.Peshawar. Clandestine con- weighed less and weren't very 

==£nments of Afghanis reaching bulky. 
— ^ - . , , Ne^s 1/26 
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Huge Afghan 
currency seized 

Bureau Report 

PESHAWAR: Pakist^Vs border force 
on Saturday made a record seizure 
of the Aighani as Afghanistan's na- 
tional currency gained little re- 
spectability in the local money ex- 
change markets after hitting the 
record low against the American dol- 
lars. 

Official at the Pak-Afghan border 
at Torkham confirmed having ar- 
rested five Afghans >vhile trying to 
smuggle huge quantity of the Afghan 
currency into this side of the Durand 
Line but refused to give any further 
details. 

Unofficial figures put the seizure 
of Afghanis at 1.5 bilUon. APA Landi 
Kotal Mujibur Rehman said the 
money and the arrested Afghans 
were let free after verification. 
"AfgKanis are not a banned item. We 
wanted to check whether it was 
fake", he said. 

The seizure apparently has been 
made following reports that 
bagloads of Afghanis were being 
dumped In Peshawar in exchange for 
dollars. The panic selling of the 
Afghan currency and buying of the 
American dollars rang alarm bells in 
the money exchange markets in Pe- 
shawar where the Mghan national 
currency serves as a barometer of 
the political and military situation in 
the war-ravaged country 

The Afghanis registered a small 
rise in its rates as one lakh Afghanis 
were traded for Rs. 400 as compared 
to the all time low of Rs. 420 on Fri- 

News 1/28 



Afghani fall forces 

Kabul to close 
exchange market 

KABUL: Kabul's money exchange 
market was temporarily shut down 
Sunday on the orders of the govern- 
ment following a sharp fall in the of 
the Afghani against the dollar, gov- 
ernment officials said. 

Tlie money exchange business in- 
volving some 400 shops will remain 
suspended for a few days, a govern- 
ment official said. 

He said besides the Afghani deval- 
uation, another reason for the brief 
was an increase in smuggling of dol- 
lars out of the capital. 

No money exchanger was avail- 
able for comment on the closure, 
which is tlie fu^t in several yciu^s. 

The latest plunge in the rate of the 
Afghani against the dollar followed 
tiie blockage of the eastern road to 
western Pakistai\ \y/o weeks ago by 
commanders of the opposition Hezb- 
i-Islami faction over tax collection is- 
suc?5 , ^ 

At the time the blockade started, a 
d<jllar was equal to 6,200 Afghanis as 
against the current 9,200 Afghanis. 
Meanwhile, government officials Sun- 
day announced measures to help the 
food-starved citizens of the besieged 
capital. 

llicy said foodstuffs worth two bil- 
lion Afglianis (266,000 dollars) would 
be provided at subsidised prices for 
civilians under a programme being 
put into effect immediately 

Wlicai flour, tea and sugar will be 
channeled to most vulnerable groups 
through the Afghan Red Crescent So- 
ciety while commercial bakeries will 
also get flour at subsidised rates, the 
officials said. 

'There is enough food in Kabul for 
months," said defence ministry offi- 
ciid Abdullali. — -AFP News 1/29 
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New NGO policy in doldrums 
as EU states refuse to comply 



From RahimuitatiYysufzai 



PESHAWAJl: The implementation 
of the government's new policy re- 
garding international non-govern- 
mental organizations (NGOs) op- about the policy is now expected 



tive governments and embassies. 
However, the government has let 
the deadline pass without insisting 
on the implementation of tlie new 
policy. In fact, a final decision 



erating in Pakistan has become 
doubtful due to the reported re- 
fusal by embassies of the Euro- 
pean Union countries to clear their 
respective NGOs. 

The new policy, recently ap- 
proved by Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto to check the activities of 



to be taken in light of the response 
by international NGOs and the 
states where they are headquar- 
tered. 

Informed smifees gaid diplo- 
matic missions of member states 
of the European Union, after con- 
sultations among themselves, have 



terrorists who may be operating resolvei not to accept the Pakistan 

under the cover of NGOs, was for- government decision to provide 

mulated in the aftermath of the clearance to international NGOs 

devastating bomb explosions in Is- headquartered in their countries, 

lamabad and Peshawar. Their plea is that these NGOs were 

Particularly worrying for the known and working all over the 

government w^e intelligence re- world and didn't require any such 

ports that a Canada-based NGO, clearance. " - 



Human Concern International, 
run by a Canadian of Egyptian ori- 
gin, may have fiftanofefi the bomb * 
blast in Egypt's embassy in Islam- 
abad. 

The policy guidelines required 
all foreign NGOs to get clearance 
from their respective governments 
and also from their diplomatic 
missions in Pakistan. 
. The. NGOs were also duty 
bound to employ either people be- 
longing to their respective coun- 
tries or Pakistanis. Thirdly^ 'for- 
eigners employed by the NGOs'. 
would have to seek work permits 
instead of visit visas to be able to 
work in Pakistan. 

The policy guidelines were later 
communicated to the NGOs and 
they were given a fortnight to ob- 
tain clearance from their respec- 



The condition that all these 
NGOs must employ their own 
nationals was al^o being termed 
impracticable due to the simple 
fact that they may not be able to 
hire such people or afford their 
wages. 

This was also true in case of 
certain Arab NGOs, especially 
those based in Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and Qatar, whose nationals 
are unlikely to come and work iii 
tough 'c'oriditions'in Pakistari dh 



■ Presently, the Arab NGOs 
mostly hire Palestinians, Jordani- 
ans, Syrians, Yemenis, Sudanesq 
and nationals from other poorer 
Arab states. Most also: hire 
Afghans and Pakistarus. ; 

About 87 international NGOs 
are presently operating here t(. . 




0£3 BCKS AV^LCLAlT MATCRNCUC UMI 

pro\4de humanitarian assistance to 
Afghan refugees and help in the re- 
construction of war-ravaged 
Afghanistan. The total nainber of 
expatriates employed by them was 
stated to be between 150 to 200, 
though many Arabs have left fol- 
lowing a police crackdowrt igaitist 
them in the wake of the bomb 
blast in the Egyptian embassy in 
Islantialbad. 

Meanwhile, government plans 
to once more scrutinise interna- 
tional NGOs hasn't yet begun. In- 
telligence agenfci^s want to know 
more about foreigners employed 
by the NGOs. ' 

The performance of the NGOs 
would also be evaluated and their 
activities monitored. 

However, it seems international 
NGOs would prefer to close down 
or shift elsewhere instead of ac- 
cepting unwarranted conditions. 
Most aren't convinced that the 
new policy was motiv^ed l^ Pak- 
istan's security concerns. 

The Pakistan government, 
whidt imit faiown for strictly en- 
forcing ^ilecisions, appears to be 
under pressure to relax the policy 
guidelines. 

It may be added that the gov- 
ernment latt last year ordered a 
French NGO,. Madera, to close 
down its operations foUowng in- 
telligence reptrtl^ tMat it was 
assisting the Rabbani government, 
but later retracted under pressure 
from the European Union and 
extended the deadline of 
closure from a fortnight to three 

months. i /o-? 

News 1/27 - 




Afghans to compete 
in Olympic games 

Afghanistan's N^ionkl Olympic 
Commiiiec has accepied ihc 
IniemaLional Olympic Commiucc's 
(lOCs) inviiaiion lo compcie in nexi 
Summer's XXVIih Olympic Game; 
in AUanUi, USA. 

An IOC siaiemeni on Deccmbe 
tt|)ut Afghanistan's late reply dowi 
10 "communicaiion problems." The 
IOC had originally fixed a November i 
19 deadline for accepting the 
in^i^iaiion. 

- AFGHANews VoIU, No 13 
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WFP team to 
help lift Kahul 
blockade 

MURTAZA MALIK 

PESHAWAR, Jan 26; The World 
Food Programme (WFP) is likely 
to send a team to Afghanistan to 
persuade the opposition to lift the 
blockade of the highway to Kabul 
so that the supply of food and 
other essentials could be sent to 
the Afghan capital to help relieve 
the fast worsening situation. 

The blockade beyond Sarobi on 
the Jalalabad-Kabul highway, had 
created an acute scarcity of food 
and other essentials in and around 
Kabul. ' ■ ^ ■ . 

Some deaths on account of 
food shortage had already oc- 
curred and it was fsisared that a 
delayed in provision could claim 
many lives. The WFP^ team, ex- 
pect^ to leave for Afglmristan in 
a day or so, would contact the Af- 
ghan groups opposed to the rul- 
ing coalition and seek an immedi- 
ate lifting of the blockade to save 
human lives. 

Meanwhile, the Taliban, after 
rejecting Kabul's offer of an un- 
conm^tttil ceasefire during the 
month of Ramazan, attacked 
Kabul with rockets and missiles 
late last night causing two deaths 
and injuring five. 

PPI ADDS: THe Hizb-e-Islanii 
Afghanistan has contradicted 
reports that its forces had closed 
all the routes leading to Kabul 
preventing food supplies to reach 
the Afghan capital. 

"We always facilitated our Af- 
ghan breathren and never 
blocked any humanitarian as- 
sistance to reach Kabul. All the 
mats 'Mt ween Jalalabad and 
Kabul are open for supply of food 
and other essential commodities", 
a Hizb-e-Islami representative 
told PPI here Friday. 

UN aid coordinator in Af- 
ghanistan Michael Babar holding 
HIA responsible for blockade of 
routes, had stated in Kabul on 
Thursday that if fuel and essentia! 
commodities did nc^Jiumediate- 
ly reach the Afghan capital, the 
residents of Kabul will liave to 
face a big luiman tragedy. 

It may be added that a group of 
diSafcled Afghans staged a demon- 
stration in front of the UN office 
in Kabul on Wednesday and called 
fef '1%«10^1 of sieg;e i^y thc capi- 
tal city. Muslim 1/24 




Inflation adds to 
KabuPs misery 

Residents battle for their lives 



KABUL — Residents of the war- 
torn Afghan capital are battling for 
their lives after a blockade of the 
city's main -supply route cut food 
and fuel supplies to the freezing and 
beleaguered city. 

A shortage of heating fuel and 
basic foods — including rice, meat, 
flour, sugar and cooking oil — trig- 
gered by the closure has sent prices 
soaring in the past nine days, putting 
the items out of the reach of many in 
Kabul, aid workers and locals said. 

The average 50 per cent price rise 
in staples has had a crushing effect 
on thousands of the city's war-weary 
residents, and in some cases the re- 
sult of icy temperatures and malnu- 
trition has already proved tragic. 

"My 2-year-old son died of cold 
two days ago because I could not 
afford enough wood to warm him or 
enough food to nourish him proper- 
ly^ a petrol vendor, Mr Ghulam 
Nabi, said, choking back tears. 

"My other five children are al- 
ready weak and are sure to die un- 
less the prices drop and unless my 
business improves," the 29-year-old 
said. "We live in a house which has 
been badly damaged by fighting and 
have no windows, and there are 
holes in the ceihng and walls. We 
simply don't expect to survive." 

The sudden rampant inflation be- 
gan after commanders from one of 
the country's warring factions, the 
Hezb-i-Islami, closed Kabul's princi- 
pal supply artery amid an internal 
dispute, truckers and travellers said. 

The row was over a proposed 
centralised collection of taxes levied 
by Hezb-i-Islami officers on the east- 
em supply route. Some command- 
ers rejected the move, fearing it 
would cut their incomes, they said. 

"They are refusing to let anything 
pass in either direction, saying they 
won't open the road until their lead- 
ers allow them to collect road taxes 
again themselves," said Mr Ahmed 
Kazim after arriving on foot. 

The effect of the latest blockage 
— combined with the months-long 
closure of other arteries into the 
north and south of Kabul by the 
Islamic Taleban militia and other 
warring groups — was immediate. 

Prices spiralled out of control in a 
city already gripped by tempera- 
tures of down to -20 deg C. 

The cost of mutton, a staple, sky- 
rocketed by 62 per cent in the first 
eight days of the blockade, and then 



all but disappeared from markets 
while butchers' shops have shut 
their doors, shoppers said. 

Rice has risen by 55 per cent to 
US64c (97c) a kg, a small fortune in 
a heavy rice-eating country where 
people earn an average of about 
$US10 a rnonth. 

. Mr Philippe Carrier of the Red 
Cross said 20,000 families or 60,000 
of Kabul's most vulnerable people 
— about 6.5 per cent of the city's 
population — were expected to be 
targeted for emergence rehef by the 
end of February. Other aid workers 
said that up to 30 per cent could be 
at risk. 

New Zealand Herald 1/23 -REUTER 
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Russians Return to Afghanistan as 
Civil War Worsens 

January 25, The daily Telegraph: 

RUSSIAN military technicians have returned to 
Afghanistan six years after the Soviet army withdrew from Kabul. 
TTie civil war, which has claimed 100,000 lives, is worsening as 
Afghan warlords prepare for major attacks in March. Afghanistan's 
neighbours, inchiding Iran and Russia, are pouring in arms to their 
proxies in the country. "The Afghan conflict has become^ 
internationalised as never before. The stakes have gone up with-^ / r 
Iran and Russia's involvement," said a senior diplomat in the / \ 
Pakistan capital, Islamabad. "A gravy train has begun for the first 
time since 1992 and no Afghan warlord can resist it." 

After Kabul fell to the Mujahideen in April 1992, 
Afghanistan's neighbours let the Afghans fight it out on their own. 
America and the Soviet Union cut off the supply of weapons which 
had fuelled the war between 1980 and 1992. But outside powers 
are intervening again because the conflict is at a crucial stage and 
the battle for control of Kabul could influence the spread of 
Islamic fundamentalism in the region. The Tajik-dominated Kabul 
regime of President Burhanuddin Rabbani and his military leader 
Ahmed Shah Masood has been besieged siuce October by the 
Pathan-led Taliban movement. The student movement is loosely 
allied to the Uzbek warlord Gen Rashid Dostum in the north and 
another Pathan alliance based around the eastern city of Jalalabad. 
Russia, Iran, India and some of the former Soviet Central Asian 
republics back the Kabul regime because they fear the Islamic 
extremism of the Taliban, which is backed by Pakistan, Uzbekistan 
and some Gulf states. Diplomats and intelligence officials said 10 .J* 
Russian and 30 Indian technicians are working to update Bagram ^ 
airport, 40 miles from Kabul. Four Russian lUushyiu 76 transport 
aircraft arrive every day from Tajikistan, Russia and Ukraine with % 
Russian arms, ammunition, fuel and Afghan currency printed in 
Moscow for the beleaguered Kabul regime. In Thakar province, 
the Russians have built a bridge over the Amu Darya river which 
divides Central Asia from Afghanistan, allowing Russian arms 
convoys to reach Kabul. US satellite pictures show that the 
Russians are also building an airport at Talogan, which is being 
developed as a strategic base for Masood if he is forced out of 
Kabul. "The Russians are back in a big way and now have their 
first land bridge into Afghanistan since they left the country in 
1989," said a diplomat. VOICE OF THE NATION 2/9 
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The West in Afghaaistaa, Before mmd After 



By JOHN F. BURNS 



Herat. Afghanistan 

ABDUL RAQIB is a man who walks 
through minefields for a living. An 
i old Soviet army bayonet in one 
khand and an American-trained 
sniffer dog in the other, Mr. Raqib goes 
hunting for some of the 10 million land 
mines left when Soviet troops were trying to 
maintain the Kremlin's grip on Afghanistan 
and United States-backed Muslim guerrillas 
•wete fighting to dislodge them. 

Mr. Raqib is one of 3,000 people employed 
by the United Nations in a project to clear 50 
''^^Utre "hms « "pfiority" minefields 
across Afghanistan by the end of next year. 
After that, there will be another 140 square 
miles to clear, enough to keep Mr. Raqib and 
his team busy well into the 21st century, 
assuming continued aid from the Western 
nations that finance the project's annual 
budget of $25 million. 

In the old grazing fields of Injeel, on the 
western side of this ancient city, Mr. Raqib 
paused aWg a corridor of red-painted 
stones and pointed to the hazards: British, 
Italian and Iranian anti-tank mines that 
were laid to stop Soviet armor from ap- 
proaching a stronghold of the Muslim "holy 
warriors" backed by the West. When the 
guerrillas Ranted the mines, the Russians 
used bombers instead. Injeel today is a vista 
of rubble, broken here and there by the 
tattered tents of refits." 

In this arid spot, as elsewhere amid the 
ruins of Afghanistan, there are moments to 
ponder what outsiders accomplished during 
the final confrontation of the cold war. With 
tanks and bombers and the more personal 
viciousness of the K.G.B., the Kremlin tried 
to wrench an ancient Muslim society into 
the strait jacket of Communism. With at 
least $5 billion of American taxpayers' mon- 
ey, flie United States challenged the Krem- 
lin with guerrilla proxies. The guerrillas 
won, but Afghanistan lost. 

Today, what is left is hardly a country. It 
is more a patchwork of fiefs run by a 
nightmarish assembly of warlords and 
dnig-ronners and Islamic fmwlteflientalists 
using weapons that were mostly provided 
by Moscow and Washington. The current 
landlords in Herat are the Taliban,%riginal- 
ly a group of Islamic fundamentalist "stu- 
dents" but degraded now, after conquering 
half the country, into little more than an- 
other armed, marauding mafia. Near the 
border with Iran, the Taliban are re-enact- 
ing scenes from the ayatoMWs' hafidbo^, 
with public executions and amputations, 
and the exclusion of women and girls from 
jobs and schooling. 

Men lilte Mr. Raqib look back on the 
Soviet occupation of the 1980's as a sort of 
political mirage, a time when men fought 
for causes that seem now nearly as point- 
less as the civil war between the Muslim 
factions that ensued. "Russia is very bad, 
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I The cold war iefi an array of fiefs. Herax i 
"^'ruled by the Taliban, an army of students 
tumed-tundamentaMsts,=Mkie ttfe soMier kbove. 
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and America is also quite bad," said Mr. 
Raqib, who was a Muslim guerilla back in 
the 80's. "How to choose between them?" 

From Russia, Zero 

A counterargument can be drawn from 
the United Nations' list of contributors to 
the mine-clearing project: $1.8 million from 
the United States last year, out of a total 
budget of $12 million from Western coun- 
tries, and nothing from Russia. The pattern 
recurs in the wider relief programs run by 
the United Nations and non-governmental 
organizations like the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross. This year, the 
United States is expected to contribute $40 
million to $60 million toward emergency 
food relief, medical assistance, school and 
hospital rebuilding and a score of other 
projects. Russia, again, i§ a virtual no-show. 

Worse, Russia is once again a significant 
arms supplier, along with India and Iran, to 
th^ government ift Kabul eoiTt^olled by Ah- 
mad Shah Massoud, a former guerrilla com- 
mander who was the bane of Soviet forces in 
the Panjsher Valley north of K&Ml Ar- 
rayed on the other side, in support of the 
Taliban, are Saudi Arabia and Pakistan — 
Saudi Arabia to spile Iran, its nemesis in 
politics and religion, and Pakistan apparent- 
ly because it sees the Taliban, which is 
made up mainly of Pashtuns, as a guarantor 
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of future influence here for Pakistan, with 
its own large Pashtun population. 
I This time, the United States is sitting it 
fout. Officially, American policy has been to 
iback Mahmoud Mestiri, a former Tunisian 
fforeign minttter fe the most recent 
I United Nations peace envoy to spin his 
^wheels in efforts to drag the Afghan factions 
out of the morfe^'ffWtlffieiatty, Washing- 
ton's policy has been to distance itself from 
the mess. "The attitude is, we don't have a 
dog in this fight," said one American diplo- 
mat in the region. "After the Russians went 
home in 1989, we waited just long enough to 
be sure that their proxies in Kabul col- 
lapsed, then we went homt, tfto. We rolled up 
our Afghan maps." 

'I Sacrificed for Reagan 

This attitude is bitterly criticized in Af- 
l' ghanistan. In the self-excusing litany of the 
, despairing Afghan, it is common to say that 
f Afghans were cannon fodder for the cold 
p war, sacrificed to Ronald Reagan's show- 
down with the Evil Empire. From this, it is a 
short step to argue that the United States 
which helfitf'Wiifgiflry fie country, is mor- 
ally bound to rebuild it. Among Afghans, the 
measure of America's faithlessness is taken 
from the amount it spent on weapons for the 
guerrillas, perhaps $500 million a year, com- 
i pared with the fraction Washington gives 
' now for relief . 

The arguments have their echo within the 
State Department, where infighting that be- 
g^n in -1988, before the Soviet troop with- 
drawal, continues in another form today. 
Then, the dissenters argued that the United 
States should halt, or severely curtail, the 
flow of arms to guerrilla groups that mte 
turning Afghanistan into a mass of poppy 
fields for the heroin trade, or saving their 
weaponry to use on each o^'#tc^ 'tfie. 
Russians left. Now, some of those who op- 
posed the open spigot for the guerrillas are 
saying the United Sta^^i& prj^teUVtfUot 
moral, reasons to become more deeply in- 
volved. 

Oppomms mm p^f^wsfftH aiftfmeftts to - 
make, from the scarcity of American aid in 
the Newt Gingrich era to the despair of 
fteding ^r*^tnatlt; strategy that might 
bring reason to a country that has spun inio 
self-sustaining madness. Others have ar- 
gued, with little success, that a policy that 
relegates Afghanistan to insignificance, 
particularly when it is at risk to Muslim 
fundamentalism, is one that has forgotten 
history, and what it has to teach about the 
importance of Afghanistan as a buffer state 
in the volatile geopolitics of Central Asia. 
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Pakistan Shifting Stance 
On Hard-Line Afghans 



By JOHN F. BURNS 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, March 25 
— After 18 months of covert mUitary 
and financial backing for a guerrilla 
group that has imposed Mushm fun- 
damentalist rule on more than half of 
Afghanistan, Pakistan appears to 
have shifted toward a policy that 
aims to bring an end to the civil war 
through mediation among all of Af- 
ghanistan's warring groups. 

For years, Pakistan's involvement 
in the Afghan fighting has been man- 
aged by an assortment of civilian 
and military agencies that have 
often worked at cross-purposes, so 
the change has not been clear-cut. 

Some officials, including the pow- 
erful Interior Minister, NasiruUah 
Babar, still strongly support the Af- 
ghan fundamentalist group, Taliban, 
while others, including officials in 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto's of- 
fice, condemn the fundamentalists 
for their hard-line policies toward 
women and their brutal law-and-or- 
der policies. 

Still, there seems little doubt that 
the thrust of Pakistan's efforts to 
influence the outcome of the war has 
shifted against Taliban as the strug- 
gle for power in Afghanistan has 
reached a crucial stage. With its 
forces besieging Kabul, the Afghan 
capital, Taliban is only one victory 
away from gaining what would prob- 
ably be a hold on the country. 

Pakistan's attitude is crucial, be- 
cause it can decisively influence Ta- 
liban through its control of essential 
resources reaching the fundamental- 
ists from Pakistan, whose common 
border with Afghanistan runs hun- 
dreds of miles along Taliban-con- 
trolled regions of Afghanistan. 

Until now, Pakistan has been alone 
among Af^anistan's neighbors in 
giving support to Taliban. Three oth- 
er nations in the region — India, Iran 
and Russia — have given military 
and financial backing to the moder- 
ate Muslim Government of Presi- 
dent Bumahuddin Rabbani in Kabul. 

What caused the shift in Paki- 
; Stan's policy is unclear, but one rea- 
I son has been pressure from Western 
I countries, primarily the United 
'[ States. 

After showing little interest in Af- 
ghanistan since the Soviet-backed 
Government in Kabul collapsed 
three years ago, Washington has re- 
cently condemned Taliban and re- 
newed its backing of a United Na- 
tions-led peace effort that has sput- 
tered for years. 

Ms. Bhutto's Government has at- 
tached primary importance to its 
ties with Washington, and was re- 



warded last year when the Clinton 
Administration won Congressional 
approval to end an arms embargo on 
Pakistan to deliver more than $300 
miUion in military equipment and 
spare parts to Pakistan's armed 
forces. Support for Taliban has been 
an embarrassment for Ms. Bhutto 
who, asking for American backing, 
has maintained that her Government 
is a bulwark against Muslim funda- 
mentalism. 

Other factors appear to have been 
at work as well. Senior Pakistani 
officials have acknowledged that 
there have been "second thoughts" 
about the consequences for Pakistan 
of a Taliban government in Kabul, 
which might foment Muslim funda- 
mentalism, and possibly even seces- 
sionism, in Pakistani-ruled tribal 
areas bordering Afghanistan. 

Pakistan's hostility to the Rabbani 
Government and its military strong- 
man, Ahmad Shah Massoud, is based 
on concerns for its own security 

should a government backed both by 
India and Russia, two traditional en- 
emies of Pakistan, gain full control of 
Afghanistan. 

The anger boiled over last fall 
when the Rabbani Government sent 
a mob to bum down the Pakistan 
Embassy in Kabul, killing one Paki- 
stani diplomat and injuring a dozen 
others. 

The question now is whether the 
shift in Pakistan's attitude will trans- 
late into actions that will weaken 
Taliban. An official close to Ms. 
Bhutto was harshly critical of the 
group. 

"Frankly, the worst that could 
happen to us would be a Taliban 
victory in Kabul," he said. "No mod- 
em Pakistani could possibly wel- 
come a govemment in Afghanistan 
that forces women to be locked up in 
their homes, prevents girls from go- 
ing to school and conducts public 
^executions' of television sets." 

But in an interview, Mr. Babar, the 
Interior Minister, showed no sign of 
diminished enthusiasm for Taliban. 
"We cannot be hostile to Taliban," he 
said. "They are a reality, they con- 
trol 14 provinces." 

NEW YORK TIMES 
MARCH 27, 1996 
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Rabbani Criticizes U.S. 
PoKcyTowardAfghanistan 



Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani criticized the United States 
on March 1 8 for what he called its 
lack of interest in solving his 
country's continuing civil war 

"If the United States really 
wanted peace, it should have recog- 
nized the Islamic government of 
Afghanistan when it took power 
from the Soviet-backed regime in 
1992," he told a news conference in 
his devastated, rebel-besieged capi- 
tal. "But unfortunately, they stayed 
as mere spectators as if they were 
watching a football game." 

Rabbani said Washington never 
showed any move towards peace in 
Afghanistan "but instead took a 

negative attitude to the Afghan 
people" and failed to react against 
the opposition Taleban militia that 
now controls most of Afghanistan. 

Rabbani said it was common 
knowledge that neighboring Paki- 
stan had supported the Taleban by 
providing financial and military 
assistance. "But it is inconceivable 
that Pakistan, given its financial 
crisis, could have acted alone." 

Pakistan denies the charges and 
says it has no favorites among the 

Afghan factions fighting one an- 
other. 

A March 27 New York Times 
article said that there was evidence 
that some officials in Pakistan were 
rethinking their support for the 
Taleban, which the article said was 
dependent on Pakistan. According 
to the article some senior Pakistani 
officials have shifted toward a policy 
that aims to bring an end to the 
Afghan civil war. However, the 
article also mentioned that 
Pakistan's involvement in Afghani- 
stan is managed by an assortment of 
civilian and military agencies that 
have often worked at cross-purposes. 
Some officials, such as the powerful 
Interior Minister, Nasirullah Babar, 
still strongly support the Taleban. 

Rabbani said he had no firm 
evidence to link any country besides 
Pakistan with the support for Taleban 
and added: "We do not have docu- 
ments to identify and prove that U.S. 
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k 'Kalashmkov Culture' 

Pervasive Assault Weapons Make Daily Life in Pakistan Deadly 



By Kenii^-|i€ooper 

Wasbmgtoa Post ForeigD Service 




PESHAWAR, I^stan 
n the February night the new moon 
was sighted, marking the end of the 
Islamic holy mcxith of Ramadan, the 
tneii of this rugged frontier dty turned their 
Automatic rifles to the heavens and in cele- 
|)ration let forth a burst of gunfire that 
^etcfefed red streaks in the black sky for 45 

1 As numerous bullets fell to earth, so did 21 
fnooif watchers who were taken to local hospt- 
|als -vwth accidental gunshot wounds. Three of 
lljfemdied. 

• - A month earlier in Lahore, capital of the ag- 
nculfural Punjab Province, it was dangerous 
lo^q fly a kite. During the spring Basant festi- 
fel,.lioctumal reveters ftoated white kites 
feom rooftops and maneuvered to knock down 
other kites, using searchlights and kite strings 
t»vered with powdered glass. 

1 Many of the 150 people reported injured 
iWere hit by stray bullets fired into the air to 
):elebrate kite knockdowns. One gunshot vic- 
tim -^ed. 

^ *We used to have firecrackers," said Ayesha 
alal; a Columbia University professor who 
grew up celebrating Basant in Lahore. "Now 
we have gunfire." 

2 Military assault weapons left over from the 
Cold, War have become so prevalent in Paki- 
5tafl that they have penetrated the nation's 
traditions and akered daily life in its cities, 
toncemed Pakistanis bemoan the vident im- 
^pact'of the "Kalashnikov culture," so named 
for i)!K-47s and similar Eastern Bloc rifles that 
jffett used to drive the Soviet army from 
neighboring Afghanistan. 

-.The Afghan war ended in 1989, but many 
TC^ its guns are still blazing in Pakistan. Initial- 
ly^ Fslamic guerrillas called mujaheddin cap- 
the assault rifles from Soviet troops or 
ed them among the tons of weaponry 
nited States and Saudi Arabia pumped 
iintp Afghanistan through Pakistan during the 
■v^. Since then, Afghan soldiers have smug- 
automatic rifles and even heavier weap- 
» o!fe across the border and sold them to supple- 
*ntent their meager incomes. A smaller' 
>wmber of Pakistani volunteers who fought 
'alongside the Afghans brought their guns 
>home. 

.: i:As the rapid-fire rifles pouretf i^ft-iycMM; 
Imminent and wealthy resident {HiTchased 
"'tirem for protection against sectarian, political 
.;;or criminal violence. Members of parliament 
-rsind top bureaucrats were indtnted lA a limited 
■ number of Pakistanis licensed to own automat- 
ic weapons, which are banned in the United 
tStates. AK-47s became s>Tnbols of status and 



^power. 



Educated, upper-class women — such as Jal- 
al, Peshawar surgeon Gulalai Wali Khan and 
Abida Hussain, a former ambassador to the 
United States — have begun to call on Wd- 
stani men to put their guns away. The women 
contend that widespread packing of automatic 
rifles has stripped city dwellers of personal se- 
curity and threatened public order. 

"Everyone is armed, disgustingly armed," 
said Nusie Jamil, a Lahore resident. "People 
have their own private armies. Every political ; 
party has its own armed guards. There's a 
general acceptance of this kind of display." 

One measure of the prevalence of AK-47s 
in Pakistan is their low price. A new one sold 
for nearly $3,000 in the early 1980s but now 
goes for between $375 and $500. Gun dealers 
in the Landi Kotal bazaar between the Afghan 
border and Pesha^^ said sales have slumped 
recently^'p^bly indicating that Pakistan has 
become saturated with assault rifles. 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has com- 
plained that her country got stuck with its gun 
problem as a direct result of cooperation wife 
the United States in forcing Soviet troops 
from Afghanistan. "We are left on our own to 
cope with the remnants of the Afghan war, 
which include arms smuggling . . . drugs and 
. . . [religious] zealots who were leaders at the 
time of the Afghan war," Bhutto told the Asso- 
ciate ftess fefdl. 

But an American diplomat based in PaMsttn 
maintained that Bhutto's government has 
failed to stem the continuing flow of firearms 
across the long, mountainous bonter with Af- 
ghanistan. The diplomat also noted that gun 
ownership has been traditional among tribes- 
men of the Northwest Frontier Province 
around Peshawar and among large landhd^rs 
in agricultural areas of Pakistan. * 

The combination of guns and economic 
finstration has proved deadliest in Karachi, 
Pakistan's finandal capital. The number of 
killings in the city of 10 million almost doubled 
last year to 2,095. Last June, ethnic and sec- 
tarian violence killed 320 people— more than 
10 a day. The death toll in Karachi has de- 
clined to two a day since Bhutto gave Interior 
Minister Naseerullah Khan Babar a freer hand 
to counter it last summer. 

In the city's Orangi neighborhood, concen- 
trated violence has forced shutdowns of small 
factories that made towels, sheets and em- 
broidered fabrics. For two years, authorities 
tlfflwei^'ttotor sco^teir^'from carrying passen- 
gers in the city because the vehicles had been 
used in drive-by shootings. The ban, recently 
hfted, forced small families that otherwise 
wodd squeeze aboard a mooter to pay for tab 
or bus rides inH^d. 

Electronic pagers and mobile phones have 
been banned since July, hampering trade on 
the Karachi stock exchange. Authorities dis- 



covered that militants were using the cellular 
services to coordinate their activities. The ban 
extends to Hyderabad, a nearby dty to which 
ethmc videnee^te^^. 

In Lahore, Pi^S^s capital of 5 miffion, the 
number of killings increased nearly 40 percent 
in two years, to 450 in 1995. Police have re- 
ported" lAddents of sectarian violence as well 
as home invasions by heavily armed robbers. 

Sectarian violence between Sunni and Shi- 
ite Muslims in Pakistan can be traced to 
Jhang, a small dty ab(Hit 13S mfles from La- 
hore in a sugar-cane growing area of tiie Pun- 
jab. Tensions between members of the two 
branches of Islam erupted in deadly violence 
a^Pi^OTif e Siainis from Jhang were recruit- 
ed to fight alongside the Af#i3» mipheddin in 
.tte mid-1980s. 

^'They were ^omg to Afghanistan and they 
would cofifie Bifer#Mi"fati^omatic] weapons," 
said Hussain, the former ambassador, who re- 
turned from Washington in 1993. A Shiite, she 
owns homes in Jhang and a nearby village. 

Sectarian violence took more than 100 lives 
in Jhang until police cracked down in the early 
1990s. "It was just like working in a war," said 
Musarat Hasnain, a surgeon at Jhang's main 
hospital. "This used to be a very, very peace- 
fiil city." 

It is through Northwest Frontier Province 
that the guns of Afghanistan have flowed into 
PiSMsffl:"Mifelast 12 years, pfovindal police 
have confiscated almost 10,000 Kalashnikovs 
and similar automatic rifles, 500 rocket 
launchers and 60 battiefield missiles. Three 
m ieA^ in Iite*tofiti,<^i^ifrom the 
Afghan border, said thefr efflto^stock came 
from Afghanistan, except for copycat models 
made in tiie gun shops of Darra Adam Khel, 
25 miles south of Peshawar. 

Tribesmen have manufactured guns for 
nearly a century in Darra, a rustic bazaar that 
a Pakistani hotel chain has promoted as a tour- 
ist desttaatkKi and home to "indigenous enter- 
prise." ft may also present a threat to stable 
government. Last September, four army offi- 
cers were arrested with weapons they ob- 
tamed in EtearllM'^a^ged attempt to over- 
throw Bhutto. 

In Peshawar, the switch from traditional 
single-shot rifles to automatic weapons has 
cost lives even when etimic Pathan tribesmen 
did not mean to kill. It is a tribal custom to fire 
into the air to celebrate weddings, births and 
Eid, the Islamic holiday at the end of Rama- 
dan. Khan, the Peshawar surgeon, saft-'the 
new, serious problem is that firing so many 
bullets rapidly into the air makes them more 
likely to ricochet off each other and return to 
the poufiiat-1etel##d. 

"Before the rapid-fire guns, we were fine," 
she said. "This only came in after the Kalash- 
nikov. It's part of the Kalashnikov culture." 

The Washington Po st March 14, 19% 
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Afghan forces gear up for showdown with Taieban 



By Alistair Lyon 



In mid-Februaty Islamabad was the venue for talks aimed at forging a grand alliance linking the Taieban with their fellow ethnic 
Pashtuns m Gulbuddm Hekmat> ar's Hezb-i-Islami faction and with northern leader General Abdul Rashid Dostum 

fa^lSSroS^^^^^^^^^ ^ - - apparent slap m the 

Diplomats say Iran played a key role in persuading Hekmatyar to bum his bridges with the Taieban. but has so far failed to 
persuade Dostum to drop his opposition to the government 

l^^ZoSZ'^'^'^ '''' "''"'^''"^ '° '^^P ^""^ M^^^^'" Taieban m check is funnelling military 

They said the Iranians are also rebuilding pro-government forces that took reftige in Iran when the Taieban captured the city of 
Herat and most of western Afghanistan in September. 

Pakistan does not want to jeopardise its own relations with Iran, seen as an important economic partner, over Afghanistan but is 
loath to repair its shattered ties with Rabbani. a . 

They deliberately burnt our embassy and tried to kill the ambassador and defence attache," a Pakistani foreign ministry^ source 

said, referring to the sacking of his country 's mission in Kabul in September. ^It was deliberatelv done by (Rabbani's military 

commander Ahmad Shah) Masood. " 

The Kabul government frequently accuses Pakistan of backing the Taieban, a charge Islamabad strongly denies. Iran, Saudi 
Arabia, Russia, India, the United States and some Central Asian states also deny accusations of interference in Afghanistan. 

The foreign ministry source said Rabbani wanted recognition as the legitimate president of all Afghanistan, but controlled only 
five of its 30 provinces, none of which bordered Pakistan. 

He said Iranian assistance to Kabul might encourage Masood to try to drive the Taieban back in an offensive that would be 
coordinated with an Iranian-backed effort to regain Herat. 

Thomas Simons, U.S. ambassador to Pakistan, said last month the U.N. mission was the best shot" for peace, but said Afghan 
leaders continued to believe in military solutions. ^1 see no short-term prospect of stability in Afghanistan," he added. 
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Mojaddedi opposes elevation of Taliban's Omai 



From Ismail Khan 

PESHAWAR: With the elevation of 
top Taliban leader, Mullah Muham- . 
mad Omar as Amirul Mo'mlneen, 
Afghanistan, with all its peculiarities, 
has achieved yet another unique dis- 
tinction ;0f having at present three 
Emirs of the Afghan believers. 

Described by his colleagues as a 
crack marksman for destroying a 
number of Soviet tanks with liis rock- 
ets during the Afghan war, the 37- 
year old Omar, who regrets iiis inabil- 
ity to complete his education, became 
the third person to have been ele- 
vated to the top position when an es- 
timated fifteen hundred of so idema, 
forming a beeline, kissed his hands, 
an Islamic ritual to formalise the oath 
of allegiance, probably oblivious to 
the fact that a similar ulema shura in 
Kabul, some two years back had also 



declared the beleaguered Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani as ' 
Amirul Mo'mineen. 

Whether Rabbani ceased to }Se 
Amirul Mo'mineen, now that the shuia ^ 
has renewed a Jehad fatwa against 
him and denounced him as ' deposed, 
is matter for the Afghans to decide. 

It was probably for this reason 
that tlie matter drew an angry reac- 
tion from the former Afghan presi- 
dent Prof. Sibghatullah Mojaddedi. 

A declaration issued at the end of 
the Supreme Coordination Council, 
an anti-Rabbani alliance, said' the 
nomination was improper and beyond 
the standing of present-day Muslims. 

Had the contest for tliis high insti- 
tution remained confined to Rabbani 
and Omar that is between the two 
Afghans alone, there would have been 
no cause for worry or concern for the 
war-weary nation. But also among tl\e 
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claimants to the top position is a Jor- 
danian-Palestinian, Dr. Mohammad 
Abdijllah Al-Refaee, now camped in 
the eastern Afghan province of Kunar. 

Priven by the Pakistani law en- 
forcement agencies, first from Pe- 
shawar in an April, 1993 crackdora 
and, later hounded out of the remote 
Terali valley in Khyber Agency in July 
1994, the Afghan war-veteran had 
fir:^ found shelter in Jalalabad, capital 
of (Afghanistan eastern Nangrahar 
province. 

\ A generous Mojaddedi would con- 
fer the title on anybody who was 
somebody in upper echelon of the 
Afglian politics. So overwhelmed was 
he tliat he flew all the way to Mazaj -i- 
Sharif to confer tlie tide on tlie Rashid 

Dostum. ' , 
I , News 4/6 
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Afghan uries probe of Pakistani intervention" By Anthony Gorman 

I:^^^u^'i'^^^^r^'*^'^ " ^g^^stan urged the Secunty Council Tuesday to send a fact-finding mission to areas controlled 
by the rcbelTaleban Islamic militia to "observe the wkgMtude of the Pakistani mihtar> intervention" in the country's internal 

Afghan Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs Abdul-Rahim Ghafoorzai also said such a mission should look into drug trafficking 
huinan ngm atrecities, especially against women; possible ^instimtionaiized criminal and terrorist activities" and the alleged 
transfer to Pakistatt (»f we^a^ W@ngin ' ^ 

He was speaking in a ^mmty CcHmcil debate on tte situation in Afghanistan in which manv non-members of the council took 
part but at which no resolution was presented, m cmffltil recently began holtof such Meetings ofl a Variety of topics, mainly as 
an informational exercise. " j y y 

Afghanistan has been racked by factional violence since the communists lost power in April. 1992. The government, led by 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani, has often accused Pakistan of backing the Taleban, which has besieged Kabul since October. 
The Taleban say Iran supports pro-Rabbani forces. 

Iran, Pakistan and several other coimtries accused of favoring one faction or another all deny they are involved. 

Pakistani U.N. envoy Ahmad Kamal said those who accused his country of interfering in Afghanistan "know full well that we 
have scrupulously refrained from supporting one faction or the other." 

Story from Apr 21, 1996 at 12: 18 PM EDT. 

U.S. mulls Afghan arms embargo to halt war By Raja Asgh^r 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (Reuter) - The United Smm is discussing a pi&p(mi mms embargo on Afghanistan with other interested 
countries to try to bring peace to the war-sheered ccsiBtry, a senior U.S. officlU saidSteiday 

Assistant Secretary of State for South Asia Robin Raphel told reporters that Washington was also consulting about a possible 
iatemaiionai eonftfence on Afghanistan as part of intensified U.S. diplomacy. 

"We are intensifying our diplomacy, talking not only to parties inside (Afghanistan) but also to interested outside countries, 
trying to see what intematiopai spasures could be telpfiil," site said after four days «tf ^te^^illi l^iitaii ai^^ AJ^te leaders. 

"One idea is to have m arms effitepj and « »nie ppiatpwhaps a*i«inaMi»tf corffi^iK^ dPiii^re^l^ outside p^ies." she 

said. ' ■ 

She said she had also discussed with warring Afghan factions the possibility of an internal Afghan dialogue promoted by the 
United Nations. 

The United States does not want to play a direct me&atoiy rote' in Afghanistan but its interest m the countr^' had heightened out 

of humtoi^ritn and reponal security eoncerns and it wants t<!)i help the U.N. peace effort, she said. . . 

She said Washington had also focused on the economic potential in the region and how Afghanistan could play a part in that. 

As an example, she said an American company was interested in building a gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to Pakistan via 
Afghamstan that could later be extended to India. 

^^^^^^^^l^^^^ to Washington last month by inQuential Afghan Civil Aviation Mimster Abdul Rahman 

and Deputy Foreign Mwister Abdar Rahim.Olia^r^ai and one by a U.S. Senator, Hank Brown, to Kabul earlier this month. 



The government of Germany has i A German diplomat in Islamabad j i psychology of its people, 

asked UN special envoy for' ' said his government sent a leuer to i The letter Mid Gief many has his- ; 

Afghtmislan to choose his advisors', Mahmoud Mc<;iiri askin? him to ap-l ' loric tics with Afghanistan and ai 

irom?-----s-among- ixfSihe- ■? nationals? .• of ! i point ■ his . advisors from Europeans,; large number Afghan -.refugees; lived \ 

European countries. • . who knew about Afghanistan and the i in thai country. : AFGHAN'ews Vol) 11 # 13 
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prospects in Afghanistan 



Prof. Shameem Akhtar 

The two principal foes of the inter-fac- 
tional fighting in Afghanistan, Gul- 
baddin Ilekmatyar and Burhanuddin 
Rabbani, are discussing the forma- 
tion of a provisional government which will 
rcpl'irf the Burhamiddin-Mar;oud regime. 
1 iiis is encouraging. 

Ill',' seven-day (February 7-14) conference 
of Afghan opposition parlies, with the Tal- 
ibnn .staying out, forged an alliance against 
Burlianuddin Rabbani and Ahmed Shah Ma- 
souf] if they refuse to quit. The Afghan oppo- 
sition leaders, especially the Uzbek militia 
I'-'ader, General Abdur Rashid Dostum, as- 
sured the Taliban that if the Kabul forces at- 
tacked them they would rally round them. 

But the Taliban were far from appeased by 
{hv blandishments and their leader, Ehsamil- 
lambasted the Mujahideen for aligning 
with the ex-communist general who had col- 
laborated with the Soviet occupiers of 
Ar.f»h;mist.an. It seems that the Taliban, an im- 
provised movement of militant youth that 
n?ose in the religious seminaries in the 
Pakhtun areas of Afghanistan and Pakistan in 
September 1994, has been distancing itself 
from the supreme Co-ordination Council in 
(lie hope that it can capture Kab\il in the same 
v/;»y as it took 15 of Afghanistan's 30 
pro\Mncos. Once they establish their control 
(>n ^he remaining areas of the country, they 
V ili enforce Shariat, which the Miyahideen 
so far failed to do. A fundamentalist 
fo! ce. the Talil^an have been perceived as the 
ISI's (Inter-Services Intelligence) proxy, a 
charge Islamabad vehemently denies. 

The Miyahideen are afraid of the designs 
of the Taliban and want to bring them in the 
mainstream of their alliance and alternatively 
seek accommodation with Kabul rather than 
.sul.unit to their domination. The Hezb chief 
H'.'kinatyar has been the greatest loser during 
th<^ Taliban adventure. He lost his Charasyab 
:M)d eastern stronghold to the religious 
7.:'.?!ot5;and, consequently, lus claim to being 
i hc ruler of the Pakhtun-majority region of 
Aii^hnnist^m. 

Equally threatened are Burhanuddin Rab- 
hpni and Ahmed Shah Masoud by the Taliban 
militants, who have laid siege to Kabul since 
October and have been demanding uncondi- 
(ional surrender ever since. Compared to 
them tiie opi)osition Afghan alliance is de- 
manding much less from Kabul: Rabbani 
should step down from the presidency in 
H'x oui- of some representative coalition of the 
ij'.'veT rvment and opposition parties. Naturally 
i!f"i(hcr the present ruling junta of Kabul nor 
their oppf)nent,s would like to be ousted by 
:v\y single party (the Taliban) which wants to 
seize absoli'te control of AfghanisUin. 

'lYue, there has been no love lost between 
(he two main rivals, Hekmatyar and Rabbani, 
but perhaps in the face of a greater threat the 
t'.vo tiave chosen to be on speaking terms. In 
I^bruary t,hey entered into an agreement by 
which their militiamen ceased righting on the 
si ret ch of the road between Kabul and Jalal- 



abad. This enabled the UN convoy of 18 
trucks to carry food from Pakistan to Kabul 
via Jalalabad. When the road was blocked the 
International Red Cross had to airlift food and 
medicine to the starving 12 million inhabi- 
tants of the capital. 

Hekmatyar showed flexibility at the meet- 
ing of the Supreme Co-ordination Council by 
pressing for talks with Rabbani without in- 
sisting on his resignation. The talks currently 
underway between the Kabul authorities and 
Ilekmatyar and the visit of the latter's militia 
commander, Kashmir Khan, to the Afghan 
capital have aroused anxieties among certain 
opposition leaders lest Hezb go over the head 
of the Supreme Co-ordination Council. Hek- 
matyar has assured his fellow opposition 
leaders that he would not exceed the mandate 
of the Council nor make any unilateral agree- 
ment with Kabul. Any accord would be sub- 
ject to the approval of the Council. 

But latest reports indicate that Hekmatyar 
and Rabbani have agreed to refrain from at- 
ta(!king each other s military installat ions and 
in the'event of attack upon either by a third 
party, the Hexb and Jamiat should concert 
measures to meet the threat. On the other 
hand, instead of participating in the power- 
sharing exercise, the Taliban are preparing to 
launch a maijor offensive in spring and con- 
tinue to fire rockets on the residential areas 
of the besieged city, an act which evokes 
reprisal attacks on their positions by Kabul 
fighter planes. If the trigger-happy Taliban 
were to participate in peace talks they would 
be negotiating from a position of strength be- 
cause of their control of 15 provinces. 

The hot-headed youth have so far 
spurned the efforts of Kabul at rap- 
prochement. In early February, Rabbani 
sent his ex-Chief Justice Muhammad Shah 
F^li and Haji Din Muhammad, respectively 
the deputies of Harkat-e-Inqilab-e-Islami and 
Hezb-e-Islami (Khalis faction) chiefs, to talk 
to the Taliban in Qandahar, but there was no 
progress. Nor did the Taliban agree to form a 
united military command along with the 
Afghan opposition. In fact, the Quetta-based 
Taliban spokesman Masoom Afghani denied 
that they had agreed to form any joint mili- 
tary command with the Supreme Co-ordina- 
tion Council in November Clearly, the Taliban 
are opi)osed to both. 

In an interview to La Figaro, Ahmed Shah 
Masoud accused Pakistan of backing the Tal- 
i'oan who were grouped on its territory before 
being sent to Afghanistan. He believed that 
Islamabad had t^vo aims: to see an end to the 
Kabul govermnent and to open the route to 
Central Asia. Iran's mediating Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alauddin Brojourdi denounced the 
Taliban as war-mongers: "All the Afghan fac- 
tions have joined the caravan of peace, but 
the Taliban militia", he said, "is not willing to 
help end the conflict" 

The Taliban on the other hand accused the 
deposed govTrhor pfHetat General I'^thkW 
Khan, now living in exile in Iran, of prep^g 
to recapture Herat with the help of Iran and 
threatened to bomb Iranian cities in relalia- 
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tion. This would be a very unfortunate devel- 
opment. Tehran should restrain Ismail Khan 
from embarking upon any adventure while Is- 
lamabad should stop the Taliban from pre- 
cipitating the crisis. 

It is gratifying to see that Iran and Pak- 
istan have been comparing notes on day-to- 
day developments despite their differences on 
the Afghan situation. Iran, India and Russia 
back Kabul while Pakistan supports the 
Afghan opposition, especially the Taliban. 
During his visit to Islamabad, General Abdur 
Rashid Dostimr disclosed that the Uzbek gen- 
eral met the Pakistan army cliief, the foreign 
secretary and the President. The President 
told him that any settlement of the Afghan 
problem should take into account the ethnic 
realities. This was obviously meant for the 
consumption of the Uzbek general who con- 
trols the northern provinces adjacent to 
Uzbekistan. 

But this approach cuts both v^'ays. The eth- 
nic realities on the ground are that 
Afghanistan is split uito Pakhtun, Tajik, Uzbek 
and Shia entities. Though the Paktun are the 
largest in number, occupying eastern and 
southern Afghanistan, others ~ Tajiks, 
Uzbeks and, perhaps, ellinic Shias — are 
deeply entrenched in their respective habi- 
tats. Each ethnic entity has a military estab- 
lishment of its own, thanks to the prolifera- 
tion of arms during the nine-year crusade 
against the communist rule in Afghanistan. 
Their arsenals continue to be replenished 
through pipelines extending to neighboring 
countries. Neither entity is capable of estab- 
lishing its control on the whole of 
Afghanistan. So the 150-year-old Pakhtun 
domination of Afghanistan has come to an 
end. If the Talilmn or any ethnic militia think 
it can impose a military solution on 
Afghanistan, it is li\ing in a fool's paradise. 

But this does not mean that Afghanistan 
has been irreparably fragmented. It can be re- 
construct ed into a confederal state, with eth- 
nic regions enjoying maximum autonomy To 
reconstruct the confederation of Pakhtuns. 
Tajiks, Uzbeks, Turkmens and ethnic Shias, 
war has to be ruled out and negotiations re- 
sumed. It is the only means of attaining larger 
national unity of the Afghan nation. It appears 
that alone among the Mi^jahideen factions, 
the Taliban continue to persist with a military 
option. They should be made to give u]-) that 
suicidal option and Pakistan alone can per- 
suade them to do so. 

Burhanuddin Rabbatn has offered to quit 
in favour of Yunus Khalis or Nabi Moham- 
madi. The Afghan opposition should have 
called the bluff in.stead of rejecting Kabul's 
offer outright, a stand wMch wiJl only prolong 
Rabbani's illegal tenure. But more important 
than national conciliation in Afghanistan is an 
understanding among its neighbours Russia. 
Uzbckistin, TaJIkist^m, Iran, Pakistan, C\m^ 
and India, tO' respect the traditional neutrality 
of Afghanistan: This arrangement, liki^ 
• Afgiiani^tiin's internal sei'tlonii^nf . \^ilVha\'c to 
be made through negotiations at a regional 



conference. 
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Taliban's 'no' to talks with Rabbani 



Agsncies 

KABUL: The Taliban militia's latest 
vehement refusal to negotiate vdth. 
Kabul was the result of a split be- 
tween its political and religious lead- 
ership, a top UN official said Thurs- 
daj- 

A spokesman of the Militia, 
Maui\d Wakeei Ahmed, in an inter- 
view v.ith BBC, rejected the UN spe- 
cial envoy to Afghanistan, Mahniood 
Mestiri's statement 'that Uie Taliban 
was ready to hold direct With 
the Kabul regime. 

"This is our principled stand that 
-holding talks with K^ul regime will 
be a waste of time and nothing else, 
therefore, we mil not negotiate with 
theni,"AVakeel Anmed said. 

Dr. Elsadig Abunafeesa, senior 
political adviso.r to Maiimoud Me- 
stiri, said the refuse issued at a 
meeting of Tahban clerics didn't 
shatter hopes for direct talks be- 
tween the •v\'arriiig fdaiidfe. *We are 
not suiprised by wliat the meeting in 
Kandahar decided on Wednesday." 
)-te said, jusi 24 hours after Mestiri 
lold Presideni Burhanuddin Rabbani 
th?.t tb.e Taliban were Iready for taiksV 
"This was a meeting of ftigois 
ures from a religious movement, 
where religious people have the 
upper hand," he said. "But it remains 
to be seen to what extent th^ t^ be 
binding on the politiciaiis," _he 
added. 

Mestiri had told Rabbani and 
journalists that the Islainic m6re- 
ment's second-in-command, Mo- 
hammed Rabbani, was prepared to 
sit down with the Kabul administra- 
tion for talks on ending the fighting 
around the besieged capital. "Ti\ey 
say they are ready to talk tomorrov.-. 
and these words are in the mouth of 
the Taliban for the very first time," 
the ambassador told reporters. But 
within hours, the gathering of ule- 
mas called for a holy war on thejun- 
isiamic' government and flatly re- 
jected any possibiht>- of negotiating 

Abunafeesa, who remained here 
after Mestiri and the rest of his team 
left Kabul Wednesday after a six- 
hour visit, siressed that the UH spe- 
cial mission v.^as still optimistic that 
the first direct talks between two fac- 
tions could lake place. 'We still con- 
sider them to be-conimitted to v^'hat 



they told us althougn tney have pub- 
licaily refused talks," he said. 'As far 
as I know they said nothing about a 
continuation of the vm against Rab- 
bani, which they were expected to. 1, 
therefore, feel that there is still hope, 
and that the doors haveliot all been 
closed," he said. 

Ke said, Mestiri may stflli travel to 
Kandahar to hear the xiews of the 
Taliban pohtical ieadersiiip on talks 
with Kabul. *^ile will carry on until 
the political leaders say they do hdt 
want negotiations vAth the govern- 
ment througli tiie UN," at which pnint 
he may re-assess," he said. 

larlier, the Afghto government 
dismissed the l^hbanlhiitia's decla* 
ration of a holy war on Kabul as 
'ridiculous' and said the confLicting 
statements were a clear sign oTan m-' 
tmtel rift in the movement. 

"The TwO vastly contrasting sig- 
nals show that the dixisions berween 
the two opposing strands v.itiiui th.-j 
'Talfcan leadership are new coming 
to the fore," a foreign ministry 
source told newsmen. "The more 
conciliatory camp is saying the 

movenient should talk to the gov- 
^rttment about ending the fighting, 
while the oLher seems to be bent oh 
mindlessly going to war at whatever 
cost," he said. "In any case, a Tal- 
iban 'jihad' on the government or 
it^ ^nior officials is ridiculous. It is 
nothing new and is quite meaning- 
less as it is obvious that they are un- 
nblc to seize Kabul from us," )ic 
add(:'d. 

The offici;!.! also said that indi- 
rect talks between the Taliban aud 
Kabul v.'erc still continuing Muougli 
the hitennediary of a neuti al politi- 
cal group based in the eastern city, 
of Jiilalabad. 

Meanv.iiile, 'The News' carriod a 
story on Thursday that the head of 
Iho United Nat ions special mission 
to Afeliauistan, Maiimoud Mestiri, 
"atx'iisos Pakistmi of interference in 
Arghanistari," says a press release 
issued here Thursday by the office 
of Ihe UM secretary general in 
.Mghanislan and PakisLan. 

'Jerming the report a.s incorrect 
and misJeadiiig, the press release 
snJfl the fact.is that in response to a 
journalist's question stilting that 
Pakistan was interfering i.n 
Afghanistan, Mestiri observed that 



there were others v.-ho v/ere iiiter- 
(ering in Afghanistan,' Som® even 
\\;th arms. 

The consistent position of Me- 
stiri on the issue of foreign interfer- 
ence in Afgl'.auistan has all along 
been to call upon and ^peal to all 
countries, whoever they nuay be, to 
respect the sovereignly and territo- 
rial integrity oF Afghanistan, to 
strictly refrain from interferi-Bg in 
its internal affairs, and to respect 
the rigl-.t of the Afghan people to 
determine their own destiny,. 

"Mahmotfd' Mjeslicl • wishes to 
state clearly-i^M te' baft ^ajmrin* 
joyed the cooperation and support j 
of Pakistan in his pursuit of a 
durable UN-sponsored pohtical set- '. 
tlemcnt and pmm \% M0imm\Mm.. \ 
Pakistan has consistently declared 
its neutrality with respect to the \i- ■ 
olent power struggle in 
Afghanistan. 

The' ambassador has ... taken 
due note of this policy position of 
Pakistan," the press release con- 
cluded, ^e^s 4/5 - 



THE PASSING OF 
BIBI KHADIJA TARZI 

We also heard the sad neu's of the passing 
of Princess Khadija vSeraj Tarzi. tiie wife of 
late Mr. Abdul Wahab Tarzi. She was a 
distinguished, hospitable, sociable and 
kind lady. She is the daughter of Amir 
Habibullah, 'Saraj ul Melate Wa'din. Mrs. 
Tarzi was bom in Kabul in 1914 and 
attended Mastoorat School Kabul in the 
1920s. She lived in Istanbul. Turkey and 
Europe from 1929-T952. 

She passed away on 1 1 November at the 

her daughter. Mrs. Ayten Wahid Tarzi 
and hi^ son-in-law Wahidulla Turzi. 
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From . the Editor ; 



,r-' 



The chronolo|;y Iji this isstae is 
somewhat sporadic, but somewhere 

in the pages that follow you 
should be able to find out about 
almost everything that went on 
concerning Afghanistan this spring. 

However, there are no book reviews. 
Would someone like to volunteer 
to be our book review editor? 

Now, about technology! We have 
some Internet reports plus in- 
formation about an Afghan network 
(see last page) . For the nonce, 
the FORUM will remain cdmputerless. 
The Editor is not ^ouputer material. 
She does not think like^ computer 
and yes, we know computers don't 
"think"; neither does the Editor'. 
But we don't "not think" the same 
way and the Editor has yet to meet 
a compatable computer. Besides, 
watching birds is more fun than 
loola.ng at a screen. So the FORUM 
will depend on its readers to send 
Net ,& Web news . 

Once again we have more information 
than we thought 
tiiere was. Our 
eternal gratitude 
to all of you who 
sent it to us. 
Please keep it up. 
We shall try to put 
the next issue , « 
together in mid^ 
August so we'll 
set an Augutt IS 
deadline. 

Our printer always 
says it takes them 
5 working days to 
run off the FORUM. 
We have yet to figure what days 
they work as it usually takes them 
two or three weeks ! We hope you 
can expect the next issue some 
time in September. ! 




QU^ISHI 



Nancy Hatch Dupree v/ill speak on 
Museum Under Siege: Afghanistan's 
Cultural Heritage Endangered at 
THE ASIA SOCIETY. In Washington, 
her talk will be at 6 p.m. on June 
4; in New York City, the illustrated 
lecture will take -piace on June 13"" ' 
at 6; 30 p.m. The New York progtam 
is co-sponsored by Archaeology 
Magazine . The admission fee in New 
York is $10; in Washington, $9. 

On June 15 at 2 p.m., Ms. Dupree will 
talk at the Queen's Library, 89-11 
Merrick Blvd., Jamaica, New York. 
The program will include a perform- 
ance-: of Afghan mMic by the Tanin 
Ensemble -& is sponsored:' by the Af-r 
ghan Heritag© Society & the t^ueensJ j 
Council on the Arts , 

The looting & destruction of the Kabul 
Museum V7ill be the topic of a discus- 
sion at t^fe; Kevorkian Center at New 
York University on Friday, June 21 at 
6:30 p.m. Participants will include 
Maria Mustamandi & Antonie Donini froir 
the Int'l Committee for the Sal- 
vation of Afghanistan's Cultural 
Heritage & Anna Kisluk from the Art 
'LOSS' lesis*er-.i' 

The UN Staff 1% for Development Fund 
sponsored a recital of traditional 
Afghan music,, performed by Quraishi on 
the 'rebab ar'^iij^-^ 6a -Iferch 14. (see 
p,39 for more about the Fund.) Quraishi 
5t his Tanin Ensemble also, p@r,formed 
at the Jewish Museum in Manhattan on 
March 24 in a program "Musical Bridges; 
Jewish & Muslim Traditions of Asia."' 
The latter program was repeated' "at' ' 

The Free Synagogue of Flushing on 
April 21. Both wer^ sponsored by the 
Queens Council on the Arts. 

AFGHAN MINE ACTION MONTH was marked 
with a wide range of activities in 
the country' ^ dther parts of the 
world 'frQiiif 2||^l,;t^ 5^^1/9t> , TMre are' 
still between 10 & i5 adlfion land 
mines in Afghanist^, 



1 



Raphel holds imporfarit 
talks with Rabbani, Taliban 



Ismail Khan in Peshawar 
and AFP in Bagram 

US ASSISTANT Secrel.nry of Slate for 
South Asian Affairs Robin Raphel 
h<\s said Wasliington is toning its at- 
tejition towards Afghanistan as ten- 
sion grips tlie war-torn country and 
tiu-eatens to spill over its borders. . 

Robin Ra])hel, after a 24-h6ur' 
visit to Kabul, told newsmen Satur- 
day that Washington was keen to 
find a peaceful solution to the 
Afghan civil war after a six-year 
break in active US involvement. 

Raphel held Uilks with President 
Rabbani and his top military com- 
mander, Ahmed Shah Masood, dur- 
ing her stay in Kabul. She also met 
Foreign Minister Najibullah Lafraie 
and Defence Minister Yunus Kanune 
before flyuig to the southern Afghan 
city of Kandahar, where she held 
talks with the Taliban leaders. 

Talking to The News from Kanda- 
har, Taliban spokesman Amir Mut- 
taqi said they have asked Raphel that 
the US should use its influence in the 
United Nations to impose economic 
and military sanctions to force the 
beleaguered Afghan president to 
step down as a pre-condition for 
inija-Afghan peace dialogue. 

"UnlCvSs there is international 
pressure and an end to foreign as- . 
sistance to the regime, Rabbani will 
not relinquish power," said the Tal- 
iban spokesman, who led his side in 

talks with Robin Rapliel in Kanckiliar 



The meeting, spreading over one 
and a half hours, covered the pre- 
vailing situation in Afghanistan, Ira- 
nian peacie efforts, foreign interfer- 
ence, narcotics and closure of 
female educational institutions in the 
TaUbai\-held areas. 

■ Muttagi said Rajihel desired that 
th4* Talil3an participated in the pro- 
posed intra-AIghan peace moot iu 
Jalalabad. "We told them that Rab^ 
bani is not sincere and such meet- 
ings in the past bore no fruits," he 
said. The Taliban leaders resented 
continued US silence over growini^, 
Russo-Iranian interference iu 
Afghanistan and demanded arms em- 
bargo against Kabul. 

The Taliban also turned do\Mi a 
request forwarded by Raphel on be- 
half of President Clinton to release 
the seven-member Russian crew of a 
cargo-plane force-landed in Kanda- 
har on August 5 last year. Muttani 



said Clinton had asked for their re- 
lease on the request of the families 
of the three Russians, two Tatars and 
two Ukrainian crew members. "We 
drew their attention to the sixty- 
thousand missing Afghans," he said. 
He quoted Raphel as saying that the 
crew members were not Prisoners of 
War and should be set free on hu- 
manitarian gi'ounds. "They are pris- 
oners of the Afghan nation and onlv 
they could aeade about their fate," he 
: said to have retorted. 

The Taliban leaders, during their 
talks, also rejected Kabul's allega- 
tions of their patronising drug-trade 
and referred to their efforts in de- ' 
stroying poppy-cultivation and heroin 
laboratories in areas under their con- 
trol and check on drug-trafficking, 
iviuttaqi said Raphe! also raised the 
issue of ban on female education in 
Taliban-held areas and was told that 
there was no question of closing 
down schools which never existed. 

Earlier, Robin Raphel wiiiie talk- 
ing to the newsmen said, "W'e con- 

^tinue to be concerned about thesitu- 
ation in Afghanistan and we are par- 
ticularly concerned about the politi- 
cal instability and the potential for it 
spreading in the region." 

She said: There has been a 
heigiitening of United States interest 
in Afghanistan as m\L\isit at this par- 
ticular time and the \isit of Senator 
Brown show.'* ""We are also concerned 
that economic opportunities here wiH 
be missed if political stabihtj^ cannot 
be restored," she added, before leav- 
ing Bagram airEeld, wmcn serves as ■ 
Kabul's airport ; 

She said, she was canning no spe- ' 
cific proposals for the warring fac- 
.tions, adding that the United States 



wanted to"prbmote talks betw^een 
them and that it fully backed a UN 
peace mission here. 

However, Raphel made it clear 
Washington was not about to become 
directly involved iji Afghanistan's tur- 
^ bulent pohtical scene. "AVe do not see 
ourselves as inserting ourselves in the 
middle of Afghaii^airs but we con- 
sider v^urselves a friend of 
Afglian^an and that's why Fm here 
— to ui-ge the Afghans themselves to 
get together and talk," she said. Tne. 
idea of inter-Afghan dialogue is veiy- 
important and I think everybody 
should participate in it," she added. ' 

Pwaphel also reiterated a call for a 
hah to foreign^ mierf erence in 
Afglianistan's internal affairs. "WeVe 
been saying for a long time that out- 
side governments should stop their 
military support to the Afghan fac- 
tions," she said. 

Meanwhile, Jamaat-i-Islami leader 
Senator Qazi Hussain Ahmad left 
here for Kabul \ia Jalalabad on the in- 
vitation of President Rabbani. His 
p^rty office in Peshawar said the .JI 
amir. met with the Hezb-i-Islami 
leader, Gulbadin Hilonaiyar, in Jalal- 
abad and would fiy to the Afghan cap- 
ital today to hold talks 'vtith the 
Afghan president. The invitation was 
extended to him by Afghan minister, 
Sadeeq Chakari. A spokesman said 
the visit was part of the efforts to ex- 
[ pedite rapprochement between the 
y Ka bul regime and the Hezb-i-Islami. 
; Meanwhile, The Tkliban claimed" 
., Saturday to have taken another dis- 
trict in the west of the countr}^ where 
it already controls Herat province- 
after a spectacular defeat of govern- 
ment forces there seven months ago. 

The Taliban spokesman, Mauh^i 
Masoom Afghani, based m Pakistar. 
said the district of Sharak, about 90 
kilometers west of tiie Ghor provin- 
cial capital, Chaghcharan, was taken 
on Friday 

News 4/21 
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us wakes up to Afghan 
issue to counter Iran 



KABUL, April 22 (AFP): The 
United States' rekindled interest 
in Afghanistan owes more to po- 
litical strategy in the region than 
to genuine concern for the war- 
crippled country, analysts hare 
sav. 

Washington appears to have 
launched a fresh diplomatic drive 
to broker an end to the civil war 
here after seven years of leeming- 
. ly. ignoring Afghanistan. 

But analysts said the upsurge in 
interest has been sparked by fears 
that regional instabiUty — nota- 
bly in strategically crucial 
Pakistan — could jeopardise US 
political and economic interests in 
South Asia. 

"The Americans are very wor- 
ried about the continuing unrest 
in parts of Pakistan, and about the 
political threat that this could 
pose the Pakistani government 
and the region," a ^i$ical analyst 
here said. 

"They think that Pakistan, 
which is facing off India in a bit- 
ter battle for regional supremacy, 
could explode into widespread so- 
cial and political unrest, a situa- 
tion wiiich is already being aggra- 
vated by the instability in neigh- 
bouring Afghanistan,'' he added. 



In addition, he said, the United 
States has extensive economic and 
business interests in both Pakistan 
and rival India between whom 
Washington is desperately trying 
to maintain a political and mili- 
tary balance, fearing the foes may 
eventually resort to nuclear 
weapons. 

Washington also perceives 
asocher danger in the area: the 
appearance of its arch-enemy Iran 
as a player in the Afghan peace 
process and as a counterbalance 
td' Pakistan's influence here, 
another analyst added. 

"Nothing terrifies the United 
States more thaa seeing Iran gain 
confideifce tJt fftfluence in any 
part of the world, partictifariy one 
as volatile and strategically rnipoir- 
tant as this," he said. 

Washington backed the Muja- 
hideen fighting Afghanistan's 
Soviet occupiers throughout the 
1980s, btrf withdrew its support, 
^fe^eifl its embassy here and cut 
most of its aid to Afghanistan af- 
rer a communist government 
replaced the Soviet occupiers in 

Now Wshington has boosted its 
etTorts and protlle here, a move 
culminating in the 24-hour visit 



here Friday by Robin Raphel, As- 
sistant Secretary of State tor 
South Asian Affairs. 

She was the second prominent 
US figure to come here in 10 
days, following a whiVdestop tour 
of Afghanistan's main factional 
headquarters by influential 
Republican Senator Hank Brown. 

Raphel confirmed for the first 
time that Washington was paying 
more attention to Afghanistan be- 
cause of its strategic significance, :. 
but denied that the interest was a 
result of Iranian involvement 
here. 

Government-sources here said 
privately that they suspected the 
Iranian presence in Afghanistan 
as w«# as the internal uito-ttf in 
Pakistan to beihe r^ reasons be- 
Jiipd the US j»eace drive. 

"The Americans dropped us 
like a hot potato the moment the 
Cold War ended apparently be- 
lieving we had nothing more to 
offer them," an otficiai 

"It is therefore naive to think 
that their change of hearr after so 
long is even remotely based on a 
new-found interest in the future 
of Afghanistan. It hays far more to 
do with our neighbour's 
problems." 

Ili^'' Muslim 4/23 



Afghan government marks fourth year in power By Alan Pearce 

KABIJL, Afghanistan (Reuter) - The Afghan government began celebrations Wednesday to mark its fourth vear in office and the 
fall ofthe former Soviet-backed government of President Najibullah. ' ^uie 

In the Panvan provincial capital of Charikar, embattled President Burhanuddin Rabbani and his cabinet took the podium to 

review a paHdf of jmlitary might and achievements of his administMiofl. 

Other events are being hM armuid ^ghanistan in the coming days by different factions ley^^ tte end rftb^ Jitoi iimly war) 
against the Soviet invasion and a communist regime. 

The display at Charikar, north ofthe rebel-besieged national capital Kabul, was led by an army of volunteers carrying weapons, 
modern and antique, symbolizing the mujahideen guerrillas' war against the Soviet invaders. 

Old men marched past the president shouldering ancient British muskets, while mules carrieai hesvy Russitn machine-guns on 
their backs. 

Behind them came Soviet-built T-54 battle tanks and multiple-barrel rocket-launchers, heavy artillery and columns of uniformed 
regime troops. 

Rm>ani arnv^ in a bmck Mercedes i^th^ entto^agfe of B^^ 

Qazi Hussain Ahmad, leaders of Pakistan** ianiiat^-Islami part^-, traditionally a supporter of opposition Hezb-i-Islaini party 
leader Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, stood beside Rabbani throughout the parade. 

The celebrations were also attended by representatives of India, Indonesia, Iran and Turkey, the only countries with embassies 
and consulates in Kabul. 

As part of the entertainment, children perfeafihed a drama of Afghan histor>^ in front of the president. 
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United States Intensifies 
Diplomatic Efforts in 
Afghanistan 



Both U.S. and Iranian officials 
have stepped up rival efforts to urge 
the various Afghan factions toward 
peace as fighting in the country 
threatens to become intensified with 
spring weather replacing 
Afghanistan's harsh winter. 

The heaviest fighting in April 
took place in the central province of 
Ghor. Early in the month, forces 
loyal to the Afghan government cap- 
tured the province in an apparant 
move to use if for an assault on the 
adjoining strategic Herat province 
that the Taleban captured last year. 
However, by the end of the month, 
the Taleban had recaptured almost 
the entire province leaving only the 
Pasaband district in the southeast in 
government hands. 

Taleban's daily rocket attacks 
on the besieged capital of Kabul 
have also continued; Such attacks 
kill dozens of civilians every month. 

In the wake of complaints by 
Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani that the United States was 
ignoring his country and may in fact 
have been supporting his opponents, 
U. S. Assistant Secretary of State 
Robin Raphel undertook a five-day | 
visit to the region from April 17 to 
21 in which she met with Pakistani 
and Afghan government officials as 
well as with representatives of the 
Taleban militia. 

Raphel said that the United States 
was currently considering calling 
for an international arms embargo 
on Afghanistan and the convening 
of both an all-party peace confer- 
ence in the neutral Afghan city of* 
Jalalabad as well as an international 
conference which could discuss re- 
gional issues. 

Meanwhile Iran has continued 
its efforts to solve the [AJQ 1 ] Afghan 
conflict without U.S. intervention. 

"We are not optimistic of the 
role of the United States," Iran's 
Deputy Foreign Minister Alaeddin 
Boroujerdi said while on a visit to 
Kabul on April 16. "We witness the 
American support of Israel in the 



killing of Muslims. We seriously 
doubt the United States will help the 
Afghan Muslims." 

Earlier Boroujerdi had an- 
nounced that, for the first time, the 
Taleban had agreed to send a del- 
egation to Tehran for talks aimed at 
reaching a settlement with the Af- 
ghan government. Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati visited 
Pakistan on April 17 to discuss the 
Afghan situation with high-ranking 
Pakistani officials. While Pakistan, 
which supports the Taleban, and 
Iran have serious differences over 
Afghanistan they have agreed to 
continue their joint efforts at reach- 
ing a settlement acceptable to all of 
Afghanistan's ethnic groflfps. 

Raphel's latest visit to the region 
was touted by U.S. officials as mark- 
ing an intensification of U.S. diplo- 
macy in the region. 

During her stay in Pakistan, 
Raphel said that the United States 
was apprehensive about the grow- 
ing possibility that there would be a 
major battle over Kabul and that 
there was also "deep concern about 

the potential for the continuing po- 
litical instability in Afghanistan to 
affect the bordering states and the 
region." 

Raphel also said that Washing- 
ton had begun to focus on the eco- 
nomic potential in the region and 
how Afghanistan could play a part 
in that. She stressed that an Ameri- 
can company, Unocal, was inter- 
ested in building a gas pipeline from 
Turkmenistan to Pakistan via Af- 
ghanistan. 

Pakistan will need approximately 
1 .6 billion cubic feet of gas per day 
by pipeline by the end of the century. 
The most likely suppliers of such 
gas are Turkmenistan or Iran. 

At present prices this is worth 
about $1.7 billion annually and 
multinational corporations have 
been competing against each other 
to win contracts transporting the gas 
from Turkmenistan to Pakistan. 



Unocal,, whose advisors include 
former secretaries of state George 
Shultz and Henry Kissinger, seems 
to be in front of the bidding war. 

Whoever ultimately gets the con- 
tract, however, will have to face the 
problem of how to transport the gas 
through Afghanistan.. None of the 
territory over which any gas pipe- 
line would run is currently in Af- 
ghan government hands. Currently 
all the territory is either in the hands 
of Uzbek warlord General Rashid 
Dostum or the Taleban militia. Many 
analysts, in fact, believe that Paki- 
stan has supported the Taleban for 
the sole reason of securing territory 
over which the pipeline can be built, r 
Western oil executives have trav- 1 
eled extensively through Afghani- 
stan and have negotiated with fac- 
tional leaders. 

The Afghan government has, 
however, complained that any plans 
to build such a pipeline in rebel- 
controlled territory would consti- 
tute interference in its internal af- 
fairs. 

TSmng Raphel's latest visit the 
United States sent clear signs that 
the United States, and American oil 
executives, would prefer a stable 
route which had the acquiescence of 
the Afghan government rather than 
one which was in rebel-controlled 
territory and faced constant threats 
from government incursion as al- 



most happened in early Aprifwhen' 
the government briefly retook the 
Ghor province. Differences over 
this issue seem to 6e behind an in- 
creasing divergence of views be- 
tween the United States and Paki- 
stan. 

There were indications last year 
that the United States was behind 
Pakistan in helping to establish, arm, 
and support the Taleban. However, 
when it became less likely that the 
Taleban would be able to topple the 
Rabbani government, and that even 
if it did, forces loyal to Rabbani 
would still be able to control enough 
territory to cause instability in the 
country, the United States backed 
off in its support of the movement 
and intensified its efforts to push the 
different Afghan sides toward a 
peace agreement acceptable to all 
the factions. 

Major articles criticizing the 
Taleban suddenly appeared in the 
New York Times and other Ameri- 



ON 

ON 



T3 
C 
03 

C 

03 
JO 



£ S 

o -5 

« s 

, va Cu 

03 2^ 3 

2 E ^ 
c 

o 2 = 

,U -r^ .M 

i2 ,00 « 

a> < o 

^ O as O 

'zn w S S 



U V3 

x: o 

£ CO 

o o 

3 w 

C/5 



c 

03 
C/3 

a, 



c 



5 G. 

u •£ 

C c/3 



« .2 

J? 

3 

c c 

03 4> 

A U 

.£ ■= 



5> •« 



e/3 
O 

c 



o 
"o 

c/3 



c 

C3 

CA 

0^ 



C 

O 

> 

c 



c 

o 
o 



c c 

a CO 

c/3 (A 

•S < 

e/3 

o- .5 



c/3 

E 

3 

03 O 

C3 3 
O ^ 

c/3 1-4 

E ^ 

E 3 

o ^ 
o .52 



c 

03 
C/3 

12 

03 

cm 

SI 



3 

c/3 



C*.4 

C 

.2 E 

3 



c/3 

o 
o 



o 

c« 



c o 

03 

03 > 



03 

^ '5 
^ 5 c 



CO 

D. c/3 



c/3 

c 
c 

CO 



E 

> 
o 

E 



r« £ 

S < 



03 w 

13 
r§ *^ 

c*-< 

a> o 
cc 

C/3 



< ^ 

.£ 3 
O 03 



E 

Q. 



C3 

o 
-o 

a 

E 

C/3 -O 

03 O 

^ £ 

C c/3 

2 ^ 

'5b ^ 

Si 

c/3 



t 

6 



22 



Uncertainty has 
reached its peak in 
Afghanis tarn: Najib 

PESHAWAR - Former Afghan 
President Dr Najibullah has said that 
uncertainty has feafched its peak all 
over Afghanistan as a result of inter- 
nal fighting amongst the warring fac- 
tions arid increasing foreign interven-i 
tion in affairs of that countrfi Mo ^«ie 
could say about the future of this 
unfortunate country and its people. 

He expressed these views wijh a 
few Afghans who succeeded in Holcl- 
ing of meeting with him in the United 
Nations compound at Kabul a few 
days back. These Afghans who were 
affiliated with the former ruling Watan 
Party now are residing in Peshawar 
and are associated with an Interna- 
tional NGO. 

They said that during a trip to Kabul, 
they succeeded to enter the United 
Nations compound where they held a 
detail meeting with former Afghan 
President Dr Najibullah. Dr Najib who 
is residing in the compound since 
April 16, 1992 is accompanied by his 
brother Mr Ahmadzai and close aide 
Gen Jaspar. 

About routine activities of the ex- 
president, the Afghans told diis corre- 
spondent that he is regularlf^rteMfig 
newspapers and magazines being pro- 
vided to him by the United Nations. - 
Likewise, he is wiitdring several tel- 
evision networks through satellit©Sii# 
keeps himself busy in telephonic con- 
versation with his wife and daughters 
who are s^led in New Delhi. He is 
also recording Jiis memories and 
periences and likely to writeabc^kon 
the Afghan situation. 

They said, Dr Najibullah told them, 
"All of my predictions regariing 
tore set-up of Afghanistan in hands 
of warring factions proved correct. He 
however, expresseaWs ^^e concern 
over the fighting, bloodshed and de- 
struction in his motherland. He was of 
the view that as a result of foreign 
interference, Afghans are facing an 
uncertain situation in their mother--. 
land. About future, DR Najibullah 
said, "Neither he nor these warring 
leaders could predict abbut the future 
of their motherland". He said that all 
of them are unaware about the out- 
come of fighting and confrontation. 
But he made it clear that Afghans are 
passing through a cnicial stage of their 
history and all of them need to save 
their motheriand from further destruc- 
tion and bloodshed. He favo^i^cfit^e 
idea of an intra- Afghan dialogue with- 
out any foreign pressure and interfer-^ 

ence for resolving the matter. The Nat ion 



Stalemate may continiie as ICabiil 
ii^B^ ti) produce cold cash 



1%^ Fahd Husain 



ISLAMABAD - Kabul may have 
agreed in principle to pay compensa- 
tion to Pakistan for the damage to its 
embassy last year, but Rabbani has 
expressedhis inability lo prodiK:ecold 
cash. 

"He says he is willing to reconstruct 
the embassy but cannot pay cash," a 
senior of t'lcial m\d Th€ Nation. Ac- 
cording to him, Kabul is peddling the 
argument that it is short of cash and 
therefore is not in a position to fulfil 
Pakistan's demand of $15 million as 
compensation fdrTltiman and material 
losses as a result of the attack on Uie 
embassy in September last year. 

However, Pakistan is not ready to 
let Kabul reconstruct -IIhr ddftis^l^ 
embassy premises. "Which country in 
the world allows the host country to be 
responsible for the construction of its 
ciiiitassy buiWingi'^ argues a concerned 
ofTicial. After all, an embassy build- 
ing and the land it occupies is the 
property not of the host but the guest 
country and the host haS-ilO jurisdic- 
tion over it. No mission can afford to 
letthe host — however friendly it might 
be — be privy to the prettier. ii=«^tee 
of Pakistan and Afghaiii^iiiv is 
tlie first argument. 

The second is that the destroyed 
premises had originaliy befeft built 
the British for the use of their missifitt . 
and Islamabad doubts that Kabul can 
reconstruct the structure in its original 
classical style. As it is, the old artisans 
with the necessary skills for such c^- 
struction are now a dying breed, and 
the chance of their being in Kabul are 
ra30rthi»v 



In essence then, the stalemate be- 
tween Islamal^#and Kabul continues 
as far as opening of Pakistan's mis- 
sion in Kabul is concerned. Pakistan's 
ambassador to Afghanistan Qazi Hu- 
mayun has also been| nominated as 
envoy to Singapore (fiough this has 
officially not been announced) and his 
replacement is still being considered. 
One of tlie candidates is Tariq Osman 
Haider who is presently serving as 
ambassador in Turkmenistan. He had 
accompanied Foreign Minister Sardar 
Aseff Ali to Afghanistan in August 
last year and had sit in on all meetings 
and negotiations. However, nothing is 
final as yet. Islamabad is in no hurry 
because ffii^fe-openm| of ftehit^sJlWi 
in Kabul is still some time away. " • " 

The Afghan delegation which had 
visited Islamabad last week was con- 
veyed Pakistan's hesitancy to replace 
the demand for caili eott^t^ntion 
with the offer of reconstruction, and 
Kabul is now supposed to get back 
with an answer. The possibility of a 
Pakista#^dt%atiOT feisiting Kat^ul 
will only arise after 4^ answer from 
Kabul. 

Electricity however has returned lo 
-ICi^lewwsee^^H^ming on board 
of Gulbadin Hekmatyar. He had cut 
off the supply outside Kabul when he 
was at war \^ith Rabbani. But some 
fipOrts suggest that Ahmad Shah 
It^ood has told Hekmatyar that in 
order to prove his loyalty to Rabbani, 
he should attack the Taliban. 
Hekmatyar is said to have expressed 
■'confideBi^imt-fte u411fe»'i^i@?K vt 
them out of Paktia but Pakistani offi- 
cials believe this is easier said than 
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Afghanistan Receives Two 
Mediumwave Transmitters from 

Iran 

January 11, BBC, Radio Message of freedom; 

Radio 'Afgjfctaaistan, operated by the government of President 
Rabbani, reported on Sth January that Iran had dotiafced two 100-kw 
mediiimwave transmitters to Afghanistan. 

It said the transmitters, which were a gift from the Voice and 
Vision of -Ite islamic Republic bf Iran (the Iranian state 
broadcasting organization), were handed over by the Iranian 
ambassador in Kabul to Shamsolhak Arianfar, the head of Afghan 
Radio and Television, on 8th January. The report said the 
transmitt ers were Gen ttan-made and worth 10,000 dollar s. 

¥QIC£ OF TH^ NATION 
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Kabul delegation reports 
success in talks with Islamabad 



AFP 

KABUL: Pakistan reopen its gutted 
embassy here as soon as possible, a 
top official said Saturday after a senior 
Afghan government delegation re- 
turned from ice-breaking talks in 1:5- 
lamabad- 

Takistan is interested in improvL'-ig 
relations between our two govern- 
ments and in resumiiig their diplo- 
matic activities in Kabul as soon as 
possible,'' presidential spokesman 
Abdul A^ Murad told AFP 

"We have said we are ready to re- 
pair their damaged embassy here, but 
no date has yet been set for the return 
of Pakistan's mission,'* he said after 
being briefed by the delegation. 

The breakthrough came after the 
two sides held direct talks last week for 
the first time since their relations hit' 
an all time low after Isiamabad's Kabul 
embassy was ransacked and torched 
by an angry mob. 

Murad said "nothing had been 
mentioned" by the Pakistan side, in- 
cluding Fbreign Minister Aseff Ahmed 
All, about the. payment of compensa- 
tion for the building or the battered 
victims. He add^'thaf 'K^ibul was pre- 
pared to provide another building for 
embassy staff while the original mis- 
sion was being repaired. 

"It was a goodwill mission and no 
agreements were signed, but we were 
warmly v/elcomed and see the visit, 
which was significant and aimed at 
warming ties between us, as a suc- 
cess," Murad said. 

Murad said plans for a massive oil 
and gas pipeline to supply PsJdstan 
with oil and gas from the Central Asian 
state of Turkmenistan — and which 
would cross Afghanistan — were also 
discussed by the delegation headed by 
Transport Minister Abdul Ghaffar 
Saim. 

"The proposed pipeline project was 
certainly one of the main subjects of 
discussion between the two Sides as it 
would be extremely beneficial to both 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, Murad said. 

Observers here say that the sudden 
rapprochement between the rival 
neighbours and the prospect of Pak- 
istan reopening its embassy here cen- 
tre around the pipeline project ^iiich 
a US and an Argentine consortium are 
both bidding to build. 

The scheme will bring much- 
needed energy to Pakistan while 
hugely benefiting Afghanistan's econ- 
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omy by providing about 15,000 jobs 
ffid' by kemg'the"buildihg' df new 
roads, towns and infrastructure pro- 
jects to support the pipeline, officials 
and analysts said. 

The warming of Pak-Afghan ties 
came just weeks after US Assistant 
Secretary of State' Robin Raphel and 
senior US Senator Hank Brown visited 
both countries to urge them to mend 
fences. 

Anal}^ and sources here said the 
visits were partiall}' aimed at facilitat- 
ing the construction of the pipeline, 
which the US firm Unocal wants to 
build. "It seems that Kabul, Islamabad, 
Turkmenistan and tlie Taliban militia 
who control the pipeline's route are 
extremely interested in the project and 
want to see it go ahead," an analyst 
added. 

The pipeline plan could be a crudal 
factor in south and central Asian re- 
gional politics as it would give a huge 
economic boost to any area affected 
by it and would deal a blow to coim- 
tries left out of the deal, he said. 

The pipeline could also be ex- 
tended to India and later it could be 
connected to Siberian gas and oil 
pipelines, a move which would link the 
far Russian east vatli tlie massive mar- 
kets of South Asia. 

There's a lot of money involved 
here, so much so it could not only 
vastlv alter the economies of the coun- 
tries and regions concerned but also 
their politics and alliances," the analyst 

said. News 5/12" 
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. Dostarh may 
not join new 
alliance 

F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR — Uzbek Afghan 
warlord Rash id Dostam is unlikely 
to join a tentative alliance between 
President Rabbani and Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, given his personality 
clash with Ahmad shah Masood, 
observers say. 

Rabbani's Jamiat-i-Islami 
sources told The Frontier Post here 

SuiKiny tlio lliiilod .SlaUiij luiri 
roped in Uostani to lorni a front 
against the Kabul government. 

With the latest development of 
Hekmatyar rejoining the Kabul 
government, the opposition al- 
liance Shoora Hum Aahangi may 
fell apart automatically, other 
sources said. 

Sources in the Hezb-i-Islami led 
by Hekmatyar said the Hezb lead- 
ers were trying to hitch up Dostam 
to the emerging alliance of reli- 
gious parties. 

Once Hezb is assigned new 
portfolios, it is certain that it will 
ropliico pro r:onunnni.sl oloinDiils 
and high ranking army ollicors 
who are under the influence of 
Russia and India because of their 
previous affiliations. The Hezb 
sources say they have formed al- 
liance with Rabbani to eliminate 
Russian and Indian -influence in 
Afghanistan. In such.: a situation 
there seems no role fot'Dostam. 

Frontier Post '4/29 
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Rabbani-Hekmat alliance blow to Pak efforts 



ISLAMABAD - Afghan President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani will be brim- 
ming with confidence when he meets 
President Faiooq Leghari in Ashkabad 
on Monday or Tuesday. With Gulba- 
din Hekmatyarjoimiig him formally, 
Rabbani' s regime has received a big 
boost both symbolically as well as 
militarily. Among those who are ad- 
versly afftected by this move is Paki- 
stan. 

"The Rabbani-Hekmatyar alliance 
will have a bad affect on us," admitted 
an official on Monday. He might be 
understating the consequences. 

Kabul needed a Pashtun ally to 
broaden its ethnic base. It has got one. 
Pakistan wanted to isoitte Rabbani 
and strengthen the ShuraHum Ahange. 
Both wishes don't appear to be mate- 
rialising. The balance has shifted in 
favour of Kabul and these realities 
will reflect in the talking points which 
have been prepared for President ^ 
Leghari for the meeting with Rabbani. 
Both are presently attending thefouitfe 
ECO summit in Ashkabad, Turknaen- 
istan. 

The Rabbani-Hekmatyar alliance 
did not materialise out of 
the blue. It had been brew- 
ing for some time and Ka- 
bul had atregular intervals 
leaked the news of meet- "■ ♦ : , - 
ings between the representatives. Hek- 
matyar who had helped form the op- 
position Shura Hum Ahange— (Su- 
preme Coordination Council) had as- 
suaged the fears of SCC members that 
he would not take any step without 
their approval and that he was negoti- 
ating with Rabbani for a broader peace 
plan. Now the SCC members are ac- 
cusing himof going back on his words. 
They "may expel him from the coun- 
cil—but that's all they can do at the 
moment. 

Now that the reality of the alliance 
has sunk in, various officials in Islam- 
abad are admitting grudgingly that 
Pakistan has almost been 
marginalised in Afghan 
affairs. It stands alone 
holding the TaUban baby 
■ with nowhere to go. Tne, 
worst fears appear to be coming true. 
While Rabbani and Masood are con- 
solidating their position in Kabul both 
in militar}' as well as political termi. 
Pakistan finds itself almost out of 
options. 

What went wrong? According, to 
officials, it was a combination of var- 



ious factors: "Events did not favom u;, 
and ilie Taliban move did not pay the 
required dividends," says one. Tlien 
the Saudis and the Americans jumped 
off the bandwagon, depriving Paki- 
stan of the crucial international back- 
ing which had pla3'ed such a major 
role during the Jehad. Pakistan also 
foimd itself snapped for funds which 
are "perhaps the most important ele- 
ment in forgmg an Afghan policy, 
according to those who are active, 
players in this game. 

In the absence of all these factors, 
there is nothing much except a loi of 
frustration. "We have lost all clout 
aod don't have any leverage over Af- 
§has&»'' bemoaned a source. He was 
reminiscing about the old days when 
Pakistan was the sole kin^m.nker in 
Alghanistan with money tidvvrng in 
from Riyadh and Washington pack- 
aged with unlimited political support. 
At home, there was complete unanim- 
ity over Afghan policy, in stark C6n- 
trast to the siiuawon now when it has 
become a hotly debated issue with 
opposing view points being propagated 
by dilTerent .schi(>6ls of thought in the 
media ;md in the establishment. 

Some analysis believe lliat the at- 
tack on the l^akistani embassy in Kabul 
last Hiipteinber sealed the fateof Pa^i- 
stan's policy because it forced 
Istaiuabad into taking a hardline posi- 
tion. Perhaps officials were referring 
W illis when they blamed events for 
bringing Kabul and Islamabad where 
they are today in relation toeachother. 
These analysts believje that after the 
: ittJiek, Pakistan had thrceoplions: first, 
i pretend the event never happened and 
carry on with diplomacy; second, re- 
taliate in kind and hit hack at Rabbani; 
and tliifd, adopt a w;ait ind see policy 
v\ hile indulging in a guarded war of 
wor(l:>. lslainai)uil chose the last op- 
lion. 

In hindsight, neither of the three 

v.i;re real (options. They were bitter 
choices thrust upon policymakers grop- 
ing foragamcplane that would deliver 
results. They were chasing shadows. 

Confusion followed. In the last one 
year, Pakistan altitude towards 
, Rabbani has gone from hostility to 
anger to a realisation that a dialogue is 
essential. During this period, Kabul 
has notshifted stances. It has played its 
cards well. The alliance with 
Hekmatyar is just one example. After 
having been forced to withdraw by the 
Taliban, Hekmatyar had been 
marginalised in the Afghan power 



struggle. He ijeither had funds, nor 
territory. Officials admit that when he 
came to Pakistan, he v.'as treated as 
such here. Islamabad's focus was on 
Rashced 'Do.stiim and the Taliban. 
Hekmatyar had become small fry. 
Rabbani had sensed this and thus ze- 
roed in on Hekmatyar in an effort to 
woo him into his fold. He found willing 
and recept i ve ears. The rest is history. 

What will be ih c iTimifications of this 
alliance? All agree that Rabbani will 
be strengthened and Pakistan's propa- 
gandaagainstRabbani'sregimebeing 
a small minority will be diluted. In : 

, addition, chances of fresh fighting ; 

. breaking out have Incwsased. Rtbbant j 
with his new-found confidence might 
be tempted to lake on the Taliban who 
in turn might consider taking a swipe at 
Hektnatyar. 

flovvever all this dcpciuis on the 
final picture that emerges from the 
Rubbaui-Hekmaiyar alliance. As yet 
there iire no c«mf!r#iations about how 
many troops Hekmatyar is bringing in. 
what .sort of a power-sharing lornuila 
is being worked out and what ot fices 
are being offered to Hekmatyar. There 
is no .shortage of officials in Pakistan 
who will be hopig^ thai this alliance 
falls through aftera whilein a habitual 
Afghan fashion. „ . . . . 

./.r By Fahd Husain 

News 5/15 ' 
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n Ghor, an assessment was made 
during August 1995 of the minaret that 
has so perplexed historians of Islamic 
architecture. Reports of the vulnerability 
of this isolated monument prompted Dr 
A.W Najimi to travel to the area to 
ascertain the state of the mmaret. In his 
resulting report, he proposes that a 
protective wall be buih along the eastern 
bank of the Jam fiver' to reduce the 
possibility of undermining of "the 
foundations bv flood waters UNESCO 
has contnbuied resources for this work, 
which should take place m the course of 
1996 

SPACH NEWSLETTER 5/96 




Hekmatyar rejoins Kabul 




KABUL, May 13 (AFP): The first 
of a force of l2,(m Afgltaft= troops 
of the opposition Hezb-i-Islanii 
group began arriving here Mon- 
day after the faction rejoined the 
Kabul government, Mezb efficials 



to 

said here. 



The alhancc, announced Mon- 
day by the defence ministry and 
conhrmcd by top Hezb officials 
now based in Kabul, is one of the 
most significant here in years and 
could transform Afghanistan's 
whole political landscape, analysts 
here said. 

About 1,000 troops loval fo 
Hezb leader and former premier 
Gulbaddm Hekmatyar are al- 
ready^ billeted in barracks in 
Kabul's eastern and south western 
suburbs and more are expected to 
come, M^b conimanders said. 
In addition, some of the fac- 
'tion's top officials have rented 
houses -in ^. the. capital, '.where 
^■hundrrds-rdfr^ffmicallv Pashtun 
Hezb troops coul4 be seen on the 
streets Monday. 

"The deal between our two 

has now basically been 
tinahsed and we havc'begun im- 
plementing the terms of tJie^c^^ 
cord agreed between us," the too 
^ommander here General 
Abdul Majid Niazi told AFP. 

"Our troops are stttiontd in 
two barracks in the city al^ngsi^e 
government men and we are ex- 
pecting more senior officials, in- 
cluding Engineer Hekmatyar m 
come to Kabul soon," he said. 

"There are still one or two 
small problems to be ironed out, 
but we are now botli on the same 
side after being ideologically sepa- 
rated for years through the' inter- 
ference of our foreign enemies," 
he added. 

He said 12,000 Hezb soldiers, 
unril recently arch-foes of the be- 
leaguered Kabul administration 
would be posted in the capical un- 
der the first phase of the im- 
plementation of the pact slgnf^ in 
February. 

Un.'er the political md military 
accora 'he Hezb will also be given 
the pt,,r of prime minister, 

, minister of defence and minister 
of finance in the~newly broadened 
administration, ofircials taid. 
Sources from both groups said 

the Hezb leader and his top cadre? 

would arrive in besieged Kabul 



"soon" to take up government 
posts, although neither could give 
an exact date. 

The deal came after months of 
tense negotiations between the 
two sides and amid persistent 
rumours of either a successful 
conclusion to the pact or of a 
complete breakdown in talks. 

The Hczb-i-I.slanii bm finally 
jv>i!>ed the government, im- 
plementing the agreement signed 
between the two groups," a 
d efence snokcsnian said. ^ 

"They have already . started 
deploying troops at government 
bases in Kabul and will fight un- 
der the government bantieir in 
any military operation against the 
Taliban or any other enemy of the 
state," he added. 

A full political and military al- 
liance' between the two, which 
now seems likely, would give 
both groups a oiajor and much 
needed boQSt> analysts said. 

It would, give the Hezb n-.ore 
land to use and a greater say in the 
running of the government, while 
it would broaden the base and the 
military strength of the ethnical- 
ly Tajik -dominated government. 

The deal casts greater doubt on 
the fiiture of the Afghan opposi- 
tion coalitiom %?<rhteiT Hekmatyar 
helped found, the Supreme Coor- 
dination Council (SCC), and 
could transform the political land- 
scape here, irtalysts said. 

Our Peshawar Bureau adds: 
The Hezb sources in Peshawar 
when contacted strongly refuted 
the reports reaching from Kabul 
that any agreement had been 
reached between the Rabbani 
government and the 
Hezb-e-Iskmi. 

Meanwhile, Afghan Minister 
for Civil Aviation and Tourism, 
Dr Abdur Rchman on Monday 
held a crucial meeting with Nan- 
garhar Governor Haji Qadecr at 
the laters palace in Jalalabad and 
delivered a special message of Af- 
ghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. 

Thcf Afghan niini.stcr, Alghan 
-^rccs said, landed in the Nai^ 
if^' capital on Sunday amid 
.m^uhuons to resum/^J^h 
Q^^-J^do peace talks with Afghan 
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to have reacHrd Jalalabad where 
he is likely to hold meeting with 
President Rabbani's emissary on 
the current situation in Af- 
ghanistan. Afghan observers here 
are attributing importance to f he 
upcoming meeting between Gila-* 
ni and Dr Rehman. It is all due to 
Pre.sident Rabbani's frequent 
offers to the Pir to take power 
from him and the hitters heart 
burning for the purpose but the 
pressure he has been facing from 
a couple of likc-minsrfcd Afgh«i 
leaders, preventing him to take 
charge ot the presidency. Afghan 
$omt€i believe that Dr Rehman 
was likely to request 1% sSteiil© 
visit Kabul and hold direct negoti- 
ations with the Afghan president 
an4 his aides. 

t>r AbdiiT^tliman is said to be 
a common friend of Commander 
Ahmad Shah Masud and Presi- 
dent Rabbani enjoying strong and 
tfdi<» fclatics*is^tl te^f^'the Af- 
ghan leaders. Known for his 
genius in holding negotiations 
with opposition leaders, Dr Re- 
hmm has reportedly been as- 
sipied the crucial task of conftiiw*. 
ing consultations with the oppo- 
sition party Hezb-e-Islami. 
The Muslim 5/14 " 



GOVERNMENT OF 

P A'RiSf A#*TO 3 -; 
PURCHASE " 
ANTIQUITIES 

The Government of Pakistan, has 

announced that it will set aside some $1 
million to purchase antiquities from 
Central Asia and Afghanistan with the 
purpose of preventing their illegal export. 
It is proposed that such objects will be 
returned to the relevant authorities in the 
country of origin. SPACH has offered 
assistance to the Pakistani authorities in 
this regard. ^"^ . ' , 
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AFGHANISTAN NEWS SERVICE 5/9/96 
AFGHAN NEWS BRIEFS - May 9, 1996 

(VOA) AFGHANISTAN HAS BEEN OUT OF FRONT PAGE HEADLINE IN THE 
UNITED STATES FOR SOME TIKE. AND SOME MEMBERS OF THE U-S 
CONGRESS SAY THAT IS A BIG MISTAKE. THEY SAY INSTABILITY IN THAT 
COUNTRY POSES A GR^VE SECORITX ^liSEAT . AS V-O-A^ S WMJUi 

WOLFSON REPORTS, THEY SAY THE. ©RISIS. .FAtlSG ArSHANISTAN IS FAR 
TOO IMPORTANT TO IGNORE. ^^ian tAR 

CONGRESSMAN EDWARD ROYCE CALLS AFGHANISTAN ^THE LAST 
BATTLEFIELD OF THE COLD WAR." THE CALIFORNIA REPUBLICAN SAVS 
LONG AFTER THE (1989) SOVIET WITHDRAWAL FROM AFGHAN SOlT XT 
REMAINS A mTZm IN TURMOIL AND IN PAIN. 

ONE OUT OF THREE AFGHAN CHILDREN DIES BEFORE THE AGE OF 
FIVE... OVER HALF A MIliEION AFGHAN CHILDREN ARE 

ORPHANED OVER HALF THE POPULATION WAS EITHER KILLED 

OR DISABLED OR DISPLACED DURING THE WAR. AND IT IS TIME 
FOR TKM" SAD ERA OF UNIMAGINABLE SUFFERING TO BE BROUGHT 
TO AN END. 



.AND NO 



MR. ROYCE SAYS THE LEGACY OF THE 1979 SOVIET INVASION OF 

AFGHANISTAN HAS BEEN INSTABILITY FACTIONAL FIGHTING... 

REAL FUNCTIONING GOVERNMENT. ' ' 

INSTEAD OF THE WORLD COMMUNITY COMING TO«iETHER TO ASSIST 
THE AFGHAN PEOPLE IN RE-ESTABLISHING A LEGfTIMAT 
GOVERNMENT, IN RECONSTRUCTING THEIR INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
IN PROMOTING HUMAN RIGHTS AND DEMOCRACY, THE WORLD 
WATCHED — AND THE UNITED STATES WATCHED — AS 
AFGHANISTAN FELL INTO A DESTRUCTIVE CYCLE OF CIVIL WAR, 
DESOLATION AND RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM. 

AT A MEETING OF THE ASIA SUBCOMj^TEE OF THE HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES, SEVERAL LAWMAKERS SPOKE OF THE SECURITY THREAT ' 
POSED BY AFGHANISTAN. IT IS NOW THE WORLD'S SECOND LARGEST 
P.RODUCER OF OPlHi- POPPIES' fm Itt^m. AND SC3Mfi tm^'S ONCe'uSED 
BY AFGHAN FREEBOM ^ WGHTERS ARE NCSf TRAINING GWXJmS FOR 
TERRORISTS. , -•, " \ - 

THEIR CONCERNS WERE ECHOED BY ROBIN RAPHEL, THE ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SOUTH ASIA. SHE TOLD THE SUBCOMMITTEE 
THAT 17 YEARS OF FIGHTING HAVE DESTROYED AFGHANISTAN. 
AFGHANISTAN HAS BECOME A CONDUIT FOR DRUGS, CRIME AND 
TERRORISM THAT CAN UNDERMINE PAKISTAN, THE NEIGHBORING 
CENTRAL ASIAN STATES AND HAVE AN IMPACT BEYOND TO EUROPE 
AND TO RUSSIA. 

MS. RAPHEL RECENTLY TRAVELED TO THE REGION, WHERE SHE SHARED 
SEVERAL IDEAS FOR DEALING WITH THE AFGHAN SITUATION. SHE SAID 
THERE WERE SOME DISCUSSIONS OF AN INTERNATIONAL PEACE CONFERENCE 
BUT SHE HELD OUT MORE HOPE FOR PROSPECTS OF AN ARMS EMBARGO. 
THERE WAS QUITE A BIT OF SUPPORT IN PAKISTAN, IN THE RIM 
STATES OF CENTRAL ASIA, PBRimPS TO A LESSEF^"' DEGREE IN 
MOSCOW. I THINK MANY COUNTRIES BELIEVE -TK^T fHiS' IS A 
IDEA THAT IS WORTH EXPLORING FURTHER. - 
SOME SUBCOMMITTEE MEMBERS,' HOWfeVER, WERE UNteONVlNCED . 
CALIFORNIA REPUBLICAN DANA ROHRABACHER CHALLENGED THE AS5ISTAI^¥ " 
SECRETARY OF STATE. HE SAID INDIA'S ROLE IN AFGHANISTAN IS A 

DIRECT RESULT OF ITS TENSE RELATIONSHIP WITH PAKISTAN IRAN 

WANTS TO PUT PRESSURE ON THE WEST AND RUSSIA SEES AN 

UNSTABLE AFGHANIST.^N AS A FORCE PUSHING CENTRAL ASIAN REPUBLICS 
TO SEEK CLOSER TIES WITH MOSCOW. 

I AM DISMAYED THAT IT TS YOUR ^JUDGMENT THAT BASICALLY 
RUSSIA AND INDIA AI.'D IRAN WILL FIND IT IN' THEIR INTEREST 
TO HAVE A STABLE AFGHANISTAN. THAT IS NOT IN TH'^'IR 
INTEREST. 

BUT MS. RAPHEL DISAGREED. SHE SAID THE SITUATION FACING 
COUNTRIES IN TH. REGION IS COMPLEX ....THEY ZvE^^Y mmiES 

ATWa"w^t\"^Se"f.^""^^ '^-""^ ^ - "--HBOR 
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ccording to Kabul reports Gulbadin Hek- 
matyar, leader of the Hezb-i-Lslami, has fi- 
nally joined hands with Burhanuddin Rab- 
— bani, and about 1,000 of his Pashtun 
b-oops have arrived in Kabul and been bIJleted in two 
barracks. More of the Hezb troops are expected to 
^ moving into the capital later under the terms of 
the pact signed in February. However, the r^ort said 
that Hekmatyar has yet to reach Kabul. But his" 
spokesman m Peshawar denied that Hezb forces had 
been deployed in Kabul, saying tliat a formal agree- 
ment on co-operation is yi^to-lie^M^d between his 
party and the Rabbani government. 
An agreement between Hekmatyar and Rabbani 
alrieadf in the pipeline given the prolonged ne- 
gotiations that had been takB^?^^ betw^n the 
two sides since February. It was a matter of time be- 
fore the pact was signed and the decisions put into 
effect. The proposed accord covers both political and 
secunty aspects, which are designed to eliminate tlie 
differences between the two sides and to set up a 
common defence. • , 

It i^s, not cl^r to what extent the Hezb forces 
which are put at 12,000 according to ui^cmfirmed 
reports, will strengthen the punch of the Rabbani 
army Hekmatyar had lost most of his territory and a 
lot of military equipment when he had to give away 
i before the TaUban tide. Only some of the areas are 
still under his control and his forces' strength is un- 
certain as they have not been involved in any fighting 
since last 3«F«e^^wflvef feeft^tff^. it is stiU to be 
seen whether the Hezb troops deployment in Kabul 
wiU radically improve besieged Rabbani's fortunes. 

The accord, however, will greatly benefit Rabbani 
pohtically with an important Pashtun leader coalesc- 
ing with what till now was seen as a largely Tajik- 
based setup. This will give it a more national profile, 
and overcome the reluctance of other smaller Pash- 
tun factions to^a^f^ Rabbani. A dodr vM also be 
opened for some of the members of the Supretne Co- 
ordination Council of Islamic Revolution of. 
Afghanistan (SCCIRA) to follow suit. If a new con-' 
sortium, clubbing most of the Afghan factions, ex- 
cluding the Taliban is formed, it should efl®^vely 
end the conflict in the country 

Pakistan's stance in this latest development is un- 
certain, but given the support it extended late last 
year to form an anti-Rabbani alliance, it is not likely 
to appreciate the move. But this should not be taken' 
to suggest that Islamabad will not welcome any ef- 
fort, that will help in ending the conflict in 
Afghamstan. Witli the Helanatyar-Rabbani pact re- 
quirmg the latter to step down after six months, tlie 
chances are bright for a non-Rabbani-led adminis- 
tration to emerge in Kabul. This has been the thrust 
of Islamabad's policy as it saw the leader having 
tilted too far from a neutral stand. 

Nfws' 5/15 



The following text was sent to us by Siddieq Noorzoy with a note daring us to print 
it. We dare^ but we do not know its provenance. 

Extract of Agreement Between A,S, Masud and the Soviet 40th Army 

At the insistent request of the president, Soviet representatives devoted 
much effort to the arranging contacts with Masud and encouraging his cooperation 
with the government. The military command established contact with him through 
intermediaries and with the agreement of Nadzhibulla submitted issues for 
discussion, which were certified and authenticated with the embassy's stamp. 

Document: Points for Discussion with Akhmad Shakh 

1 . The creation with the context of a unified Afghanistan of Tadzhik autonomy 
on the basis of areas inhabited by Tadzhiks, including territories of the 
provinces of Badakhshan, Takhar, Kunduz, Baglan, parts of Parvan i~Kapis, and 
also forms of self-government within this area. 

2. Tadzhik representation and specific positions within the apparatus of the 
presidency, the National Parliament, and the Cabinet of Ministers of Afghanistan. 

3. Official recognition of the lOA (Islamic Movement in Afghanistan, Rabbani) 
as an independent party and one possessing equal rights in Afghanistan. 

4. Creation on the basis of the lOA formations of a regular Tadzhik military 
force and its inclusion in the VS RA. Definition of the tasks of this force both 
in respect to the national interest 

[presumably meaning Tadzhik interests] and in respect to general governmental 
tasks, including the safeguarding of the route from Khairaton to Kabul. 

5. The establishing of peace within the framework of Tadzhik autonomy and the 
creation of conditions for the return of normal life to its population. 

6. Issues of economic development in the north-eastern region. Cooperation 
on the part of the government of Afghanistan in this matter, as well as 
multifaceted aid, including economic, medical and other sorts of aid, as well as 
the development of border 

trade . 



The issues which I have raised have been raised and agreed to by the Soviet 
ambassador, Juri M. Vorontsov and by General V.I. Varennikov, who in their turn 
have cleared these issues with the leadership of the Republic. 

Sources of Inform ation; The operational Group of the MO SSSR in Afghanistan ... 
Headquarters of the Fortieth Army, Kabul > 1988 

. . .Akhmad Shakh sent word that he was prepared to discuss these issues and 
that he also had other suggestions. The Soviet representatives expressed their 
willingness to travel to the spot designated with Masud without protection and 
without weapons (at that time they were the Soviet ambassador, Juri M. Vorontsov, 
and the leader of the Operational Group of the Soviet Ministry of Defense, 
General V.I. Varennikov). At this point, it was suggested to Masud that he 
conclude an agreement with the government of the RA and jointly with units of the 
Afghan VS (Fortieth Army) protect a part of the Kabul-Khairaton route or that he 
protect it with only his own forces, having given written assurance that columns 
would be allowed to pass. 

Draft of a Pro tocol Concerning Conditions for Mutual Relations Between the 
Leadership of Sov iet Forces in Afghanistan and the Armed Opposition of Pandzhsher 
(lOAP) 

Motivated by good intent and a desire to consolidate peace in Afghanistan, 
the contracting parties have signed to the present protocol, in accordcince with 
which they assume the following obligations. 

1 . To fully halt military actions in the Southern Salang and in other regions \ 

adjacent to the Kabul-Khairaton route, including cuiy firing from any sort of • 
weaponry upon positions held by brigades and groups of the lOA, villages, sentry 
brigades and posts of Soviet and Afghan troops, the MGB and Tsarandoi. 
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2. The armed detachments of Pandzhsher take upon themselves responsibility for , 
safeguarding communications between Tadzhikan and Chaugani with the aim of 
preventing shelling, robbery and other actions against Soviet and Afghan troops. 

3. The Soviet side undertakes to provide according to mutual agreement the 
necessary quantity of provisions, articles of immediate necessity and other 
materiel within the time agreed upon by the parties for the material maintenance 
of Pandzhsher and those regions belonging to the indicated portion of the route. 

4 Detachments and groups of other parties will not be permitted to enter the 
region under discussion with the goal of firing upon Soviet Jttia Afghan cioitffliis, 
carrying out terrorist acts, or sabotage of the pipii-liae. Should attempts by 
armed members of such parties to carry out these acts occur, the Soviet side 
expresses its willingness to provide the armed detachments of Pandzhsher at their 
request with artillery and aviation support. 

5 To exchange information and exert cooperative efforts to seek out Soviet 
and Afghan citizens who have disappeared within the region under discussion. 

6 In the case of heightened tensions to conduct meetings with the purpose of 
mutual consultations concerning the avoidance of renewed military actions m the 
interest of maintaining peace in the specified zone. 

7 The effect of the present protocol extends throughout the territory, 
stretching for 30 kilometers in both directions from the line of communication 
between Tadzhikan and Chaugani. Beyond these boundaries, Sm±Bt troops^ and the 
armed forces of Pandzhsher have the ri^ht to conduct operations aimed at the 
liquidation of armed detachments and groups belonging to any pities which have 
not halted military action against the contracting side. 

8. tfee present protocol takes effect from the mca^nfe of signing. 

Source of information: The Operations Group of the MO SSSR in A fqh^istan, 
December. 1988 (The docvjmaat was visaed by Lieutenant-General B.V. Gromov, RA 
Minister of Defense, Shakh Navaz Tanaem, and Akhmad Shakh Masud) . 
Note: The preceeding extracts are from a 15 page document. Translation of the 
d^ent from the Russian language provided by the DepartM^ SlwdJiS'C^iS^es 
and Literature, Harvard University, and were made available to me by Alexandre 
Fedotov, former member, CPSU, and Minister of Information under Ukrainian 
President, Leonid Krowchuk. Currently, Fedotov, who is also a Ph.D. of history, 
is second in command to current President, Kruchma of Okraitte. tHe^Grigms of 
the documents are the memoirs of the former Director, First Department, KGB, 
Leonid Shebarshin, and were subsequently published in Moscow, during 1992, m 
both the TRUD newspaper, and in his auto-biography. Anatoly Sudaplotov, fWBjr 
KGB general, and author of Special Tasks , also confirmed the authentxc:ity o£ the 
documents to me during a pbone interview, August, 1995. 

For additional information see: , 

Lim ited ContinQent. Boris Gromov. Moscow, 1994, The Soldiers Story, Anna 

Heinamaa. Maiia Leppanen and Yuri Yurchenko, si^ley, 1994, The Russian Elite 
Inside Spetsnaz and the Airborne Forces. Carey Schofield, Lon don, 1993. IM 
preceeding document was published serially, and in i ts entirety, 3»p t^ ftasU^ish 
and Pari liifiqfuaqes by the Afghanistan Mirror durin g 1993. 

Bruce Richardson [who, we gather, wrote the article. Ed.] , 

NEWS RELEASE 

A Icmi assassin, tm^ with a 30 cm. kitchen knife, attacked and stabbed the 
Jewish Pgm\cY^ emissary in Hungary, Yisrael Taub. in his ofTics at the "Masorst 
OvoT' School m audtpest yesterday morning. The attacker. Ahmed Bur, a native of 
Afghanistan who has for a number of years been employed at the school as a 
sanftation inspector by me Hungarian Health Ministry, told police that he had 
decided to kill an Israeli after hearing that Israelis were killing Moslem children in 
Israel. 
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A WEEXLY PUBUCATION FOR 
THE AFGHAN OOlMMUffriY IN 
TBE UNnnED STATES AND 
TBDROUGHOUTTHE WORLD. 

Vol.4 No.48(204) March 19, 1996 



OMAID Weekly carried the following 
reproduction of a sales catalog which 
has many objects undoubtedly from 
the Kabul Museum. The inforsation 
was sent to OMA.ID by M. J^il Hanlfy 
who received the catalog fXQM one of 
his students at a university in 
Michigan. The source of the catalog 
was not identified. 




143. GANDARIN HEAD, made of black basalt. Very detailed and 

life size. Comes on a base. (Afghanistan) AD 200. 11' 2000 

201. BRONZE CAGED MAN. Top part of a staff, depicts 
man's head In a cage. Comes on ■ base (Afghanistan) 
AD 200. 3Vz' 

207. GANDARIN WALL FRAGMENT. Made of black basalt. Depicts 
two standing figures, triangular designs along bottom AD 200 
(Roman-Afghanistan) 10" xAVi" 300 

211. GANDARIN HEAD, made of terra cotta. Head from a 
statue, a little crude, some age cracks, serene face. 

AD2oo.r 

214. BAKTRIAN COSMETIC DISH, made of black basalt. 
Heart shaped with geometric designs on outside of 
dish. (Afghanistan) 3000 BC. 2Va" , 300 

227. GANDARIN STATUE. Made of black basalt. Forearms mteslng 
otherwise Hs In mint «ondition. Three Buddha figures 
at base. Unusually large. Ceme* on « base. (Afghanistan) 
AD 200. statue 31" 8000 

265. BAKTRIAN STAMP SEAL Made of copper. Depicts designs 
on seal wKh animal on top of stefti HI sead. £000 tC. 

7" diam ?" too to bottom 500 



Antiques being smuggled 
out by capital based gang 



ISLAMABAD: The law-ertfordng 

agencies are on their toes hunting for 
antediluvian objects worth millions of 
rupees which, were attempted to be 
bootlegged to Japan, Eagtend and 
other western countries. 

The agencies have been informed 
that precious items of the country's 
heritage dating back to Gandhara 
Civilisation were moved to a antique 
outlet, a travel agency operating in 
Super Market here. The antiques out- 
let and a travel agent are allegedly 
smi^ng out pr«:ioiffi d)jects to "tibe 
international market, highly placed 
sources disclosed to The News. 

The plain-dc&es men aie ifeepii% 
an eye on each and ev«y move of the 



suspects. The antiques being smug- 
gled out of the country include Stu- 
pas, necklaces, swords, metai neck- 
laces, green horns (small, large and 
square shaped), gold-coated stone 
plates, solid gold cocks and Mughal 
coins (Yahya period). 

The antiques are being moved out 
of the countiy through cargo and the 
chief of the underworld in antiques 
business, based in the federal capital, 
controls the entire illegal trade in the 
country. The gang owns antique 
showrooms in Japan, England and 
other western countries. They have 
similar outlets in the fe«terai capital 
and Peshawar The base of the gang is 
in Islamabad Super Market where two 
of ifea@S^»e ii^tiE)^ hmQ been oper- 
ating frcsn a long time. 
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medallion bust of young niaiffrom Begram, 1st century a.d. 



The collection in Peshawar continues to 
grow, with some 800 photos and slides 
and many articles and books, mainly 
contribuliiv hy private individuals, 
f tossing princip^y on historic 
mnwiflitnts and. sites, the collection is 
intended to act as a resource for those 
researching or publisfii% abowt oiituftl 
issues m Afghanistan. Those interested in 
hdvihg access to material or, ^ij^h to 
make contributions should contact Ms. 
Nancy Dupree at ACBAR/ARIC, 2 
Rahman Babar Road, University Town 
or P.O. Box 1084, U.T., Peshawar, 
Pakistan. 
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Afghanistan threatened with 
ecological disaster 



KABUL (AFP) — Sixteen years of almost 
constant war. have brought embattled 
Afghanistan to the brink of and environmental 
disaster, aid workers here say. 

After the war of resistance against the 
country's Soviet invaders and four years of civ- 
il conflict, the Afghans have abandoned envi- 
ronmental management and control in favour 
of simple su^vi^m!. ' ■ 

The immediate result of the destruction has 
already proved deadly. 

More than 100 people are reported dead;pr 
missing while up to !20,00C' have been affect- 
ed by flooding in seven of Afghanistan's 
provinces. Aid workers say the inundations 
were made more serious by environmental 
damage. 

"Afghanistan is leetering on the edge of an 
environmental disaster, one which is having 
devastating consequences not only on the 
land but also 'on the people Kabul-based aid' 
worker Bob McKerrow said. 

McKerrow, a former conservationist who 
heads the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Sccieties here, said 
Afghans were pushing their environment to 
the limit m a bid to continue feeding their 
families. 

"Because of years of intense hardship aft^ a 
lack of education, the Afahan people have 
been slowly and systematically destroying 
their natural heritage anc theiefor^, theii ^- 
tures. cl 
• "The only thing they can csn^ntrate on at 
the moment is survival but by destroying 
their ecosystem :o get by in the short term, 
they are jeopardising ihei: chances of future 
survival." he Mc; 

Farmers are ciiltivating land formerly left 
unsown and are extending their crop areas 
right up to the snow line m order to increase 
their short-term -aelds. 

In addition, cattle are being allowed to eat 
the top of grass and plants, before goats are 
let loose on the same area, pulling up the 
roots of the grass and leaving the teftd b^feff 
for the next season. 

Simultaneously, millicns of the country's 
trees are being felled for firewood by cold and 
hungry Afghans. unccntrDlled logging v/hich 
renders vast tracts of iar.d free of vegetation 
and leads to soil erosion. 

These methocs are exnausting the soil and 
its nutrients and making many parts of , the ex- 
tremely mountainous ccuntrV prtjne tb' ftesh 
floods and landslides. 

"The plants that usee to soak up excess 
water have now gone, making the run-cif from 
melting snows and heavy rams potentially 
deaaiy for the same recnie that uprooted the 
plants," McKerrow said. 

"Before the war there was m^anagement of 
forestry, water supplies and reserves and 
flooding was therefore not as severe as it is 
now," he said. 

"But these days poverty is deep-rooted and 
every inch o: land is grazed, cultivated or 



cleared of trees, taking away the elements 
which once soaked up excess wmter and caus- 
ing worse flooding than usual." 

Thousands of homes and heads of livestock 
were destroyed in last week's flooding, v/hile 
hundreds of acres of agiicultucal add Village 
land was ruined, according to sources in the 
affected areas. 

But the mundations are not a one-off occur- 
rence which can be put davm to bad luck, 

Last year, 300 people died in a massive 
landslip m the northern province of 
Badakshan. while 12 more civilians were 
killed in similar circumstances during flooding 
there last week, rescue workers said. 

"This is not a problem which is going to go 
away," McKerrow warned. "If anything, it's 
gomg to get vjoise. 

"The problem is that it's extrem.ely hard to 
tell people they should protect their trees and 
s©fi when they are sick, cold, poor and in 
some cases stafvtfif arwl need whati^ sQs- i 
tenance they can lay their hand.^ on " he said. \ 
luiiLlei ' Foot — ~ ' 



Over 100 feared 
dead as floods 
liit seven Af^an 
proidnces 

KABUL: More tb.an 100 people are 
feared dead after seven Afghan 
pro\dnces were hit by severe flooduig, 
vmch affected up to 120,000 people, 
aid woikei-s saitf hefrfe Moitdaf; 

A( least 45 people are coiiruiiied 
kiih'd and a niininium of 70 arc miss- 
ing following t!ie floods triggorcd by 
seasonal rains and melting snows in 
the countiy's rugged nionriUiins, tliey 
said. ■ 

The deluge has vi^iped out thou- 
sands of lu)u.ses and hoads of live- 
stock in addition to ruining vast IracLs 
of agricultural land in the seven 
l>rovinces, vtluch uecoimt fof .j^ii 
one-quarter of Afgiianistan's territory 
the aid workers said. Flooding in tlu 
southwest, west and north c. 
AfghanisUan was the worst in several 
.yearji and has adWed ,4fi fextra eco- 
nomic burdoR to the drendy snig- 
gling people of this war-tohviand, the 
workers added. 

. '"Die flooding has been very seri- 
ous and has affocted about 20,000 
f?.niilies in (h(> stricken areas," .said 
Bob McKerrow, head of the Inlerna- 
tional Federation of Red Cross and 



lit 



of 



I?ed Crescent Societies here. "The 
damage to human lifej property, land 
and livestock has been signific^it and 
was spread over a fairly large parts of 
the country" "The tragedy here Is that 
people are already destitute after 
years of war, di-ought, and mounting 
poverty and this flobding has just bur- 
dened them with anotherkyer of suf- 
'"ering," he added. : 

The flooding, which struck areas 

of southern Zabul, Helrnand ana, 
Nimroz pro\dnces as well as west- 
ern l^rayab and northern 
BadakMian provinces, began about 
two weeks ago and culminated TYi- 
day in a catastrophic flash-flood in 
F^rayab that Mtied 31 people and 
left 70 missing. 

According to the Federation, 
which is backing the Afghan Red 
Crescent Society in its relief opera- 
tions, 2,800 houses, 930 acres of 
agricultural land and 3,350 cattle 
were destroyed in the south of 
Earayab alone. In addition, 28 flour 
mffls, 112 iffesques and five schools 
were put permanently o«t of action 
by Friday's violent surge of water in 
the south of the province, McKer- 
row said. "It was a major flash-flood 
caused by melting snow and proba- 
bly by particularly heavy and sud- 
den rains. People just didn't see it 
coming," he told newsmen. 

'^ilve pefpli^ died in a mud 
slide triggered by rains in Riizabad, 
Badakhshan's capital, while about 
five percent of the town's homes 
were left in ruins, -he isaid, adding 
that at least two people — a mother 
and her child — drowned in Hei- 
mand. 

No complete figures for dead 
and missuig were immediately avail- 
able due to poor communications 
links with some of the affected 
areas. 

In March, some 300 people died 
in Badakhshan when a massive 
landslide caused by hea\y rains 
swept through the village of Qara 
Luk. 

The Federation has launched a 
relief effort in the stricken areas, 
and is sending clothes, blankets and 
plastic sheeting to help shelter the 
flood victims. News 4/23 
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The blooming Afghan 'car' economy 



From Rahimuliah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: Between 20'0-to-300 
vehicles of every description are 
smuggled into Pakistan every month 
after being brought to Afghanistan 
from the United Arab Emirates via 
Iran. 

The highly organised smuggUng 
busmess that began about tw'O and a 
half years ago is depri\'ing the Pak- 
istan government of millions -of ru^ 
pees in customs duties and taxes. 
"Business has never been so good! 
The demand in PakistSin for our cars 
is gro\\'ing," remarked* a cir-^tier. to: 
Herat in southwe^Qrn Afghanistan 
during a recent visit by this corre- 
spondent. 

Interviews with -car-dealers, 
drivers, traders and Taliban adminis- 
tration oMciafe ft fifemt mi Itoda^ 
har revealed that the vehicles are 
bought in bulk in Dubai and then 
transported by launches to Iran's 
Bandar Abbas -port. From there, Ira- 
nian trucks bring the vehicles to 
Islam Qilla on the h-an-Afghan bor- 
der before being driven overland to 
Herat, Kandahar and Spin Buldak, 
which is sited opposite Ohaman on 
the Pak-Afghan border The dehvery 
of vehicles from Dubai to Spin Bul- 
dak normally takes about one and a 
half months. 

Both Afghan and Pakistani 
traders, totaUmg about 250, are in- 
volved in the business, with the for- 
mer being more in number as the ve- 
Mdes hsve to bedeared by M^m 
customs authorities and are brought 
through a vast stretch of Afghanistan 
territory Ironically, vehicl,e-ismug- 
gling has received a boost ^incethe 
emergence of th# Taliban Islamic 
movement in September 1994 as it 
has restored peace in southern and 
southwestern Afghanistan, which in 
turn has re-invigQlated the infoi^lial 

Afghan economy in areas loaated 
along the smu^^g rou{.es. 

An Ai'ghan car-dealer, hailing 
from Kandahar province and re- 
que.sting anonymity, informed that 
he took possession of eight* motor 
cars at Islam Qilla t|iat day and 
would return in ten days' time after 
haying deUvered them at Spm Bul- 
dak to receive delivery of another- 
25 cars. He said the cars were 
booked by his brother who regu- 
larly travels to Dubai. "My family 



have imported and sold more than 
200 vehicles in the past couple of 
years. And mind you, our business 
is not amongst the biggest here!" 
he remarked. 

Explaining the profits that 
could be made from car smuggUng, 
the dealer said one of the rnotof - 
cars 'he bought for Rs 22,500 was 
a 1989 model Toyota Corolla. "I 
hope to sell it for Rs 250,000 at 
Wesh, the place where the Pakistan 
and Afghanistan borders meet near 
Spin Buldak. The same car would 
be worth Rs 600,000 once it 
crosses into Pakistan," he in- 
formed. 

M any" given time, about 2000 
new and reconditioned vehicles 
ranging from motor cars to 
mini-buses and Hino trucks to 
Pajero and Mitsubishi jeeps and 
Land-cruisers . are parked in 
makeshift, nondescript garages at 
Spin Buldak. They are all brought 
th^^Mter being driven through ai'- 
most non-existent roads along a 
harsh" terrain. 

Immersed in dust, Pakistani and 
Afghan traders buy them at Spin 
Buldak aftd then drive them back 
to Kandahar and Ghazni to reach 
markets sited at places like Khost 
and Jalalabad. Subsequently, these 
vehicles fmd their \yay into border 
areas and onward into places like 
Miramshah and Wanai^ Paktetm's 
tribal territory. ' 

Buyers from Balochistan, Sindh 
and Punjab also travel to Chaman 
and Spin Buldak to scout for better 
vehicles at throwaway prices. Car- 
dealers claimed the buyers are very 
influential, arc mostly ranking 
-government officials and have 
either managed to procure excise 
and taxation documents or pro- 
duce fake certificates to transport 
the vehicles across the Pak-Afghan 
border. 

They felt only those people who 
are able to pull the rightr strings 
buy tliese vehifles as they can 
manage to take them to Pakisiaii 
without paying customs and other 
duties. 

The Taliban administration in 
Herat and ; Kandahar recently 
raised customs duty on the vehi- 
cles but it hasn't deterred traders. 
In fact, they were happy to pay 
more in view of the fact that are 



now able to travel safely through 
the Taliban-held Kandahar and 
Herat province unlike the past 
when mujahideen commanders 
manning the scores of check-posts 
on the roads demaiMied parage 
fee and gifts. 

The Taliban charge Rs 18,000 
cusloms du^ for a 1986 model 
Toyota Corolla car in Herat and a 
little more on mini-buses, Pajeros 
and Land-cruisers of 1990s origm. 

. A lesser customs fee is charged 
at iKandahar; Hufllii'eds of 
Afghan drivers make a living driv- 
ing the smuggled vehicles between 
Islam Qila and Spin Buldak 
i^iiiie roadside hotels do a good 
business offerings food and lodg- 
ings to owners and drivers, who 
often travel in caravans for secu- 
rity reasons. 

One intewting aspect of the 
car smugglilf is the f^ct that the 
Iranian government unhke the Pak- 
istan one, doesn't place any re- 
strictions on transit goods destined 
for Pakistan despite its uhfri^ndly 
ties with Taliban. 

The official Iran-Afghan border 
is open and witnesses a steady 
movement of i^eople aitd gddds. 
One reason why Tehran allow - 
these goods to reach Afghanistan 
via Bandar Abbas is obviously the 
realization that these vehicles and 
other foreign-made items are all 
destined for Pakistan and jw«uW 
never be sold in Iran. 

Moreover, Iran is able not only 
to win goodwill of the Afghan peo- 
ple for allowing uninfetfimpted 
transit trade but it also generates 
jobs and economic activity through 
this car smuggling busiiiOKK. 

, 1 News 4/20 
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Have Bicycle, Will Smuggle 

niicit Wheels Keep Trade Across Afghan-Pakistani Border Rolling 



By Kenneth J. Cooper 

Washington Post Foreign Service 



LANDI KOTAL. Pakistan— Boys 
and old men alike, they pedaled bicy- 
cles on the hilly road fitomijffi^ ljei?' 
der bazaar town to Peshawar, ridiii^ 
not for fun but for profit. 

The bikes were so new that 
brown paper md plastic bubble, wrap 
still protected their shiny black 
frames and fenders. Labels identified 
the contents of the cardboard boxes 
mounted on the back of almost every 
bike as glassware, blenders, "cinna- 
mon" or "banana," as in flavors of 
diewing gum. The more enterpris- 
ing had lashed another new Ul^de 
across the back fender. 

The dozens of cyclists formed an 
illegal end of the line for consumer 
goods that Pakistan lets landlocked 
Afghanistan import duty-free under 
a 1965 treaty. Goods shipped to Ka- 
rachi, Pakistan's port, are trucked to 
Afghamstan and unloaded at an out- 
door warehouse just across the bor- 
der at Torkham. Then many items 
are smuggled right back into Paki- 
stan for sale at bargain prices in the 
weU-stocked bazaars here and out- 
side Peshawar. 

Smuggling has proceeded openly 
despite checkpoints on the road 
from the border to Peshawar. Most 
of Pakistan's Northwest Frontier 
Province is as ^Sibia i^as," 

where national laws do not apply be- 
yond the roadbed. The limited juris- 
diction dates to a colonial accommo- 
dation between ^iti# rulers aad 
fierce Pathan tribesmen. 

"The border is porous. Tradition- 
ally, people can cross without a pass- 
port or visas so it's easy to bring 
goods from Afghanistan into the 
tribal areas," explained V.A. Jafarey, 
economic adviser to Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto. *Once Mo trUjal ar- 
eas, it's easy to transport them to 
other areas of Pakistan. 

So easy that PaHkan has instead 
concentrated its efforts to stop the 
smuggling at the other end of the 
pipeline. Since late 1994, Pakistan 
has banned the duty-free importa- 
tion under the Afghan Trade^^ 
Agreement of televisions, air condi-^-f 
tioners, refrigerators and a dozen to- 
other items. Preferential treatment T 
of black tea ended because the ship- " 
ments appeared clearly aimed at Pa- 
kistan's market. Traditionally, Af- 
ghans sip green tea. 



Like other uatKHis of South Asia, 
Pakistan has opened its economy to 
international trade, stimulating de- 
mand for foreign-made goods. Shop- 
pers from the cities of Lahore and 
Islamabad, the capital, are known to 
trek to Peshawar to buy smuggled 
goods. Some board buses t0 (Mty 
the consumer goods further into Pa- 
kistan's interior for resale. 

Jafarey estimated that the smug- 
l^g teis cost his government $200 
million a year in uncollected customs 
duties. "Apart from that, it's ad- 
versely affecting our industry, and 
that 1^ is mMm^^^," ^ 

Afghan President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani has protested Pakistan's 
"unilateral actions" in revismg terms 
of the trade agreemait. Relations 
have deteri<xrated in the last year, 
largely because of Pakistan's alleged 
support of the Taliban, one of the 
factions fighting to oust Rabbani's 
government from Kabul, Afg^ni- 
stan's capital. 

Jafarey said Bhutto's government 
would like to renegotiate the treaty 
but cannot (k> so because of the dis- 
order created by Afghanistan's civil 
war. Rabbani's government, for in- 
stance, does not control the border 



crossing at Torkham. "We had to 
take a€dte oh our own to ^vent 
damage to our economy," Jafarey 

said. 

The smuggling continues. A dozen 
cyclists said thfey w^e JWghan refu- 
gees who live near Peshawar and 
take a bus to Landi Kotal to pick up 
bicycles. One boy in his early teens 
said he was orphaned in Afghani- 
stan's decade of war against the So- 
viet army. A man said he supix:ct©d 
two sisters whose husbands we«& 
killed in the war. 

Mm^ ^-mile trip that takes about 
two Imrs, ^Mi l^iigeieg siii they 
are paid about a dollar for riding the 
bike and $2 if they also bring a box 
of goods, sUghtly more if they carry 
ta seceiid bkydte: One M<^!^ ii»s 
seen with a bike plus a box»-^ $3 
load. On a good day, the energetic 
can make two or three trips between 
Landi Kotal and Peshawar, they said. 

One cycliit 8«M tli^ itei 
guards to get through checkpoints. 
Another denied, in the presence of 
foreigners, making payoffs. The men 
and boys complained that they were 
being denied the chance to*ii^iie.td- 
ditional trips that day because an un- 
cooperative guard just down the 
road would not let them pass 
tkfou^ his diedcp^t tiMi dafk. It 
was early afternoon. 

So with the new bikes parked in 
the sun, the cycle smugglers 
lounged around the dusty roadside 
waiting for nightfall. 



© 
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Pedaling smugglers begin 30-miie trek to Peshawar, earning $1 to deliver bike. 



BY LUCILDA DASSARDOCOOPER FOR TMf WASHINfiTOil 

another $1 to carry mm of goods.: 
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Life bid ah Mubarak 

Prime suspect 
surfaces in 
Afghanistan 




F.P. Report 

PESHAWAR — The prime 
suspect in an abortive attempt 
on the life of Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in Addis Ababa, ■ 
Ethipia. June last has-been hid- 
ing ,in Afghanistan for the last 
eight months. ■ 

In an interview the top loader 
of the outlawed Jamah Islami, 
Mustafa Hamza who goes, by the 
name of Abu Hazim. denied that 
Sudan had ever given him shelter 
— a charge that incurred the 
African country diplomatic sanc- 
tions by the UN Security Council. 

Hamza told the London -based 
Arabic daily. Al-Hayat, that 
Sudan had nothing %o dd v^ith 
the attack on Mubarak in the 
^hiopian capital.- "It (assassina- 
tion attempt), was carried out 100 
per cent by., the .Jamah Isiaml." 
Hamza said. ,' . ■ 

"Seventy-five per cent of the 
militants involved in the attack 
came. from Pakistan with pass- 
ports, of an Arab country," he 
said, adding; "only one or two 
made it to Sudan where they ob- 
tained visas for Ethiopia." 

Hamza .said; "V\/e (wanted 
people) are 'two, not three: me In 
Afghanistan and the other' in 
some other country, and he will 
also appear soon." 

Following are excerpts ol the 
interview: 



Q: WhSn ami how did yoa flee 
Egypt? 

A: I sneaked, into Sudan from 
Egypt in December 1989, stayefl 
there for a month to get visa for 
Pakistan and take part in the" 
Afghaii jehad. 

Q: How did your men reach 
Ethiopia to attack Mubarak? 

A: The Egyptian Jamah Islami 
and its followers had master- 
■ minded and^staged the attempt 
and no other party or country 
has any role in it. This is what 
our arrested brothers in Ethiopia 
have confessed to. 

Sharif Abdur Rehman, known 
as Omer Almesry. had plotted 
the assassination bid by persuad- 
ing Jamah Islami supporters not 
to infiltrate Egypt and instead 
cross over to Ethiopia. He ar- 
ranged their entry into Ethiopia 
with Egyptian passpofts after 
getting proper visas in Khartoun, 
Sudan. 

Q: What is your party's policy 
towards the Sudan government? 

A: Our general policy is to 
back every body working for en- 
forcement of^ Shariah. XNiih 
Sudan, we have sharp differences 
which make the convergence 
'"Very difficult. 

Q: Where have you been when 
Mubarak was attacked? 

A: I was in Afghatistan. not in 
Sudan. . 

Q: Is it correct that you sup- 
port Talihari. or it. It seems so? 

A: We arp not under the direct 
protection of Taliban, but the ter- 
- ritory they hold is safe and they 
are implementing Islamic laws 
there. I have spent some days in 
Kandahar (stronghold of Taliban), 
without _ being noLtced by 
TaMban's top leaders. 



Frontier Post 5/9 



Government estimates put the 
death toil in Kabul since 1992 ai 
45,000 mostly from rocketing from 
the Taleban and previously Dustom. 
Kabul has by all estimates been the 
deadliest city in the world for the 
past three years. In a similar time 
period, al>©ut 15,000 people have 
been killed in Sarajevo. 

iluslim World Monitor 2/16 



Afghan jihad begins 
to haunt Saudis 

DUBAI: The arrests ot tour :5auclis accused of bombing a 
national g-uard centre shows how Saudi Arabia's support 
for the Afghan Jihad has come back to haunt it, diplomats 
and observers said yesterday. 

Three of the four said that they had received militarv' 
training in .Afghanistan when thev appeared on state tele- 
vision on Monday to confess to the November car bombin<^ 
wnich idiled five Americans and two Indians last Novem^ 
ber. 

_ "Saudi Arabia led countries which supported th>" 
Aighans m then- holy war against the Soviets. We don\ 
know why it became a target," Saudi Arabia's .\1-Rivadh 
newspaper said. 

The Afghaji veterans are "a Dotential tlu-eat for the 
Saudis," a Gulf-based Arab diplomat said on condition he 
not be named. 

^'ho sent tirem to Afghanistan? 

It is Egj'pt, Saudi Arabia and other Arab countries who 
wanted to fight communism. Now thev have to think how 
to bring them back into society," the Arab diolomat said. 

Many of the Islamic revivalists who carried out anti- 
government arracks in Eg>pt and Algeria had also traii-ed 
m Afghanistan. Arab financial and other support fo^ th*^ 
Afghan veterans "has backfired," the dinlomat said. 

"The four Saudis said after returning to the idngdora 
tlL'it they met old acquaintances who shared theii- ideas and 

goals. Ihe danger is therefore inside the country and not in 
London or Khartoum," he said. 

The accused said they had been influenced by 

Muhammed al-Massaari, a Saudi opposition leader living 
in BritaiTu and Ussama ibn Laden, who financed Afghan 
fighters and who lives in Sudan after being stripped of his 
Saudi nationality. 

Massac teafi MoDday he had influenced the group. 
Saudi Arabia, encouraged by the United States, openlv fi- 
nanced the mujahedeen who fought against the Soviet 
army until it pulled out of Afghanistan in 1988. Jane's hi- 
telhgence Review which is based in London, said more 
than 10, 000 Arab veterans of the Afghajiistan war were 
still active woridv\ide, half of them Saudis. 

Many returned home as zealots. It was the fij^ time 
that Afghan veterans, considered in Algeria and Egj^pt as 
the most dangerous of the Islamic revivalists, were por- 
trayed as terrorists in Saudi Arabia. \ 

"What Ls perhaps more worrisome'' is that, the in\'e.-;ii- 
gation did not reveal the presence of a clandestine orgaiv 
isation and that the accused could plot and execute such a 
bloody attack withotlt fofetgh'ii^oft. t fetiroj>ean diplo- 
mat said. 

The group was captured. It^s over." but the fact it v.-as 

1 // . , - 



formed "is perhaps the .sviuDtom of 
added. -AFP jj^^g ' 4/24 



state of ntind. 
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When he became a U.S. cftizen last ™mh, Ghafar Ukanwal revived a joke "sto^Tc'rttflcr". 
his one^,e interest In the Unlteil Stafca and Hspe«a|«a portion of the " 



Creating A 
Culture of 
Tolerance 



rowing up, he watched his 
fellow Pashtoons confuse 
Uzbecks and Tajiks. And 
when the Soviets invaded 
his country, he saw the 
occupiers confuse the 
groups and try to make 
them Russians. Now, Gha- 
far Lakanwal — a former 
high-ranking Afghanistan 
government official — is telling Min- 
nesota business leaders and educators 
how to avoid such errors, encourage 
cultural diversity among employees 
and celebrate differences. 




There's no reason to do stupid 
things with your employees if you 
iiBi«3'Staiid why you shouldn't make 
those mittakes with customers" he 

says. ' 

. Lakanwal, executive ^director of the 
Minnesota Cultural Diversity Center 
which he helped start iiH991, has had 

IkJ^^^^ f^J languages and cultures 
throughout his life. 

He's seen the former Soviet Union 
blunder through cultural barriers in his 
home country. It was that experience 
that prompted Lakanwal to defect to 
the Umted States while representing h^ 
then-occupied country. The experience 
also led him to help his wife and 
young children escape to America 
by smuggling them into PlJkistan. 

His message of tolerance and 
cultural understanding is finding 
receptive ears among Minnesota 
businesses. The nonprofit center 
has 135 Minnesota corporate 



members, educational institutions 
and individual supporters. It runs 
monthly cultural diversity educa- 
tion, entertainment and training 
programs, and works in partner- 
ship with the states of Minnesota 
and South IMota on Mmilar pro- 
jects. 

On Feb. 21, Lakanwal became a 
naturalized U.S. citizen in ceremo- 
nies with U.S. Distffi?t Judge Da- 
vid Doty in Minneapolis. 

"It was a little United Nations," 
he says, referring to the mixture 
of North American, European, 
Asian and African nationals who 
became citizens with him. 

Bc^ Buckler, president of Issues 
Strategies Group in St. Paul, pre- 
sented Lakanwal with a "stock 
certificate" showing his one-share 
interest in the United States of 
America. The gag gift also showed 
his per-capita portion of the U.S. 
national debt. 

"You now owe more money than 
most people in the world make in 
a year," Buckler told him. 

"This I will put on my wall," 
Lakanwal replied. 

The humor of the bogus certifi- 
cate didn't escape Lakanwal, an 
economist and statistical analyst 
by education. National debt is one 
of the common bonds of people in 
any nation, he says, regardless 
how diverse they may be. 

Lakanwal, who grew up in the 
rural community of Khost, needed 
to learn a different language to 
attend high school and college in 
Kabul, the Afghan capital, because 
the country's population is so eth- 
nically diverse. 

"The Soviets didn't understand 
that when they came in," he says, 
rtfemng to the 1979 invasion. The 
Afghan people consisted of Pash- 
toons, Tajiks, Uzbeks, Turkmen, 
Hazaya, Beluchi, Pashare, Noris- 
tani, Gezeki^ md lxm$: t^&lc 
groups. 

After earning an agricultural 
science degree, Lakanwal worked 
with German foreign assistance 
advisers who were improving irri- 
gation systems and creating farm 
supply cooperatives. As a result, 
he received scholarships to do 
graduate work at the University of 
Hohenheim-Stuttgart in Germany, 
and later worked as a cultBimi di- 
versity trainer and consultant fer 
German foreign assistance pro-, 
grams. 

But his home country's needs 
brought him back to Afghanistan, 
where the now highly educated na- 
tive son soon was named minister 
of agriculture. Soviet occupiers, 
however, didn't like his economic 
development programs, and his 
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open criticism of the Soviet Com- 
munist system being imposed on 
Afghanistan led to his being 
placed under house arrest along 
with his family in Kabul. 

"It was difficult for the Afghan- 
istan government to work with all 
the ethnic groups," he says. "When 
the Soviets came, they didn't un- 
derstand or care about these dif- 
ferences. They only wanted to im- 
pose a system that violated all the 
ethnic cultures." 

When Mikhail Gorbachev came 
to power, the Soviet yoke on Af- 
ghanistan eased. Lakanwal was 
named a deputy foreign minister 
and sent to Nefw 1^rk as part of 
his country's United Nations dele- 
gation. 

"My family was still under 
house arrest, so they couldn't 
come with me," he says. On a 
pre-arranged signal, Lakanwal 
called his wife and said, "I think 
you should go to the wedding." 

She took their sons and went to 
her mother's house. They went 
through the house and out a back 
way, hailing a taxi on a different 
block to avoid the security forces 
who had trailed them. 

The A^an r^tance then led 
his wife and sons on a three-day 
trek through the mountains to a 
United Nations refugee camp in 
Pakistan. 

"It was just like in the movies," 
he laughs now as he tells the story. 
"They went part way with donkeys 
and a mule, then part of the way 
in an old truck that broke down." 

United Nations people were ex- 
pecting them and provided housing 
for the Lakanwal family. But it 
took eight months, with the help of 
Buckler and Dr. George Smith of 
Hutchinson to reunite them in 
Bloomington. Smith had worked in 
Pakistani refugee camps with the 
International Medical Corps, after 
retiring from his practice in 
Hutchinson. 

While working in restaurants 
run by extended family members 
who had come to Minnesota, Lak- 
anwal explored business and edu- 
cational ieareer opportunities. 

Within a year, he began making 
plans with others to start the Min- 
nesota Cultural Diversity Center. 
He works with giant corporations 
such as General Mills, with state 
government agencies and with ed- 
ucational institutions ranging from 
universities to Grand Rapids High 
School in northern Minnesota. 

With the center, he is back doing 
the same kind of cultural aware- 
ness work he did in Germany after 
receiving his graduate degrees. 
His friend. Buckler, says all im- 



migrants bring special talents to 
America. "When you see how Gha- 
far is helping so many Minneso- 
tanSi you realize he brings more 
talent than most." 



&baMt Lakapwaf 

Position: Executive director, IVIinnesota 
Cultural Diversity Center. 

Born: 1945 at Khost, in rural Afghanistan 
;;€ducatioin:-$gach^lor?s degree in agricul- 
:tural sciencev't/tiiYersity of Kabul, 

in agrfcut 

tural econom'ics 'and Ph.D degree in situa- 
tional analysis, University of Hohenheim- 
Stuttgaft, Germany, 
ixperienc^: 

■ Worked on agricultural development 
projects with German development spe- 
cialists in Afghanistan prior to receiving 
scholarships to attend graduate school in 
Germany; assisted Germany develop- 



ment agencies on cultural diversity train- 
ing; and worked on Afghan agrarian devel- 
opment projects. 

e Named Afghanistan Minister of Agricul- 
ture from 1982 to 1984; chairman of the 
Governing Council, South Asian 
C 0 0 p e r attve Oeve {oi>IW^rtt ¥*r og r a m , 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, 1984-1986; placed 
under house arrest in Kabul in 1986 to 
1988; named Deputy Foreign Minister in 
1988^ defeete^-ld Oflfit^" Matet ivWt^ ' 
attending United Nations meetings in 
New York, 1989. 

■ Joined relatives in Minnesota in 1989; 
to^founded Minnesota Cultural Diversity ' 
Center in Bloomtngton^- 1991,: 

Personal: Married; tUv^m mns, 13, 12 
and 9. 

St. Paul Pioneer Press 3/6 



REFUGEE WORKER WINS AWARD 



The Gazette. Friday. January- 1Q 96 



A FORMER airpoi^ worker who has 
devoted his life to helping Afghanistan 
fei^^liei %m been nonunated as one of 
the country's best voluntary workers. 

Sayed Jan Karwani, 65, of York 
Road, Acton, was a cargo manager at 
Heathrow Airport when the Russians 
invaded his country in 1978. 

He successfully applied for political 
asylum in Britain, and has founded a 
number of charitable organisations to 
help his fellow countrymen who have 
either fled or remained in war-torn 
Afghanistan. 

And now his efforts on behalf of 
Afghan refugees have won him a 
nomination for the prestigious 
Whitbread Volunteer Action Awards, 
which recognises the efforts of 
voluntary workers ihroughout Britain. 

The Society of Afghan Residents 




(SAR), wb'ch he founded in 1982, has 
helped resettle 7.000 Afghan refugees 
in Britain alone, and many thousands 
more world-wide. 

Every single Afghan refugee who 
arrives in the UK is met by the 
organisation and has the opportunity to 
become a member and take part in its 
activities. 

The society, which is based at the 
West Acton Community Centre, 
Churchill Gardens, helps resettle 
Afghans arriving in Britain through an 
advice and information service. 
Language classes and employment 
training arc also provided. 

To help displaced Afghans cope 
with the wrench of having to leave 
their own country, S.AR provides a full 
range of religious, cultural and social 
activities including the comme- 



moration of many of M^^m^nn'^ 
public holidays. 

Another organisation which Mr 
Kai-wani founded is the Helping Hand 
for Afghan Refugees, which provides 
aid for those who have fled their 
country. 

A third group, the Afghan Action 
G<«tmiittee International, raises funds 
to provide huai«ftittrlia v«fi tc* 
Afghanistan. 

The Russian army has left but the 
country is still .la the grip of a bloody 
civil war. ' ' " 

Mr karwani said of his nomination: 
"It is my duty to help people whether 
they be Afghans, or other nationalities 
who come to us fbr help. 

"My wish is fnat the civil war in 
Afghanistan ends, and the country 
becomes a dem0c»jy." 
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■ Mustafa Habib, 23, got his white Lotus 
sports car yesterday, his prize for making 
17 pizzas in less than 3% nffiiites* ffet^ 
yjho earns about $80,000 a year woridi^ 
55 hours a week as the manager of 
Dondno's Pizza in Georgetown, won the 
company's Ug pizza competition in Las 
Vegas last week. He won last year, too, 
both times bestmg his friend and fellow 
Afghan emigre iQbieed A^im, manager of 
the Domino's in Crystal City. 

His winning technique: "Roll it. Knead it 
Sl^ it and stretch it and flip it. &iuce it until 
it'siw^ureijerfect" 

Until yesterday, the 1993 Lotus 
belonged to Frank Meeks, who owns the 51 
Domino's outlets in the D.C. area. "It's the 
American system," said Meeks. IE biief«e in 
incentives." Meeks's other car is a Hrnnvee. 
Habib's other car is a Mercedes. 
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Hoixojcs of Afghan war 
follow Kabul's orphans 

By KATHY GANNON 

Associ^Ml Press 

KABUL, Afghanistan — They stand at atten- 
tion at the foot of their beds, like tiny soldiers 
ready for inspection. They aren't soldiers, but they 
know all too well about war. ' 

They are orphans. Some lined up in the stark, 
box-shaped cement room are barely 6 years old. 

hi unison they scream out a greeting: "Assalam- 
o-alekum," which m Arabic means "Peace be upon 
you." 

But for the orphans of Kabul, the past four 
years have been a horror of trying to keep one 
step ahead ffifH^OilM fightmg that has flat- 
tened nmdi of the capital and i^iai at least 25,000 
people, many of them children. 

Down a dark hall in a room crowded with at 
least two dozen young girls, two children — maybe 
12 years old, nobody seems to know — try to make 
themselves disappear into a comer. 

They haven't spoken in three years. 

Sometimes th<^ ji^RScklMWiE M^^<Mft.<Mier 
times they sob silently. A teacher, Raheena Fazle, 
says she doesn't know much about them -- not 
even their age. /r 

They were left at the drplianage during the 
fighting. They are not related to each other, but 
they have become inseparable, she says. 

A psychologist is working with them, but "I 
think their pain is too deep," Fazle says. 

When Islamic guerrillas marched triumphantly 
into Kabul in 1992 after throwing out a Marxist 
regime, the orphans of Kabul Ir^ tot ^«ti4 ©Id 
stone building surrounded by the serene snow- 
capped peaks of the Hindu Kush. 

Then one morning the children awoke to dis- 
cover then- home was smack on the front line be- 



tween factions that were now waning among 
themselves for control of Kabul. 

Carmelia was barely 7 then, but s!he remem-, 
bers the fighting clearty. 

Her memories come in whispers. Her bright 
ahnond-shaped eyes glance nervously toward her 
friends for support. 

"There were a lot of rockets. ... I was so 
afraid that I thought I was going to die," she says. 

After a few months the orphans were hustled 
into cars and taken tpJVIacroyan in southern 

At the time, Macroyan was a good address, a 
peaceful neighborhood of posh apartment build- 
ings built for senior government offidalC«>f tlie 
communist regime. 

"Then the fighting came to Macroyan and they 
moved us here," CarmeUa says. "Everythuig was 
lost — • my favorite towel, a few ban^«s, m my 
clothes, everything." 

Nearly 1 ,000 orphans are now crowded into 
an old school in the city's northern district of Khair 
KhlSia,' i'ltta^ely peaceful neighbo^ood mm 
during lhe.worst fighting. 

As many as 25 children sleep in classroom-size 
rooms. In one room at least 15 wooden cribs are 
lined up along the $t$^m0^ M^srby, a couple 
dozen girls poke at #ach oiler as they giggle and 
play. 

The cramped quarters are more than just un- 
comfc^t^te; the clikMA nut tit ilte^fitem. 

Infections spread rapidly. Many of the children ■ 
have "Open and festering sores on their faces and 
hands. 

"It's difficult fcHT tte. VSfe don't have enough med- 
icines or toys," says teacher Noor Jehan. 

The orphanage does receive some help from 
international aid groups as well as United Nations 
igemifii'fte UNICEF and Habitat. 

But it's not enough, Jehan says. 

In Kabul's bitter winter, the children had to 
huddle around a diesel heater, breathing in the 
soot that seems to cover everything. A 



-The Times 

(San Ftaiicisco) 
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Associated Press 

ORPHANS take turns reading in their leaky 
classroom in Kabul's main orphanage. 
Almost 1 ,00(. now live in an old school. 
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hen the UNHCR and World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
stopped food assistance to the 
Afghan refugees in Pakistan on 
September 30 this year, it was a clear 
signal that the two world bodies were 
convinced the refugees had become §elf- 
sufficient and no longer required outside 
help. 

Subsequently at a dinner hosted to 
celebrate the 50th birthday of the United 
Nations, UNHCR Peshawar office- 
incharge Code Cisse hoped the Afghan 
refugees would act hke true Afghans and 
return to rebuild their homeland. This 
was a polite way of sajang it was time 
for the Afghans to repatriate to their 
country, not only because foreign assis- 
tance was drying up but on account of 
the fact that peace had been restored in 

However, neither the UN agencies 
nor Pakistan are ordering the Afghan 
refugees to return home; both have been 
emphasising that their repatriation 
would be voluntary. 

Out of more than a million Afghan 
refugees remaining in Pakistan, about 
15,000 categorised under the vulnerable 
groups comprising orphans, widows, 
handicapped and extremely poor are still 
receiving some assistance. But that too 
could gradually close down as was the 
case with assistance meant for other 
Afghan refugees because the humanitari- 
an agencies and world bodies don't like 
raising a generation of people depraident 
on others. Moreover, refugees are being 
lured back to their country by promises 
of similar aid in their villages. 

Increasingly, aid workers are saying 
that most Afghan refugees remaining in 
Pakistan are economic refugees who are 
unwilling to forego the better standard 
of life in the host country. Like 
Pakistanis working in the Gulf states 
who immediately convert the riyals they 
earn into rupees to calculate their 
income, the Mghans are pleased when 
the Pakistani rupees earned by them 
turn out to be substantial when convert- 
ed into their worthless Afghani currency 

For the Afghans, Pakistan is like 
another Dubai. Moreover, Pakistan offers 
them peaceful conditions, not fir from 
home. The trend to maintain two homes 
— one in Pakistan and another back 
home in Afghanistan to take care of agn- 
culture and other seasonal chores ^ has 
also gained currency 

Ii IS no longer a secret that a substan- 
tial number of Afghans have obtained 
Pakistan's identity cards and passports 
by greasing the palms of corrupt govern- 
ment officials or through the influence 
of friendly poUticians and businessmen. 
Similarly, they have been able to buy 
property and open businesses by either 
entering into a partnersliip mth locals or 
making use of documents wh'ch show 
them to be Pakistani citizens. 

Marriages contracted with Pakistanis 
have also facilitated their acceptability m 
local social circles. This category of 



ing a home away 
from home 



BahlmuHah Ymufzai 



Afghans are able to compete for jobs and 
seats in pfdfessional arid other educa- 
tional institutions in Pakistan. 

Ordinary Afghan refugees are willing 
to performnough an3 menial jobs, 
accepting lesser wages as compared to 
locals and working long hours. One 
remembers the late General Pazle Haq 
arguing as Governor of NWFP during 
the mid-1980s that entry of Afghan 
refugees into Frontier's labour market 
had contributed to a faU in the wages of 
workers and removed the risk of strikes. 

Beside providing the bulk of con- 
strudfion labour, the Afghans, in large 
numbers have become vendors, selhng 
every conceivable item in accordance 
with the season. The kochis (nomads), 
mostly their women-folk in their long, 
loose" and colourful dresses, knock at 
every door to sell mostly foreign cloth. 

live transport business has witnessed 
a sustained onslaught by the Afghans, 
many of whom brought their trucks, 
buses and vans to Pakistan when they 
escaped from their country. The goods 
carriage business is monopolised in 
' Pakistan by tribal Pashtoons, who in turn 
are now threatened by Afghan trans- 
porters. Some .^ghans have introduced 
the lortg vehicles, which like the NIC 
trucks are so big and unwieldy on our 
narrow roads that they have become a 



traffic Imards. , 

Almost all mini-buses plying to 
Afghan refugees camps are owned by 
them. Locals often prefer these comfort- 
able Germany-ntade vehicles. 

Other vocations where the Afghans 
have done well are carpet-making, hotel- 
ing, sewing and embroidery of clothes, 
boutiques, architecture, etc. Afghan 
restaurants are popular in several cities 
and Afghan nans have created a demand 
if places where these were unheard of. 

Afghan dresses are a rage among a 
large number of women -arra their jew- 
ellery and precious stones are in good 
demand. F^hionable women have found 
that Afghan boutiques do a fine and pro- 
fessional job. The Afghans gave a new 
look to bridal dresses and found many 
clients when they started decorating 
bridal -^ars with paper flowers in an 
attractive style. The carpets knitted by 
them have also found a ready market. 

No wonder then that the Afghans who 
came to Pakistan have found a liking for 
the place and would like to return here 
more often. Neither would they mind 
staking a claim to part of Pakistan — 
NWFP and Balochistan. After all, Afghan 
leajders have yet to jenounce Kafci;d'? oW 
claims on these provinces. 
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sffi economic refugees. Tfte News Photo. 



PEACE CORPS AFGHANISTAN 

(Translated from an article written in 
Farsi and printed In CA/tA VAN, an 
Afghan publication edited and 
published by Shurkrullah Kohgadai. 
For more information on the 
newspaper, 6all or fax (510) 865- 
9436 or write to CARAVAN. PO Box 
205, Alameda OA 94501 (U.S.A.) 




Thirty-thwe yiB«rs ago, two newly- 
wed Americans liy the names of Mrs. 
Susan Aronson and Mr. Dennis 
Aronson arrived in the ancient city of 
Ghazni, where the lady began 
teaching English at the school of 
Jehan Malika for girls and the 
gentleman at the Sanai School for 
boys. 

Since they were vety yottng. they 
tried very hard to teach English to 
their students well. They worked 
very hard and were sincere. Then 
they went ttr Kabul. At the end of 
their term of service, they returned to 
the United States. 

The publisher of this publication 
began looking for his teachers. This 
was a surprise to the Peace Corps in 
Washington to see a student wanting 
to find his English teacher after 30 
years. 

So he was told that it was impossible 
to find his teachers. However, 
miraculously, this problem was solved 
when he found the teachers in San 
Diego. Those two young English 
teachers had gray hair now an#liad 
their grown-up children. 

A new relationship was established 
between the teachers and their former 
students. This also resulted in the 
publication of a booklet in English 
because of the teaching and visit in 
Afghanistan. 

In this interesting booklet, a group of 
U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers who 
served in Afghanistan are introduced 
they talk about their memories and 
present work. Somewhere in the 
booklet, they also express their 
appreciation to their government for 
understanding the problems of 
developing countries. 
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One Peace Corp Volunteer mentions 
his/her first night in Ghazni when 
he/she could not find a dry spot in the 
room. And when the couple were at 
the Kandahar Hotel, they complained 
that the quilt was too dirty. They 
were told tWat ft was all right ("parwa 
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nadara") for them to use it since their 
"tourist brothers" had made it dirty! 
This booklet also contains information 
about Afghanistan »nd its different 
kinds of food as well as books and 
television and publications on the 
country. Group 111 Newsletter 
8/95 




UN STAFF 1% FOR DEVELOPMENT FUND 



The UN Staff 1% for Development fund is maintained by UN Staff members who contribute 
1% of their net salary to small, grassroots development projects, usually recommended 
by UN staff in the field. Excerpts from a report on a sanitation project in Kabul, 
carried out during 1994/95 with $6,000 from the Fund, follow: 

Although the focus of the UNCHS programme prior to 1993 was primarily on rural settlements, 
there was clearly scope for adopting similar approaches for urban communities, as living conditions 
deteriorated. The absence of widespread NGO programmes in Kabul at the time and the virtual 
withdrawal of UN funding for any activity meant that war-affected communities were effectively 
left to fend for themselves. Having lived through fifteen years of blockade and random rocketting, 
the one million inhabitants of Kabul were, by mid-1993, facing ever-more difficult living 
conditions. Those institutions responsible for urban services had effectively collapsed as many of 
the skilled technical staff fled to neighbouring countries. Added to this, the new administration was 
unable to provide resources to maintain even the most basic services, with the result that most 
urban communities had to resolve the issues of sanitation and waste disposal at the local level. 



This situation was compounded in early 1 994, 
when at least a third of the urban population of 
Kabul were forced from their homes by severe 
fighting. This conflict also resulted in damage to 
water and power facilities. While it has been since 
possible to restore water supplies, with external 
assistance, to about half of the resident 
population, they have spent the two years since 
the conflict without mains electricit}'. Added to 
this, the fighting destroyed the greater part of 
Kabul's economic infrastructure, such as 
factories, workshops and markets, with the result 
that many residents lost their source of income. It 
is estimated that at least a half of the population 
of the capital of Afghanistan now^ live in 
conditions of extreme hardship. . . ^ 

In the light of these dramatic changes, it 
was agreed that the most obvious priority 
for these newly-displaced communities was 



for safe water. UNCHS had already 
supported the development of a range of 
simple handpumps produced by Afghan 
enterprises for use in Kabul. The aim of the 
programme was not only to provide safer 
water (through the installation of 
handpumps) but also to develop technical 
innovations that would promote economic 
recovery. Within the ongoing pilot 
handpump programme (which was by now 
being implemented under a Neighbourhood 
Action Programme, see attached update) it 
was resolved to m^ke use of resources 
provided by 1% Fund to produce additional 
spare parts. While funding was available 
for the supply and installation of the 
pumps, there was a need to ensure that 
communities could maintain them and have 
access to spares in the longer-term. 



The resources made available from the 1% Fund enabled communitv representatives from 
districts 1 1 and 15 m Kabul to purchase a stock of spare parts for up to 776 handpumps installed 
under the Neighbourhood Action Programme, from a workshop managed by Afghans The 
supply of essential spares continues to benefit up to 30,000 families in these densely-populated 
areas of the city, assuming that some 50 families can anjoy access to each improved well. 

The disbursements made with resources made available from the 1% Fund were exclusively on 
spare parts for Anan deep and shallow well pumps installed in Kabul. All ancillary- costs related 
to transport, labour, installation etc. were assimilated under the onuoino Neiizhbourhood Action 
Programme, which receives support from the governments of the Neiherla^nds and the United 
Kingdom and from the Nonvegian Refugee Councii. 

Jolyon Leslic^ Kabul 1 5.1 1.95 
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3/8 - Muslim World Monitor - On 5/3, Afghanistan 
sharply criticized the latest announced Pakistani 
plan to rebuild a 550-mile war -damaged road from 
Pakistan to Turkmenistan thru Taliban-controlled 
parts of Afghanistan: 



An Afghan government state- 
ment called the plan interference in 
its internal affairs and said the' inter- 
national community and the United 
Nations must condemn Pakistan and 
halt the project. 

"Pakistan's goal is to besiege 
Afghanistan with economic projects 
and to subjugate the people," a for- 
eign ministry source said. "This is 
the latest in a series of attempts- 
which have so far failed. TTie. gov- 
ernment of Afghanistan protests 
strongly and condemns this latest 
act." 

In the past Pakistan has an- 
nounced plans to install a telephone 
system and open banks in the 
Taliban-controlled provinces of Af- 
ghanistan as well as build gas and 
oil pipelines connecting 
Turkmenistan's oil and gas fields 
to Pi^cistani ports. 

Some Pakistani newspapers have 
begun questioning their 



government's policies toward Af- 
ghanistan, Since the time of the 
' Russian occupation of Afghanistan, 
Pakistan has followed a policy of 
choosing favorites among the vari- 
ous Afghan groups in a manner 
which further divided the Afghans 
rather than helped than uniteT. The 
newspapers have said that such a 
policy has prevented the emergence 
of a strong Pakistan- Afghan alli- 
ance which could bolster both coun- 
tries in regional disputes with India 

The English language Pakistani 
newspaper TJie^ Nation commented 
thai after all the sacrifices and sup- 
port which Pakistan h^d provided 
for the Mujahideen during the Rus- 
sian occupation, "Pakistan snatched 
defeat from the Jaws of victory" by 
tryinjg to play the Afghan groups off 
against each other and that in the end 
Pakistan may in fact be the biggest 
loser from the Afghan civil war. 



3/9 - FBIS-SOV 96-046 - Afghan Pres. Rab- 
bani met with Turkmenistan's Pres. Niyazov 
in Ashgabat 3/6, They discussed the po- 
tential for economic cooperation once 
peace comes to Afghanistan. They agreed 
that building a railroad & a pipeline in 
Afghanistan were viable projeots. The 3/11 
FBlS report adds: xhis 

pipeline will link Pakistan and Turkmenistan via 
Afghanistan. 

The report also Says that two other foreign investors, 
one an American and the other an Argentine subject, 
have also expressed interest in this project. 
Political observers have the opinion that the construc- 
tion of such a project at a time when there is m central 
governmenf in Afghiiiimn will creat enormdus prob- 
lems. 



4/5 - News (Pakistan) - Pakistan 
expects over 200,000 Afghan refugees 
to return home in 1996. The UNHCR is 
budgeting $250,000 as repatriation 
grants have been raised since January, 
partly because of the recent de- 
valuation of the rupee, the number 
of refugee camps in Pakistan has 
been cut from 112 to 47, due mainly 
to cuts in foreign aid for the refu- 
gees. Pakistan still hosts 1.2 
million registered refugees and several 
hundred thousand unregistered ones. 

- A UN official said that Taliban's 
latest refusal to negotiate with 
Kabul was the result of a spltt. 
between the pm^±tMmk ■& 'js^ifgious 
leaders of the group. UN mediator 
Mestiri had told Rabbani that 
Taliban leaders were ready to talk 
with Kabul but within hours after 
the announcement, a gathering of 
Taliban clerics called for a jihad. 

4/6 - News - Officials in Kabul said 
the apparent contradiction between 
the messages to Mestiri ^ncj.;, the jihad 
declaration simply setr^' td hif^ll^ht 
an ideological struggle within Taliban. 

- Mullah Moh'd Omar was eiect-ed Amirul 
Momineen Afghanistan (see p. 16)- 



4/9 - Washington Post - US Senator Hank 
Brown (R-Colo) met with Masood "at a 
lush garden along the Stalif River, 24 
miles NW of the capital." Masood urged 
Brown to pressure Pakistan to stop its 
suspected support of Taliban: 

"It is not to the benefit of the United States to let 
Pakistan continue its support of the Taliban, because 
it spreads instability, drugs and fanaticisui-^ toda- 
mentalism," Foreign Ministry ##fisman Moham- 
med Haroon said. 

Brown's trip coincided with meetings being held in 
Washington by State Depafteent officials-and repre- 
sentatives of the Afghan govemmeht mother 




I " "'^ gv^y 

{ powerful rival, Rashid Dostum 



3/27 - NYT 
Stan is 



John Burns w 
shifting its poll 
to one that aims 



Taliban 

war in Afghanistan: 
-^ntil now, Pakistan has l^n alone 
among Afghanistan's neighbors in 
giving support to Taliban. Three oth- 
er nations in the region — India, Iran 
and Russia — have given military 
and financial backing to the moder- 



rites that Paki- 
cy of support for 
to end the civil 

ate Muslim Government of Presi- 
dent Bumahuddin Rabbani in Kabul. 

What caused the shift in Paki- 
stan's policy is unclear, but one rea- 
son has been pressure from Western 
countries, primarily the United 
States. 
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URBAN REHABILITATION PROGRAMME: WATER UPDATE (MARCH 1995) 



Even before the acceleration of urban growth, living conditions for inhabitants of towns and cities in Afghanistan were poor. 
It was estimated in 1 990 that fewer than one in five urban famihes in the country had access to piped water, mainly through 
communal standpipes. Investment in water supply systems was minimal, and they were, at best, only operated intermittently. 
No city in the country has a piped system for sewage and arrangements for the disposal of solid waste are, rudimentary. 
The overcrowding that has resulted in districts of Kabul, Mazar i Sharif, Herat, Qandahar and other cities, whether caused 
by return or internal displacement, means that living conditions have deteriorated dramatically for most urban families in 
recent years. The increase in numbers has put even greater pressure on already-degraded services such as water supplies. 
The authorities do not, in most cases, have the resources to maintain even skeleton services, while families who may have 
lost their source of livelihood are unable to undertake their own improvements. There are therefore growing risks of 
. outbreaks of communicable diseases among the urban population, most of whom are reliant on shallow or surface water 
sources that are vulnerable to contamination. 

As part of a programme to improve urban living conditions during the upheavals of 1993 and 1994, UNCHS Habitat 
commissioned the manufacture of low-cost hand pumps from local workshops in Kabul. Given the breakdown of the piped 
water systems in most areas, basic improvements to "safe" shallow water sources were seen as one way to provide an 
immediate and affordable improvement in living conditions. Given the high maintenance costs of the basic pumps available 
from local sources, investigations were begun on a range of minimal improvements that might be appropriate for local 
conditions. 

Based on this work, a programme for the development of alternative shallow and deep well handpump designs was begun, 
in collaboration with ArianTech, an Afghan enterprise with experience in the development of infrastructure technology. 
There was felt to be a need to "improve" m a manner which could be effectively replicated in local workshops, and develop 



pumps \9Jlk5h: 

can be manufactured and repaired in Afghanistan 

are affordable 

are easy to maintain 

use spare parts that are standard, and are readily available 
are interchangeable with other pumps used in Afghanistan 



The development of special tools and prototype slab moulds 

In order to address some of the technical problems encountered during the 
use of precast concrete slabs for handpumps. UNCHS staff were involved 
in the development of a prototype steel mould for the casting of lighter, 
improved slabs. These moulds are now used for the installation of all Arian 
pumps in Kabul, and there are plans to replicate the process in other urban 
cenU-es of the country . In order to effectively and safely install 
handpumps, special tools have been developed which facilitate the 
lowering of pumps and removal for routine maintenance. During 1994, 
20 sets of special tools were produced and despatched to Kabul, Mazar-iJ- 



The effective life of a handpump depends not only upon its design, but also 
on the installation process. In order to address this issue, further production 
of improved pumps was not commenced until the prototypes had been 
installed, and minor modifications made. Once it was felt that the research 
and development phase of the process was complete, UNCHS 
commissioned ArianTech to produce 1 ,000 pumps (500 deep well and 500 
shallow well/intermediate well types) over a period of 8 months. Despite 
considerable difficulties with transporting these and other commodities to 
Kabul, they have been delivered ana me process ot mstallation 
in collaboration with a number of community and non- 
governmental 




organisations, 
continues. 



Sharif and Herat . 



PROGRAM 



Simultaneous with the production of handpumps, UNCHS proposes to 
replicate the manufacture of pumps in a number of places in Alghanisian 
The aim is to increase the .supply of essential items, while encouraging 
mdigenous small-scale indu.stries and promoting employment. The 
manufacture of four complete sets of templates for the production of 
shallow and deep well pumps in existing workshops is under way, and it 
is hoped that several of such production enterprises will be operational in 
urban centres during 1 995. 
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, V^' ^ A LETTER FROM KABUL 



V5r 



UNd€,HA staff member Magda Ninaber asked the UN Staff 1% Fund for emergency aid to 
buy clothing & food for widows & orphans in Kabul. Her description of a February 
day in Kabul follows: 

"I am up by 7 a.m. like most people in struggling Kabul. At least the sun is out after 
yesterday s non-stop rain, but the wind is ghastly. People slip & slide along on the 
sunny sxde of the street, or sit against the walls trying to soak in some warmth after 
another cold night, for most are without any heat. A woman tries to keep her burka 
down around her legs, in vain; her legs are bare, no socks, just some plastic slippers 
She carries her belongings in a bundle on her head & begs for coins, but her begging 
gives her nothing - everyone is trying to get some money to buy some bread at the end 
of the day. 

It is Ramadan... & next week is Eid... For most families the fast has been continuous 
& will continue to be so, with no money to buy food to break the fast at sunset. 
Despite the tremendous efforts of UN agencies h NGOs to bring food into the city, not 
all mouths can be filled. Food prices have risen too high for most. 

"During the day I visit the orphanage, built by the Russians. The building is cold, 
the windows shattered, stopped here & there with plastic sheeting. The small kerosene 
burners cannot give much respite from the cold. The 800 children have no socks, most 
have no shoes & only some flimsy clothing. With the 1st bit of money gathered from 
private sources we have been able to buy sweaters for about half the children. Tomorrow 
we 11 go out & buy sweaters & socks for all. If we get more money we ^11 buy shoes; 
they're made in Kabul, so we can support the local economy to a limited extent. Every 
day at least 20 more orphans have to be turned away for lack of space. 

"At 5 p.m. another big explosion, this time in the compound of the Presidential Palace, 
killing 60 people & injuring many others, soldiers & civilians, during the busy hours 
just before the fast can be broken at sunset. There is glass everywhere. . .people 
run wildly, screaming. 

"Among the most vulnerable & poorest groups are the widows with small children & no 
income. They leave their dwellings early in the morning, while the children are still 
asleep, & try to find some wood for fuel. Most have been displaced several times, 
trying to flee the fighting. Many live in burned-out apartment buildings, with no 
glass in the windows, no doors (all have been taken as wood fuel), no water, no elec- 
tricity. These are the ones most in need. CARE has set up an emergency feeding 
program for 5,000 such families, but its funds suffice only for 10% of the households. 
With $22.50 CARE can provide a limited food basket for one household for a month..." 



From CARE - WORLD REPORT, Spring 1996 
(151 Ellis St., NE, Atlanta GA 30303) 

AFGHANISTAN — Roshan Yosufeai is one of thou- 
sands of widows struggling to survive in Afghanistan's 
capital, Kabul, where rising prices, food and fuel shortages, 
and the destruction of roads, water, sewage and electrical 
systems have pushed families to the brink of survival. 

"We don't have enough food. The kids are cold and 
I can't sleep because of the rocketing," said Yosufzai, who 
was interviewed by Reuters in January 1996. The United 
Nations estimates that 60 percent of Kabul's residents 
cannot afford to feed themselves - forcing many to 
choose between buying food or fuel. 



CARE is helping 21,000 widows and their depen- 
dents survive these hard times by providing emergency 
shelter and regular food packages. In addition, CARE's 
home school education project is providing classroom 
instruction, textbooks and supplies. 
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AFGHANISTAN, The Soviet Invasion & the 
Afghan Response, 1979-1982 by M. Hassan 
Kakar. University of California Press, 
Berkeley, Los Angeles, London, 1995. 
ISBN 0-520-08591-4. 380 pp. $35 

FAIENCES D^AZUR with text by Michael 
Barry & photographs by Roland & Sabrina 
Michaud. Imprimerie Nationale Editions, 
Paris, 1995. 313 pp. 550 Ff. 

AFGHAN CRAFTSMEN (The cultures of three 
itinerant communities) by Asta Olesen. 
Thames & Hudson, 1994. 327 pp. 

SPACH NEWSLETTER published by the Society 
for the Preservation of Afghanistan's 
Cultural Heritage, c/0 ARIC, Box 1084, 
University Town, Peshawar. SPACF. member- 
ship is $50 per calendar year. 

From Amnesty Int'l USA, 322 Eighth Avenue 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS DISASTER 
LITY ($7). 




MIROIR DE LA CULTURE is a monthly" publi- 
cation (in Farsi) of the Association de 
la Culture Afghane, 18, rue Rhin et 
Danube, V.O. Box 2099, S72S0 Limoc^es, 
France . 

ISLAMABAD'S ROAD WARRIORS by Yossef 
Bodansky, Freeman Center for Strategic 
Studies, P.O. Box 35709, Houston, Texas 
77235-5709. 16 pp. 

"Museum Under Siege" by Nancy Hatch Dupree 
in ARCHAEOLOGY, March/April 1996, pp. 42- 
51. 

HADDA AU ROYAUME DE NAGARAHARA EN AFGHANI- 
STAN, LIEU DE PASSAGE ET DE RENCONTRES, une 
recherche historique, by Vera Papadopoulos- 
Marigo, Univ. of Paris-Sorbonne.Vol, 1: 
text, 119 pp., vol. 2: illus. 1995 

, New York, NY 10001: AFGHANISTAN: INT'L 
($10) and AFGHANISTAN: THE WORLD'S RESPONSIBI- 



VOICE OF THE NATION, an Independent & Nonpartisan Weekly Publication in Defence of Unity, 
Liberty, Independence & Democracy in Afghanistan, P.O. Box 540, Concord, CA 94522. This 
informative periodical is published by M. Daud Yaar. Phone (510) 825-4336 for more info. 

Now Available on the Internet: 
News of Afghanistan 



Daily updates of Afghan news are now available to Internet users at 
http://altair.stmarys.ca/--twafa on the World Wide Web. The Afghanistan News Service 
displays the latest Afghanistan-related Reuters and VOA releases, arranging them by day and 
retaining them for a week. 

The Service is a valuable complement to the Afgfianistan Forum, providing fast 
dedicated access to breaking news about Afghanistan. Many of its stories-even stories as 
important as Iran's announcement at Noruz that it would require more than a million Afghan 
refugees to leave within a year-are not covered in mainstream US media. 

The website has been in operation since October 1 995 by two young Afghans Tawab 
and Tamim Wafa. Tamim, a sophomore biology major at St. Mary's College, was assigned 
an Intemet account when he entered the school. It was through a home modem connection 
to this account that his younger brother Tawab became fascinated with the Net. 

Tawab, who is fifteen years old and a high school freshman, conceived the idea of 
posting news on a web page. The brothers obtained permission from Reuters and VOA to 
post current news, and Tawab took on the time-consuming task of sifting through their 
Internet postings and copying or linking it to the Afghanistan News Service site. Tamim acts 
as the Service's secretary; Tawab is currently developing a program to search and post 
Afghan news to the page automatically. 

The Wafa brothers were born in Kabul and (when required to give an ethnic 
classification) consider themselves Pashtun. They came to this country in November 1986 
and live in the San Francisco area. 

- Ron Barney 
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4/18 - Frontier Post - Taliban will 
send a del ^^at ion to Tehran for talks 
with the Iranian Gov't "to take up 
irritations in relations with Iran." 
These include Iran's "material siip-^ 
port including supply of arms to 
Taliban rivals trying to undermine 
Taliban control in ... Herat." 

4/19 - The Muslim 



4/24 - News - UN Special Mediator Mestiri 
admitted that foreign influence was a major 



name the coun:ries, saying he 
would not like to start a new con- 
troversy. However, he did mention 
accusations by the Rabbani regime 




4/21 - N€Ws « Asst. Sec'y of State for 
South Asian Affairs Robin Raphel, after 

a 24-hour visit to Kabuly 
said Washington is 
turning its attention 
toward Afghanistan & is 
keen to find a peaceful 
solution to the Afghan 
civil war. Raphel also 
fflWt with Talibah leaders 
in Kandahar (see p. 20)* 



4/22 - Nevs - EeiJorter Behroz Khi.n writes 
that an alliance between DostaiSa! •§ Taliban 
is very likely & that Hekmatyaf will ally 
with Rabbani. 





NEWS PUNCH 



us interest in Afghanistan growing — Raphel NeWS 4/22 



4/23 - The Muslim 



US 



rekindled interest 
in Afghanistan owes more to political strategy 
in the region than for genuine concern for 
the Afghans (see p. 21 ). 

- News - Floods hit 7 provinces (see p. 3Q X 



problem in resolving the Afghan problem. 
The UN ambassador refused to against Pakistan's support for its 

opposition parties. "Probably there 
is interference by Pakistan. 
Whether or not it is legitimate for a 
neighbouring country is not for me 
'to say but we should reduce it," 
Mehmoud Mestiri, a former 
Tunisian diplomat, remarked. 



4/27 - Afghan Service (Internet) - 

Herat Govemor Malawi tar Moh'd led the 
Talibdn delegation to T®hr4]^ (see 4/18). 

- Taliban & Hezbe Wahadat representatives 
met in Maidan Shahr to discuss the pro- 
gress of the investigation into the 
death of Abdul Ali Mazari, the murdered 
Shiia leader. -i. 

- The' Jal.alitMt-tj4sed ABRAR (sic) huniani- 
tarian agetecy' will take Z disml^lied, Afghans 
to 'the 1996 Olympics to enter the 
cycling contests. 

- In Geneva, A„.H.Tabibi, a former Afghan 
diplomat who participated in a recent 

UN Human Rights Commission meeting, com- 
plained that the world was not paying 
enough attention to the grave himsii Mgtets 
violations in Afghanistan. He called 
for an int'l tribunal to punish human 
rights violators. 

4/28 - Frofetier Post - In Peshawar, about 
300 Afghan wotaen & children deiaonBferated 
against the continuing bloMshed in 
Afghanistan. The rally was organized 
by the Revolutionary Assn of Women of Af- 
ghanistan IRAWA) . 
■ - Hekmatyar is on the verge of rejoining 
the Kabul gov't: 

"We can say we are on the threshold of the imple- 
nienlation of somo of the political agreements made 
l)otwo(Mi our two par tins. Pro.'^i(iont, Burhnnuddin 
Hiibbaui'i; .spokesman Abdul Aziz Muiad told AI'P. 

"Engineer Hekmatyar has now made up his mind 
lo Qjirio to take up certain posts in Kabul, althougli 
toclmically some more work has to be done. Hopefully 
we will see this impfenwmation verf soon;" feg- added. 

Other official sources said the final details of the ac- 
cord could be settled in as little as six days. 

There has been speculation over recent months 
that Hekmatyar may soon rolurn tOvKabul, but Muiad's 
coMiiuoiitr. ;iio tho (iriU by a senior official indicatiny 
lljiit the (ion! is n(3ari!!y conclusion, analysts said. 

The comments came after months of negotiations 
between Kabul and 1 lekmaiyar over a political and 
military pact batween his Hezb-i Islami faction and 
Rabbani's adminislraiion. 

The former niujahedeen leader has signed an 
ngieomeuL giving him i.lic posts of prime miinsler, 
minister of defence aiifl minister of fif^rt^ifi return lea 
allying himself with the beleaf|uered C}Overninent. 
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^/29 - Frontier Post - Dostam is unlikely 
to join any alliance between Rabbani & 
Hekmatyar because of his "personality 
clash with Ahmad Shah Masood." Rabbani 
accused the US of "roping in" Dostam to 
form a front against the Kabul gov'.t. 
- Afghan sources in Peshawar say that 
Western countries have stepped up their 
activities in Afghanistan "as they were 
aware ot the wouid-bg honeymoon between 
the Kabul gov't & Hektaatyar." 



iftso tried to convince Hekmatyar 
to join hands with them and stay 
away from the alliance w 
Kabul government. 

According to Afghan sources 
Pakistan also tried to sabotage 

the alliance between Hezb and 
Kabul government. Afghan ob- 
servers said that Pakistan Vv'as 
against such an alliaiice because 
of Islamabad's support to Taliban. 
The sources said that Islamic 
movements world over have con- 
tributed a lot to make the alliance 
a sucsess. 




Waeu the OS ^nator Hank 
Brown visited Jalalabad m his 
meeting with Hekmatyar, lie had 
reportedly tried to convince the 
latter to stay away frofft iuch an 
alliance. According to Hezb 
sources Senator Brov/n told 
Hekjuatyar. that Russians and 
Indians were his enemies and 
both liad inflt^nce with the Kabul 
and It was a trap for huii. 
HekjTiatyar was also told that his 
party was disliked by Indians be- 
cause he is supporting Kashmiri 
Muslim fighters in the held -valley. 
Similarly, the Iranians have also 
reservations about Hezb because 
of Sunni-Shia factor. The 
American senator in his meeting 

5/2 - Frontier Post f the iSth year 
the Saudi Gov't has sent sacrificial meat 
to Pakistan for distribution to Afghan 
refugees. The carcasses of 7,221 sheep 
were distributed in the Kacha Garki, Badaber 
& Nasir Bagh camps. 

5/3 - Frontier Post - The UN appealed for 
$50m for mine clearance in Afghanistan. 
The UN has received less than 30% of the 
$124m requested in an appeal to the int'l 
community last October, ffte UN is sticking 
to its decision to stop edaiiatiOBal pro- 
grams in Talibap-controlled provinces where 
girls are banned fr-op aLl;ten44ng school. In 
Herat, women are prevented from working 
unless they are involved in health care. 

5/4 - Frontier Post - Uzbekistan & other 
Central Asian republics accused Afghanistan 
of being behind a rise in drug trafficking 
in Central Asia. They also called for a 
weapons embargo against Afghanistan, claiming 
Afghanistan was using its border with Tajiki- 
stan as a transit pa'ltit for opium smuggling. 

5/5/ - News - The Supreme Coordination Council 
of Islamic Revolution in Afghanistan (SCCIRA) 
will consult with its member parties (see 5/7) 
about negotiating with Rabbani to form a 
broad-based gov't. 
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5/6 - News - As Taliban announced 
plans to open an office in Tehran, 
their rockets hit the Iranian Embassy 
in Kabul, destroying a large part of 
the building. 

- An 8-member Rabbani regime dele- 
gation is due in Islamabad for talks 
involving economic matters. 

5/7 - News - A SCCIRA delegation left 
Peshawar for Laghraan to talk to 
Gulbuddin : the trip comes iii an apparent bid 
%^M^ to save the alliance — Supreme Co- 
ordination Council of Islamic Revolu- 
tkm of Afghanistan (SCQIRA) — 
from what looks like an imminent 
collapse in the wake of Hekmatyar- 
Rabbani agreement. The delegation 
hifludes two rr])i ('S(!r»tntivcH vurU 
from the Hezb-i-Islami, Gen. Dos- 
tum's Junbish-i-Milii, Afgliani.stan Na- 
tional Liberation Front and ShiiLe 
Ilczb-i-Wahdat. 

- The Sriti^h -Qverseas Development Corp. 
will provide $2. 7m in response to a 

UN appeal. The money will be used 
to purchase & distribute wheat. 
British aid to Afghanistan over the 
last 2 years totals over Rs 880m; 
since 1980, Rs 5.7 billion. 



5/9 - Nation (Pakistan) - 10,000 
Afghans performed Haj this year: 

.; Thedelailsanddatacollectedbythis 
I correspondent ffom varfyas Af^an 
i sources reveal that Afghan govem- 
: ment of Prof. Rabbani airlifted 
I aft>tind 700 people for Haj from 
' Kabul and other parts of the world. 
Only 13 of them were airlifted to 
Saudi Arabia from Pakistati forper- 
forming Haj. 

Talibaan's militia forces who are 
controlling majority of provinces of 
the Afghanistan airlifted highest 
number of Afghans to Saudi Arabia 
fromQueUatOfffirformHaj. Areliable 
source said that number ofHiijjaj send 
by Talibaan wa.s mon; than 2.500 people. 

While the four opposition parties' 
alliance, known as Supreme Coordi- 
nation Council Revolutionary Afghani- 
stan (SCCIRA) could send around 
2,000 people for Haj. Mayiority of these 
people Were active fftferrtbeiPs atid sup- 
i porters of the component parties in- 
j eluded Iti/.bc Islami dI" Hikinatynr, 
i Hizbe Wahdai of U.stad Karinfi fChafili, 
Afghan National Liberation Front of 
Prof. Sibgliatul'.ah Mujadedi and Na- 
tional Islamic Movcmcntof Gen. Ahdui 
Rashid Dostam . 'Hiis time, LheSCCIRA 
airlifted all of its //;</,'V//rrotn Peshawar 
and Islamabad, therefore, not a siiigie 
Haji wa& send frpni Mazar-i-Siiarif, 
hcadauartcrof Rashid Dostam. 
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5/9 - News - Afghanistan agreed to 
rebuild the Pakistan Embassy in 
Kabul which was burned by a mob last 
winter. The Afghan delegation in 
Islamabad (see 5/6) asked Pakistan 
for assistance in rebuilding Af- 
ghanistan. 

5/9 -"Afghanistan: Peace or Civil 
War? 'was the subject of a hearing 
before a subcommittee on int ' 1 
relations at the US House of Rep- 
resentatives. Robin Raphel addres- 
sed the group as 444 Jotela Moore , ^ 
Defense Intellige«iii Agettcy,' itr- 
nett Rubin,* f dm iSouttierre & M. 
Hasan Nouri. (see below 

5/11 - '^:'_s; 

Assistant Secretary of State Robin 
Raphel during a testimony on 
Afghanistan before Senate Foreign 
Relations Subcomniittee for Near 
East and South Asia said "We do not 
favour one fi^ctiOfi q^t another nor 
do we give any grou|) or individual 
support." - — 

The US is also garnering support 
for its pr<^08al to impsse an arms 
embai'go on Mghaiiistan and for a re^- 
giona] conference tliat would advance' 
prospects for peace, a senior official 
said Thursday . , , 

The heightened interest in 
Afghanisi^m coincides vvith efforts by 
a California-based oil company, Uno- 
cal Corp, in a paitrierslup with Saudi 
Arabia's Delta Oil ComfMOy, to bttild 
a natnral gas pipeline from Turk- 
menistan thtoiigii Mglianistan to Piik- 
istjm. 

- Nation - Kabul may have agreed 
to repair the Pakistan Embassy in 
Kabul (see 5/9) but the Afghan gov ' t 
has no cash to pay for the project ^ 
(See p. 23 ) 

3/13 - The Muslii5 >' i gtCltRA ^eile- 
gat ion will leave Peshawar to meet 
with Dostam in Mazar 6e Karim Khalili 
in Bamiyan to discuss the Rabbani- 
Hekmatyar alliance which the 4-party 
SCCIRA sees as a dangerous move. 
Mojaddedi, chief of SCCIRA, "who has 
somehow developed a soft -coraer for 
the Taliban, is strictly opposed to 
even resuming parleys with the Rabbani 



5/14 - NYT - In Meshed, Iranian Pres. Raf- 
sanjani inaugurated a new rail link between 
Iran & Central Asia. 



[Map titled 
"The Flaming 
Corridor of 
Trade" from 
Voice of the 
Nation (see 
p. 42 ) ,vol. 
20 & 21, 
p. 46. 



KIRCaiZSTAN 





Frontier Post 4/23 



5/15 - News -r Pir 
'Saiiani said tiie 
ll*bbani gov -t '■ 
accepted his pro- 
posals for reviving 
the Supreme 
Leadership Council, 
comprised of heads 
of all the mnjahi- 
deen groups, & en- 
trusting it with 
leadership powers. 
However, he did 
not say when his 
plan might be 
implemented. 



5/15 - Frontier Post - Hezb-i-Islami denied 
press reports that it has reached an agreement 
with the Afghan gov't. 

- World Health Organization officials are 
concerned over the Ihigli incidence of malaria 
among Afghan refugees & suggest screening & 
treatment of refugees in Pakistan & Iran. 

5/28 - NYT - Hekmatyar & Rabbani signed a peace 
agreement last Friday.- . - 

- Word of Mouth - Mestlri. has resigned. The 
rymor is that Kis replacement will be ^ 
German diplomat. 
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FAR EASTERN ECONOMIC REVIEW 

A New Proxy War 

Foreign powers again feeding arms to factions, 

large rasnrun population 



By Ahmed Rashid in tstamabad 



\ TURKMEHISTAN 

Maihhad , 



I 



lyiishin-76 cargo planes lumber down 
daily at Bagfam airport outside Kabul, 
carrying Russian arms, ammunition, 
fuel and currency for the beleaguered 
Afghan regime. Some 500 kilometres 
away in Kandahar, a rival Islamic force 
builds itself up with aid from l^ikislan 
and Arab states. Reports circulate of 
American-made Stinger anti-aircraft mi^ 
siles falling into Iranian hands. 

A flashback to the last days of Presi- 
dent Najibullah's conuuunist rule? 
Hardly. This is 19%, and Bagram airport 
is >. inil rolled by Almi.n.1 Sluih M.isiai, one 
of the mujahideen commanders who un- 
seated fslajibuHah four years ago. But the 
resemblance to the recent, blood-soaked 
past is more than passing: Foreign pow- 
ers are h.irk with a vengonnre in Afghani- 
si. »n, leediu}' weapoiiH h» lliftr pruxii-w on 
a se.iU'iHil hiftwsiww tiw nuijahidccn vic- 

liiiy. 

i'hey're back because the battle for 
Kabul is at a crucial stage, and the impli- 
cations could reverberate far beyond 
Afghanistan's borders. It's not a question 
of commxmism this time, but of Islam: 
Neighbouring countries believe the out- 
come of the Afghan power struggle could 
influence the spread of Islamic fundamen- 
talism — with all its political implications — 
in Central Asia, South Asia and the Mid- 
dle East. 

"The Afghan conflict has beeome 
internationalized as never before," says a 
senior Western diplomat in Islamabad. 
"The stakes have gone up wMtiran Hftd 
Russia's invf^lvement" 

Iran, Russia, India and Tajikistan are 
backing President Burhanuddin Rabbani's 
regime out of fear of the Taliban, an 
Islamic fundatnentalMt mlllt» that took 
over southern and western Afghanistan 
last year and has been besieging Kabul 
since October. Iran, which is led by Shia 
Muslim clerics, mistrusts the virulently 
anti-Shia Taliban, most of whom are Suniii 
Muslim Pashtuiis, Afghanistan's largest 
tribal group. The <ither backers of 
Rabbani's Tajik-domioated regime simply 
want to check the spread of militant Is- 
lam. 

"All the mujahideen are IslarhlC' fun- 

Llamciilalislb, but llie 'riiiiban aiv Iodsc 
cannons. If successful they have every 
intention of spreading 
their movement to Cen- 
tral Asia," says a diplo- 
mat familiar with Mos- 
cow's thinking. 

Pakistan, Uzbekistan, 
.nut sdiiu- Ar.ili ( iiiil 
States have jumped in on 
the side of the Taliban, 
though for a variety of 
reasons. Pakistan has a 




Gim«y Train 

Neighbours rush in arms aid. 
to Afghan t^t\mi , 

JJZBi 



of its own, and hosts the 
Afghan refugee' camps 
where the Taliban move- 
ment was born. Uzbek- 
istan has ties to a Taliban 
ally, Uzbek warlord Gen. 
Rashid Dostam. Saudi 
Arabia and some other 
Sunni Muslim Arab 
states, anxious about the 
spread of Iranian-style 
Shia fundamentalism in their own coun- 
tries, are pitching in because Teheran ii 
on the other side. "A gravy train haj, be- 
gun for the first time since 1992, and no 
Afghan warlord can r(^sist it," says ths 
senior Westjern^diplci|Aa^L "j.,. ;,.-. ; 

Diplomats s^y thM -lO fesiah anj 
some 30 Indian technicians are upgrad-; 
ing facilities at Kabul's Bagram airport; 
where Mastid' is based. Four 11-76 traiv>j 
port planes arrive every day trard 
Tajikistan, Russia or the Ukraine with 
Russian arms, ammunition, fuel ami 
Afghan currency printed in Mtvscow. \ 
The Russians have also built, a iww* 
land route through northeast Afghanistan| 
including a bridge over the Amu D.iry^" 
River on the Tafikistan border. This al-- 
lows Russian arms convoys to travel tiV 
Kabul through areas controlled by Ma.sLid,| 
bypassing Mazar-e-Sharif, which is lieli 
by Masud's rival Dostat«. U.S. spy saten 
lite pictures show that the Russians are^ 
building an airport at Taloqan. It's Ix'ing 
developed ^s a strategic rear base for 
Masud, in case he is forced out of Kahul^- 
"The Russians are back in a big way- 
and now have their first land bridge int(i 
Afghanistan sinds they left the country ir 
1989," says a European diplomat. C.ul- 
buddin Hekmatyar, a powerful Pashtun 
leader opposed to the Taliban, charges 
that "Russia is interfering to tak^ 
revenge." | 
India has refurbished *Ariana, the! 
former Afghan national airline iiowj 
htadquartertd in New Delhi. One of thei 
main purposes. Western intellif^enc^ 
sources say, is to provide Masud with 
reVtiMe arms carrier. India has also gi\ enj 
aircraft parts, new ground radars, bombs,! 
money and two MiG-21 aircraft to Masud.j 
lr<w has set up a massive air brn.lgd 
from Mashhad in eastern Iran to Bagt.iml 
Hying in annanicnis daily. t)ii mh-iJ 
day last year— November 22—1.1 Iraniaij 
flights landed there, the intelligence 
smnxi-s say. Masud is training amd\mm- 
ing a new force of several thousand Ttljik 
recmit.s in hagrain. 

Iran has also se-t'up five training camps 
in eastern Iran for some 8,000 fighters led 
by Ismael Khan, the former Herat war- 
lord, who was ousted by the Taliban and 
now lives in Mashhad. Diplomats say the 
cc^mmander of Iran's elite Revolutionary 
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-Guards, Gen. Mohsin Rezai, hais moved 
his base to Mashhad to help Khan pre- 
pare for an attempt to retake Herat. Iran 
has also started printing Afghan currency 
notes to help Khan buy Isls way back 
power. 

Iran's aid is not all one-way: Asian 
intelligence eJi^rts say that Shia allies of 
the Rabbani regime sold Iran five Stinger 
missiles for $1 million late last year. 
American diplomats refuse to comment 
on the issue. The U.S. provitied the 
mujahideen with some 900 of the deadly 
Stingers during their war with the Soviet 
Red Army, and the American intelligence 
effort to subsequently buy back the un- 
used missiles was largely unsuccessful. 

The Taliban, headquartered at Km- 
dahar, are not without friends. Pakistan 
has helped provide a new communica- 
tions network, refurbished Kandahar air- 
port and supplied parts and awnaiti^ts 
for the approximately 30 warplanes and 
helicopters the Taliban have captured. Pa- 
ki!^ah% economic crisis has Umfel its^ jibil-- 
ity to aid the Taliban, though, so I^iana- 
bad and the Taliban have been encourag- 
ing Arab states to help out to counter Iran. 

Envijys fr©m Bahrain> Qatar ar^d i^udi 
Arabia have provided funds to the Taliban 
in Kandahar, Western aid officials in the 
southern Afghan city say. And after 
prin<es from the United Arab Emirates 
flew in for lengthy hunting trips last year, 
lliey left behind 100 Mitsubi.shi Pajero 
jeeps for the fightem. 

Nor are all Russiaris on Kabul's side. 
Private Russian air-freight companies 
have set up offices in Sharjah, one of the 
United Arab Emirates. They are flyii^ in 
amis and aninuiuilioii hoin Mtil}',.U'ia iind 
Alh.inia lo nsli-p.iyiiig Algluiii warloiil.s 
in Kabul ami Kandahar alike. "These Rus- 
sian crews are willing lo go anywhere," 
says a Western intelligence official. It's a 
high-risk game: Seven Russian crew mem- 
bers whose plane was forced down by 
the Taliban in August on a weapons run 
to Kabul are still being held prisoner in 
Kandahar. 

All sides are gearing up for heavy 
fighting once the winter snows melt. "The 
bottom line is that the Pashhins cannot 
capture Kabul or "lake Tajik lands to the 
north, while the Tajiks cannot occupy 
Pashtun lands to the east and south," says 
an Asian diplomat. "But that will not stop 
anybody from giving it another try in the 
sorine." ' ■ 



'Afghans tliemseives 
have to impit)ve HRs' 



By MOHAMMAD ZAHID 

, PESHAWAR — UN special rap- 
porteur on Muirian rights in 
Af(j!iani:;l,nn Prf)f. CtKirnui Ilyiiii 
Paii<; has said Lliai, l.lie vyoikl body 
and some other inlef national agen- 
cies have been woiking for tlig pro- 
I. lotion and protection of liiiman 
rights in the war-ravaged country. ■ 
"Bui our [unction is only support- 
ive. It should be undertal<en by the 
Afghans themselves", he hastened 
to add. . ' 

Talking to a group of Afghan in- 
tellectuals, including women, at 
the offices of the V\/riters Union of 
Free Afghanistan (WUFA) here 
Wednesday, Choong-Hyun ex- 
pressed his grave concern over the 
human rights disasler in 
Afghanistan, saying that his cur- 
rent visit was aimed at'fookmQ- at 
ihv. ground realities and seeking 
the opinion of Afghan intelli 
genlsia on curbing the gross, hu- 
man rights viotfttibns- in f.fte con- 
flict-riven country ; 

"Killing is a very serious crime. 
Once human rights are violated, 
there is no compensation for it", he 
noted. All the people, he said, 
couk.i not b(3 punished, but the ob- 
jective was to expose the factors 
contributing to the large-seal? hu- 
man rights abuses. 

Later talking to a group of jour- 
nalists, Choong-iiyun informed 
that he had travelled to Kabul.: 
Mazar e Sharif, Jalalabad . .rBHGl 
Kandahar lo collect ovick^iiicos, ns 
sess the situation and discuss the 
issue with the local authwrities and 
intellectuals. 

The UN reporter, who has al- 
ready prepared a report on the hu- 
man rights abuses in AfghanisUtn, 
said "on my last visit, 1 felt and re- 
alised the situation and, this time, 
we would link our service to an ac- 
tion programnte*. he said 

Eulogising the role of VvUFA 
during the ongoing critical situa 



Taliban feject 

Saudi offer to 
bear Haj expenses 

MOHAMMAD ALI IMRAN 

PESHAWAR, Jan 25: The 
Taliban, the studentttltitia in Af- 
ghanistan had reportedly turned 
douTi the Saudi offer to bear their 
Haj expenses. 



tion, the UN official sought the co- 
operation of writers, intellectuals, 
different agencies and NGOs in ac- 
(::oini)lir:limnnl. of the !rir;k. "Wo 
have to (uisuie to do jjonu-'Lliing loi 
tlie Afghans, "Choong Myun de-'- 
dared. 

To a question, the UN official 
said that during his current mis- 
sion, he. had also travelled to 
Kai^har and discussed the hu 
man rights issue with Taliban. He 
went on to say that he had asked 
the local authorities to abide by the 
interrKilKMial rules. 

In response to a query regarding 
ban on female educ:ation in 
Talib&n controlled areas, the UN 
official sakl that he had conveyed a 
message to the Taliban. He, how- 
ever, declined lo give further de- 
tail, "f have told Talifosn that we 
would listen to^lheir voice. Please 
listen to our voice". 

Choong-Hyun. who is also a 
iJTofessor of law at the Seoul 
National University, informed that 
the other, day he flew to Herat, but 
could not meet the local people 
due to fasting there.. The visit, he 
said, was a pleasant. experience. T 
vms able to talk to the officials of 
the NGOs and other organisations 
working under the UN regarding 
the human rights issue". 

About his visit to Kabul, the pro- 
fessor said that some people there 
regarded the mission an exteriia! 
.inierference. He continued that he 
would submit his report to Human 
Rights Coihmissioii in Geneva.- 
Choong-Hyun .said that next time 
he would also travel to Iran lo.rfieet 
the Afghan refugees there. 

He did not agree to the sugges- 
tion Ihm the: UN should punisii 
those responsB^fe for human rights 
abuses, "if we start retaliation,' 
there would be no negotiations. If 
the UN biaifies any faction, it 
wf)uld equate this with external 
violation", lie concluded. 

FgQiaCjier Post 1/25 



Kabul food ' 
supplies to last winter 



AP 

KABUL; Food supplies in the be- 
leaguered Afghan capital are 
enough to feed the city's neediest 
thramjh the next two months, a se- 
ni^^iiUnite^ l^ations dfffdkl S^ld' 



lay. 
We 



have 



been able to get a 
good deal feted into Kafeitli^sald 
Klaus Klawitter, World Food Pro- 
gramme country director for 
Afghanistan. 

Klawitter said, reports that the 
UN would be unable to continue 
its feeding programmes fcey6nd 
two weeks were false. 

These reports, he said, were 
contributingto the city''s fk^fBl^^ 
by driving up prices. "This kind of 
rumour could put us in a dire situ- 
ation," he said during an interview 

in Islamabad. „ 

Kabul is largely isolated from 
the rest of Afghanistan, with all 
but one key land routes closed by 
fighting between the country's 
wa#*?g fg^ons. 

A 150-truck food convoy ar- 
rived in Kabul on Saturday, using 
the only remaining road into the 
capital from the easterri <if 
Jalalabad. 

■Despite the influx of additional 
food supplies, Klawitter warned if 
more roads ;do not open the 
number of people requiring food 
aid in Kabul could rise dramati- 
cally. , 

Shop trwners and other mer- 
chants in Kabul have already com- 
plained of reduced supplies and iix- 
creased pf4t#; 

"If the current si£ii^^£!on contin- 



ues in Kabul, I'll have to leave the 
city," said Kabul shopkeeper Mo- 
hammed Bashir. "I don'L know why 
they closed die road for the peo- 
ple." 

, Klaus Klawitter said there was 
no immediate food crisis in Kabul, 
but said the World Food Pro- 
gramme could not feed more tlian 
the city's most destitute citizens. 
Tlie United Nations estimates it 
can feed up 250,000 people 
through March - the worst of 
Kabul's winter 

"If the blockade on Kabul con- 
tinues, there will be a great deal 
more demand," Klawitter said. Aid 
agencies have been asking local 
d6ffttfi^ri«ers to loosen their grip 
on the roads for the sake of the 
civilians caught in Kabul. 

Klaus Klawitter said World 
Food Programme, officials hqpe ,tq 
meet factional leaders from 
the Taliban militia south of Kabul 
and with former communist 
General Rashid Dostum, who con- 
trols much of northern 
Afgiianistan. 

"We will be approaching the 
commanders to tell them they 
have a humanitarian responsibility 
to the people of Afghanistan," 
Klawitter said. 

i Warring Muslim factions to the 
north, south and west of Kabul 
have effectively shut the roads as 
part of their ongoing efforts to 
topple President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani's government. 

The Taliban militia, have also 
vowed to oust Rabbani and install 
: strict Islamic rule throughout the 
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World Food Program iwii!- pro- i 
vide cheep broad to more than 150 1 
poor families in Kabul. 

The bread will be distributed at i 
'Subsidized prices lo the needy fami-i 
,]ics through 15 bakeries located inj 
; different parts of the capital. I 

^AFHHATJpwc; Vol . 11 #1^ ^ 



According to reports from 
Kandhar, the headquarters of the 
young Afghan miiitarits, who 
happened m^&ptesidtnt Rabba*- 
ni's major mdsaersaries in the on- 
going conflict among~the various 
groups, they had sought the per- 
mission of the Saudi government 
tonJlow t€ft tlieissand of them to 
perform Haj this year. While 
acceding to the request the Sau- 
dis also conveyed their willingness 



to bear the expenses as, the offer 
was, however, not accepted by 
the. Taliban and they insisted that 
they Would proceed at their own 
cost. 

Consequently, it had reportedly 
been decided by the Saudi 
authorities to permit the ten thou- 
sand or so Afghan militants to 
perform Haj as had been desired 
by them. The reports said that the 
f li gh rs to Jeddah , with Talifean on xhe Mus 1 im 

board, will operate from Kandhar -t /og 

as well as Jalalabad. 
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Kabul tinally 
apologises to 
Islamabad 

From Rahlmullah Yusufzai 

PESHAWAR: Two letters sent by the 
Kabbaiu. government in recent days 
seeking apology for the attack on the 
Pakistan embassy in Kabul and 
; promising compensation are bel- 
ieved to have partially fulfilled Is-' 
iamabad s two conditions for iecon-- 
cdnAionmfch Kabul. 

However, the Pakistan govern-^ 
ment has not yet made up its mvdW 
reopen its diplomatic mission- in 
Kabul In fact, the government 
would like to adopt a wait-and-see 
approach before decidii^ how to go 
about Its future ties with President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani's govermnent. 

According to informed sources, 
the f'rst note sent by the Rabbani 
regime was found unacceptable by 
Islamabad. It did not fully address 
Pakistan s two demands that Kabul 
apologise for the unprovoked attack 
on Its mission and also pay for the 
material losses and reconstructed ©f 
the embassy structures. 

The second note from Kabul was 
reported to be more specific and 
contained both an unconditional 
apology for the emba.ssy attack md 
assiu-ances of compensation. 

i r ir?^/?"^*^^ ^^''^^ partiaUy' 
1 uJiUJed the two condiliom made by 
^Iamabad for reconciliation with 
Kabul. But the sources added Pak- 
istan was in no hurry to reopen its 
embassy owing to the insecurity that 
still prevaOs in Kabul and because of 
the fact that Rabbani government 
could no longer be trusted. More- 
over, the sources pointed that no 
other country except Iran and hidia is 
yet ready to reopen their missions in 
iiabul. 

The Pakistan embassy was ran- 
sacked on September 6 by a crowd of 
Afghans sponsored by Kabul regime 
a day after the fall of Herat to thri^- 

iban^ Kabul had earlier charged Islam- 
abad mtn providing military assis- 
tance to the Taliban. The embassy's 
janitor, Maseeh, was killed and 25 
other staffers, mcluding ambassador 
^azi Humayun, military attache Brig. 
Ashraf Afridi and first sea-etary Nisar 
Ah were wounded ir. the attack. Some 
Of the attackers were said to be armed 



W ^"^^u ^^'^^--tellces to keen m 
.^h mth senior government offi- 

■ IncidentaUy this §ie mcmd at- • 
tack on Pakistan embassv m i» 
months and signalled a further deteri- 
oration in relations betv^-een Kabul 
and Islamabad. 

It is pertinent to add that Kabul 
sent it apology notes to Islainabad 
after a recent meeting at Torkham be- 
tween Prof. Sayyaf, an ally of Rabbaro 
and ISFs Gen. Iftikliar. 

Government officials maintained 
that the meeting took place in Pak- 
istani territor>' after s^-eral requests 
by Sayyaf. In the past, Kabul had re- 
fused to apologise for the attack on . 
the embassy and one of Masood's top ' 
aides Yunis Qanimi had i-uled out an 
apology. The Kabul regime mamtained 
that it tried its best to control the mob 
angered by Pakistan's interference in 
Afglian affairs. 

The beleaguered Kabul regime, 
which controls only 5 out of, 

Afghanistan's 32 provinces and is bat- 
tling "Mban forces besieging the cap- 
ital, is said to be keen for Pakistan to 
reopen its embassy as it would pro- 
vide it v^ith some legitimacy More- 
over, a number of Kabul regime offi- 
cials still having their famihes in - 
Pakistan cannot make ffie occa^OMl 
trip to Peshawar m the afeehcfe of 



Paldstan's embassy wnere tneu- visa 
applications could be processed. 
. Meanwhile, Pakistan government 
ftade it known to hanian officials re- 
cently that it stood by Its two condi- 
tions for reconciliation m± Rabbani 
regime as it cannot ignore pubhc 
©pinion at home, fran's Foreign Mm- 
ister Ali Akbar Velayati during his re- 
■ cent visit to Islamabad had apparenfly 
conmced Pakistan to mend fences 
With Afghanistan without attaching 
arty con^lpns. 
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KABUL FlNALlf APOL06lf£S TO ISLAMA&AP , • ., 
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Kabul faces accute food shortage 



From Azim M Mian 

U.NITED NATIONS: UN secretary 
general Boutros Ghali Ls deeply 
concerned about the possibility of 
another humanitarian disaster in 
anotl-ier member nation. This time it 
seems to be Afghanistan. 

A spokeswoman of his office told 
reporters at the noon briefmg that 
alarming reports about tlie short^e 
of food supplies had been received 
from Kabul. Only two weeks of flour 
supplies were left in Kabul, whose 
population ha^s gro\^'n manifold due 
to the on-going war around Kabul 
which had caused mass migration 
i from other areas into the capita! 
j city. "We don't want to see another 
I hunianitarian ' disaster," the 
} spokesperson said.' Teriiperatures in 
Kabtil'had dipped and it further 
complicated the situation, she said. 

When asked if UN envoy Mah- 
mud Mestlri ^as using his influence 
to avert any such humanitarian dis- 
aster through his diplomacy the 
spokesperson said, "he is doing a 
wonderful job. 

He is in the region, "she said, . 



without elaborating what m^ures 
Mr Mestfri had taken. 

Meanwhile, our' Peshawar bu- 
reau reports that Martin Barber a 
senior UN official, was quoted as 
saying in Kabul that the blockade of 
routes to the city, especially the one 
connecting it to Pakistan towards 
the east, could imperii the lives of 
people in the capital. 

His warning came amidst re- 
ports of an unprecedented rise in 
prices of foodstuff and items of 
daily use in Kabul. The Taliban and 
Gen Rasheed Dostum have blocked 
the city from the south, west and 
nmh for rfteitttis btit iie situation 
became worse about two weeks ago 
when the Kabul- Jalalabad road in 
the east -was blocked following dis- 
putes bet^'een comjnanders belong^ 
mg to.Hezb-i-Isiami (Hekmatyar). 
This pushed iip'pfices of goods ar- 
riving from Paicistan. 

The absence of electricity and 
gas in Kabul's coiieM winter In four 
years has made matters worse for 
the city's hapless oopuiation. 

PPI adds that the World Food 
Organisation says it will send a del- 



l- 



egation to Afghanistan to hold talks 
, with various Afghan.groups to try to 
persuade them to allow food items 
into the besieged capital — Kabul, 
reports BBC. 

Already, the Worid Food Pro- 
gramme has sent about 2.5 lakh 
tons of food items to Kabul in the 
firsi week of January to make easy 
the Ufe of at least two lakh citizens 
of the capital. WFP officials say 
food stocks will decrease in the 
near future in the besieged city if 
the roads leading to Kabul are "not 
opened. 

A spokesman for the ^^TP says 
his organisation plans to send its 
delegation to Kabul ftm Mafetoad 
to hold negotiations r^gwdii^ the 
operiing of roads. • • 

A' Iroup of disabled people on 
Vv'ednesday marched in Kabufask- 
ing the warring factions to open all 
routes for transportation Of food 
items to Kabul.They also called for 
a ceasefire and resolution of differ- 
ences thj-ough talks. The WTP plans 
to send one hundred .and eighty 
thousand tons of food items to 
Afghanistan this year. 
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